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ALL    ABOUT  EDUCATION 

will  be  contained  in  our  Educational  Number,  to  be  published 
on  Saturday,  September  6.  It  will  deal  with  pharmacy 
schools  and  examinations,  and  with  the  curricula  and 
qualifications  in  medicine,  dentistry,  veterinary  surgery,  and 
science.  We  want  all  those  interested  to  send  us  prospec- 
tuses or  similar  information.  As  the  number  will  be  specially 
circulated  to  colleges  and  hospitals  it  will  give  manufac- 
turers, agents,  and  wholesalers  an  excellent  opportunity  of 
calling  attention  to  goods  required  or  used  by  colleges  and 
hospitals 


The  Latest  Store-prices  are  given  on  p.  224. 

A  Good  Budget  of  Australian  news  is  printed  on  p.  255. 

A  Chemist  tells  in  witty  rhyme  how  he  lost  two  customers 
(p.  236). 

Saccharin-smuggling  seems  difficult  to  repress.  See  the  note 
on  p.  258. 

Another  Pasteur  Monument  has  been  unveiled,  this  time  at 
Dole  (p.  227). 

A  Photograph  of  the  Mall,  Simla,  after  the  recent  fire  is  repro- 
duced on  p.  257. 

A  Photograph  of  the  B.P.C.  Ladies'  Committee  at  Dundee  is 
reproduced  on  p.  229. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Council  has  revised  the  Preliminary 
examination  list  (p.  231). 

The  Irish  Pharmaceutical  Council  met  this  week,  but  there 
was  little  business  (p.  226'. 

Silk  has  been  made  synthetically  by  Professor  Emil  Fisher 
and  one  of  his  pupils  (p.  236). 

The  Chemical  Differences  between  Chinese  and  European 
rhubarbs  are  concisely  shown  on  p.  236. 

Messrs.  Horlick  have  obtained  an  injunction  restraining  a 
dairy  company  from  selling  malted  milk  (p.  233). 

The  names  of  those  who  passed  the  Apothecaries'  Society's 
Assistants'  examination  last  month  are  given  on  p.  224 . 

The  Customs  Officials  in  Turkey  are  not  free  traders  by  any 
means.  The  latest  subject  of  their  attack  is  Merck's  chemicals 
(p.  256  '. 

At  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  meeting  on  Wednesday  references 
were  made  to  the  late  Mr.  John  Johnston  and  Mr.  T.  B.  Groves 
(p.  230). 

The  Text  of  the  letter  issued  by  the  Glasgow  Chemists'  Trade 
Association  to  other  associations  in  the  country  is  given  0:1 
p.  225. 

The  New  Bell  Scholars  are  Messrs.  Walker  (Kendal)  and 
Cart  (Shrewsbury).  The  Manchester  Association  scholarship 
goes  to  Mr.  Dallimore  (p.  231). 

The  Diseases-of-Poultry  article  on  p.  246  deals  with  gapes, 
illustrations  and  graphic  description  showing  the  nature  of  the 
disease;  treatment  is  also  included. 

Dr.  W.  P.  Wynne,  Editor  of  the  Chemical  Society's  Journal, 
has  been  appointed  to  succeed  Dr.  Norman  Collie  as  Professor  of 
Chemistry  at  Bloomsbury  Square  (p.  230  and  228). 

We  discuss  the  chemistry  and  commerce  of  ipecacuanha  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  regular  consignments  of  the  cultivated  drug 
are  now  received  from  the  East  and  from  Brazil  (p.  238). 

French  Oil  of  Lavender  is  the  subject  of  a  letter  by  Mr.  J.  C. 
Umney,  in  which  he  shows  that  altitude  does  have  an  influence, 
because  after  a  certain  point  spike  lavender  does  not  grow  (p.  248). 

An  Aberdeenshire  Chemist  has  been  fined  under  the  Sale  of 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  for  selling  glycerin  containing  arsenic 
(p.  234).  We  show  that  it  contained  less  than  the  B.P.  permits 
(p.  241). 

This  is  a  broken  week  for  business,  and,  apart  from  the  drug- 
auctions,  there  are  no  important  alterations.  Menthol  and 
American  peppermint  oils  are  dearer.  Quinine  is  firmer  in  second- 
hands  (p.  251). 

"  Xrayser's  "  subjects  are  the  Pharmaceutical  Conference  at 
Dundee,  the  Federation,  M.  Jadin's  views  on  pharmacy,  magistrates 
and  decimal  fractions,  one-man  companies,  and  the  title  "  Cash 
Chemists  "  (p.  237). 

A  Successful  Meeting  of  retail  and  wholesale  druggists  and 
others  was  held  in  London  on  Wednesday  in  regard  to  the  Drug- 
trade  Appeal  Fund,  Mr.  Newsholme  presiding.  The  scheme  was 
fairly  launched  and  about  500?.  subscribed  (p.  242). 

Three  Prosecutions  under  the  1863  Pharmacy  Act  are 
reported.  In  one  at  Sheffield  a  drug-store  keeper  was  fined  for 
keeping  open  shop  for  the  sale  of  poisons,  although  he  had  the 
excellent  defence  (supported  by  Mr.  A.  H.  Allen's  analysis)  that 
the  article  sold  contained  not  morphine,  but  ipecacuanha.  At 
Lincoln  Messrs.  Battle  &  Maltby  have  been  fined  for  irregular 
sale  of  sheep-dip,  and  at  Wolverhampton  the  police  unsuccessfully 
prosecuted  an  unqualified  retailer  for  selling  carbolic  acid  and 
keeping  open  shop  for  the  sale  of  poisons  :  here  the  defence  was 
that  the  acid  was  given  away  (pp.  233  and  234). 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marlted  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

A  movement  is  on  foot  to  form  a  British  Electro-chemical 
Society.  Electro-chemistry,  according  to  Nature,  has  hitherto 
been  practically  ignored  in  this  country. 

At  Stokesley  Petty  Sessions  on  Saturday,  Thomas  Wells, 
described  as  a  chemist,  Great  Ay  ton,  was  fined  10s.,  in- 
cluding costs,  for  using  weighing-machines  unstamped. 

At  the  Liverpool  Assizes  on  Saturday,  August  2,  C.  A. 
Atkinson,  a  surgeon,  was  fined  25Z.  by  Mr.  Justice  Wills  for 
not  attending  to  a  jury-summons.  He  thought  he  was  exempt, 
having  been  on  the  grand  jury. 

The  Koyal  Agricultural  Society  have  issued  a  sixpenny 
pamphlet  by  Mr.  C.  Warburton,  under  the  title  "  Orchard 
and  Bush  Fruit  Pests,  and  How  to  Combat  them."  A  few 
formulae  for  insecticides  are  given. 

William  Jackson,  shopkeeper,  Misson,  was  summoned  at 
Retford  for  selling  4  oz.  of  sweet  nitre  on  June  23,  which 
the  public  analyst's  certificate  showed  to  be  9T  per  cent, 
under  strength.    Defendant  was  ordered  to  pay  9^.  Qi. 

Dr.  Frank  L.  Teed,  public  analyst  for  Camberwell,  says 
in  his  last  quarterly  report  that  164  per  cent,  of  the  samples 
examined  were  adulterated.  This  percentage  of  adulterated 
samples  is  about  twice  the  amount  that  exists  in  the  rest  of 
England. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Downham  Market  Board  of  Guar- 
dians, Norfolk,  on  August  1,  the  Master  stated  that  the 
stock  of  colza  had  been  in  the  store  two  years.  The  Board 
ordered  that  in  future  the  oil  should  only  be  obtained  from 
the  chemist  when  required. 

Society  of  Apothecaries  of  London. 

At  the  Assistants'  examination  held  in  July,  the  following- 
candidates  were  granted  the  certificate  of  qualification  to 
act  as  an  assistant  to  an  apothecary  in  compounding  and 
dispensing  medicines : — 


Antill,  A.  V. 
Bettys,  A.  E. 
Bonich,  E.  F. 
Bretherton,  G.  A. 
Brookes,  E.  M. 
Brooks,  E.  L.  L. 
Christy,  W. 
Davies,  F.  A. 
De  Boinville,  M.  C. 
Graydon,  H.  E. 
Habgood,  F. 
Hill,  L.  K. 


Hoare,  J.  M.  I.  R. 
Hodgson,  N.  B. 
John,  L.  M. 
King,  L. 
Kirton,  E.  M. 
Lewis,  L.  A. 
Little,  L.  A. 
Mackenzie,  E. 
Martin,  E. 
Mellor,  H.  A. 
Metcalfe,  D.  E.  W. 
Mohtefore,  C. 


Page,  A.  M. 
Palmer,  G.  H. 
Peacock,  H.  L. 
Pemberton,  I.  A. 
Pike,  A. 

Pooley,  C.  A.  L.  ! 
Spencer,  S.  E. 
Talbot,  C. 
Thomas,  H.  E. 
Thompson,  L. 
Watkins,  M.  E. 


Institute  of  Chemistry  Examinations. 

At  the  Intermediate  examination  held  in  July,  twenty-four 
candidates  presented  themselves,  and  twelve  passed,  viz. : 
W.  L.  St.  J.  Alton  (Univ.  Coll.,  Lond.),  M.  Barrowcliff  (Univ. 
Coll.,  Notts),  P.  H.  Carpenter  (Finsbury  Tech.  Coll.),  R.  W. 
Clarke  (Finsbury  Tech.  Coll.),  O.  C.  M.  Davis  (Univ.  Coll., 
Bristol),  J.  F.  P.  Fielding  (King's  Coll.,  Lond.),  G.  W.  Glen 
(Glasgow  Tech.  Coll.),  B.  F.  Howard  (Finsbury  Tech.  Coll.), 
F.  T.  Jewson  (Univ.  Coll.,  Notts),  W.  H.  Keys  (Univ.  of 
Birm.),  T.  H.  Lloyd  (Univ.  Coll.,  Cardiff),  and  E.  Smith 
(Glasgow  Tech.  Coll.) 

In  the  Final  A.I.C.  examination  seven  candidates  pre- 
sented themselves  for  mineral  chemistry,  and  A.  E.  Garland, 
J.  L.  Garle,  and  G.  C.  Jones  passed.  Two  candidates  took 
metallurgical  chemistry,  and  passed — viz.,  W.  B.  Parker  and 
C.  Sheldon ;  one  passed  in  physical  chemistry — viz.,  H. 
Bassett,  B.Sc. — and  one  failed;  while  five  failed  in  organic 
chemistry  and  one  passed — viz.,  S.  Andrews,  B.Sc.  Lond. 
In  analysis  of  food  and  drugs,  including  therapeutics,  phar- 
macology, and  microscopy,  there  were  eight  candidates,  and 
the  following  five  passed :  G.  J.  Alderton  (King's  Coll., 
Lond.),  R.  Clegg,  B.Sc.  Aber.,  E.  V.  Jones  (Univ.  of  Birm.), 
W.  H.  Roberts,  M.Sc.  Vict.  (Univ.  Coll.,  Liverpool),  and 
H.  P.  Stevens,  B.A.  Oxon.,  Ph.D.  Heidelberg. 


Cancer  Hospital. 

It  is  announced  that  the  authorities  of  the  Cancer  Hospital 
have  entirely  reorganised  their  pathological  department, 
with  the  view  of  undertaking  researches  on  the  most  modern 
lines  into  the  etiology  and  treatment  of  cancer.  In  addition 
to  their  present  accommodation,  a  new  laboratory  is  being 
fitted  up  with  all  requisite  appliances  for  investigation,  and 
will  shortly  be  in  working  order.  A  pathologist  is  to  be 
appointed  at  a  salary  of  2501.  a  year,  who  will  work  at  some 
of  the  many  problems  connected  with  cancer,  in  conjunction 
with  and  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  H.  G.  Plimmer. 

"Which  is  the  County  Town  ? 

Mr.  C.  B.  Shuker  (chemist),  Mayor  of  Launceston,  has  been 
commanded  to  attend  the  Coronation  as  Mayor  of  the  county 
town  of  Cornwall.  This  is  considered  to  settle  the  vexed 
question  as  to  whether  Launceston  or  Bodmin  should  be 
considered  the  county  town,  there  having  been  some  doubt 
on  this  point  since  the  removal  of  the  assizes  to  Bodmin. 
The  Earl  Marshal's  message  now  places  the  question  beyond 
a  doubt. 

Store-prices. 

Among  the  alterations  in  the  monthly  price  circular  of  the 
Civil  Service  Supply  Association  for  August  are  the  fol- 
lowing : — 

Advanced. — Calumba  root,  from  lOd.  to  Is.  per  lb. ;  Hommel's 
hsematogen,  from  3s.  id.  to  3s.  6(7. ;  Colgate  shaving-soap,  6(7.  to 
Id.  per  stick  ;  tea  tabloids,  from  5d.  to  6(7.  per  100  ;  camphorated 
and  carbolated  vaseline,  from  9£(7.  to  lid.  per  tube ;  balsamic 
vinolia  soap,  from  5d.  to  Id.  per  tablet,  and  from  Is.  3(7.  to  Is.  9(7. 
per  box. 

Meduced. — Citric  acid,  from  Is.  9(7.  to  Is.  5d. ;  albo-carbon,  from 
id.  to  3d. ;  Howards'  quinine,  from  Is.  10(7.  to  Is.  9(7.  per  oz.  ; 
\  oz.,  from  Is.  to  lid. ;  j  oz.,  from  6£(7.  to  6(7. ;  ^  oz.,  from  5(7.  to 
4j(7.  ;  saffron,  3s.  per  oz.  to  2s.  6(7. ;  powdered  sugar  of  milk,  11(7. 
to  10(7.  per  lb. ;  phenacetin  co.  tabloids,  from  Is.  8(7.  to  Is.  6(7.  per 
bot.  of  100  ;  quinine  tabloids,  1  gr.,  6(7.  to  5(7.  ;  2  gr.,  6(7.  to  5£(7. ; 
3  gr.,  7(7.  to  6(7. ;  Bully's  toilet  vinegar,  from  Is.  5(7.  to  Is.  4(Z. 
per  bot. 

Added  to  Stock. — Capsicum  vaseline,  11(7.  per  tube ;  vaseline 
hair-tonic,  9j(7.  per  bot.  Soap-bowls  for  the  bathroom  filled  with 
brown  Windsor,  glycerine-and-cucumber,  or  honey  soap,  34(7.,  4^(7., 
5g(7.  each. 

The  Army  and  Navy  Stores'  circular  for  August  includes 
the  following  alterations  : — 

Quinine  tabloids,  1  gr.,  9(7. ;  2  gr.,  Is.  3(7.. ;  3  gr.  Is.  8(7 ;  5  gr., 
2s.  6(7.  per  bot. ;  trinitrin  tabloids,  7(7. ;  ethyl  chloride,  2s.  6(7.  per 
tube ;  carbolacene,  3s.  per  gal.  (drums  extra) ;  colocynth,  3s.  per 
lb. ;  lithia  carbonate,  reduced  to  8(7.  ;  lithia  citrate,  reduced  to 
6(7. ;  ipecacuanha-wine,  8g(7.  per  bot. ;  menthol  plasters,  7^(7.  each  ; 
naphthalene  in  powder,  reduced  to  5(7.  per  lb. ;  pepsin  tablets, 
reduced  to  Is.  3(7. ;  poppyheads,  8(7.  ;  quinine  pills,  1-gr.,  3(7.  ; 
2-gr.,  5(7. ;  3-gr.,  7(7.  per  box  of  24  ;  1-gr.,  lid. ;  2-gr.,  Is.  4(7. ;  3-gr., 
Is.  10(7. ;  5-gr.,  2s.  10(7.  per  bot.  of  100 ;  tea  tabloids,  6(7. ;  vichy 
pastilles,  9^(7. ;  vaseline,  capsicum  and  carbolate,  11(7. ;  veterinary 
cod-liver  oil,  5s.  per  gal. ;  Bailey's  I.R.  tooth-brushes,  6A(7. ;  Botot's 
eau  dentifrice,  2s.  3(7. ;  and  tooth-powder,  2s.  6(7.  ;  hypodermic 
syringes,  reduced  to  6s.  6(7. ;  clinical  thermometers,  2s.  6(7. ;  and 
urinary  test-stands,  reduced  to  20s.  The  following  are  among  the 
additions :  Bennett's  patent  massage  and  toilet-stone,  Is.  3(7. ; 
"  Crown  Bathodora,"  2s.  6(7. ;  Jeyes'  antiseptic  toilet-powder,  7J(7. 
per  packet ;  Enderby's  knee-cap,  25s.  each ;  vaseline  in  screw- 
capped  bottles,  2j(7.  and  5(7. 

Fell's  disinfector  and  Unwin  <fe  Albert's  skin-cure  have  been  dis- 
continued. 

Birmingham  Notes. 

The  general  consensus  of  opinion  is  that  the  pharmacist 
will  keep  open  his  shop  on  Saturday  like  the  other  traders. 

Our  "Robin  Goodfellow"  in  his  chatty  Mail  column 
mourns  (?)  the  paucity  of  flies,  and  puts  it  down  to  the 
weather.  He  does  not  read  the  C.  D.  and  its  taking  (or 
catching)  fly-cemetery  adyertisements,  or  he  would  more 
easily  realise  the  cause. 

Amongst  the  names  of  the  M.A.  Pass-list  of  London 
University  is  that  of  Mr.  A.  S.  Arblaster  in  the  first  division. 
This  gentleman  is  a  son  of  C.  J.  Arblaster,  New  Street, 
Birmingham,  who  has  several  talented  sons  in  important 
positions  in  educational  and  other  circles. 

The  Science-research  Scholarships,  established  by  the 
Royal  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  1851,  should 
stimulate  young  chemists.    They  are  of  the  annual  value  of 
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150/.,  and  tenable  for  two  or  even  three  years  in  any  univer- 
sity, at  home  or  abroad,  if  the  work  presented  by  the  student 
after  the  first  year  is  satisfactory.  Three  Birmingham  men 
have  secured  one  each — Messrs.  Lloyd,  Horton  (a  well-known 
name  in  local  pharmacy),  and  Slater. 

Messrs.  Ayrton  &  Saunders's  Annual  Outing. 

(\n  August  Bank  Holiday  the  employes  of  Messrs.  Ayrton 
&  Saunders,  to  the  number  of  about  450,  had  their  annual 
picnic  to  the  picturesque  city  of  Chester.  The  firm  was 
specially  favoured,  the  day  being  gloriously  fine.  Chester 
was  reached  about  10  o'clock,  and,  after  a  walk  round  the 
walls  and  a  visit  to  the  cathedral,  an  excellent  dinner  was 
served.  After  dinner  the  party  went  up  the  river  Dee,  to 
Eaton  Hall,  returning  to  Chester  for  tea.  Messrs.  Bentley, 
Mann,  Geary,  Percival,  and  A.  H.  Jones,  representatives  of 
the  firm,  accompanied  the  party,  having  come  down  from 
Leeds  for  the  occasion.  Mr.  W.  H.  Saunders,  being  unavoid- 
ably detained  on  account  of  the  death  of  a  relative,  was  not 
with  the  party.  Liverpool  was  reached  about  10.30  p.m.,  a 
very  enjoyable  day  having  been  spent. 

Scene  in  a  Chemist's  Shop. 

At  the  Barry  Police  Court  on  Thursday,  July  31,  Mary 
Bowden  was  charged  with  attempting  to  commit  suicide. 
Fred  A.  Hayes,  assistant  at  the  shop  of  Mr.  Hicks,  chemist, 
Holton  Road,  said  the  prisoner  came  into  the  shop  and  asked 
for  3d.  worth  of  carbolic  acid.  As  he  handed  the  bottle  to 
her  he  cautioned  her  as  to  the  use  of  the  poison,  whereupon 
prisoner  said  she  intended  killing  herself,  and,  pulling  out 
the  cork,  had  the  bottle  half-way  to  her  lips,  when  the 
assistant  jumped  over  the  counter  and  seized  her  hand.  The 
Magistrates'  Clerk :  Is  it  not  usual  for  a  person  to  sign  a 
book  when  purchasing  poison  ?  Witness  :  It  is  not  necessary. 
Carbolic  acid  is  not  scheduled  in  Part  I.,  and  we  have  only 
to  place  it  in  a  blue  bottle  and  put  on  a  distinctive  label 
marked  "Poison."  The  Magistrates'  Clerk:  Was  the  poison 
you  sold  sufficient  to  kill  a  person  ?  Witness  :  Yes,  enough 
to  kill  three.  When  he  took  the  poison  from  her  the  woman 
said  she  would  get  it  elsewhere,  whereupon  he  gave 
information  to  the  police.  Prisoner  was  remanded  for  a 
week. 

Property-sales. 

On  July  31  a  freehold  chemist's  shop  and  house  on  Market 
Hill,  at  Woodbridge,  in  Suffolk,  came  under  the  hammer  ;  but 
the  bidding  was  not  satisfactory  to  the  vendors,  and  the 
property  was  withdrawn. 

At  Norwich,  on  August  1,  the  freehold  shop  and  house 
occupied  by  the  North  Heigham  Drug  Company,  3  Magdalen 
Road,  was  offered  to  public  competition,  and  sold  for  900/., 
and  the  fixtures  for  37/.  7s.  The  purchaser  was  Mr.  L. 
Levine. 

Contented  Now, 

Mr.  E.  M.  Chater,  chemist  and  druggist,  High  Street, 
Watford,  who  is  Chairman  of  the  Watford  School  Board, 
deputed  by  the  Coronation  Committee,  has  presented  silver 
coins  to  the  children  attending  Victoria  Board  Schools. 
The  postponement  of  the  presentation  of  these  coins  was 
the  main  popular  grievance  which  resulted  in  the  riots  on 
the  night  of  June  26,  when  the  trade-premises  of  several 
members  of  the  Coronation  Committee  were  wrecked  and 
looted. 

Memorial-chimes. 

A  clock  and  chimes  have  been  placed  in  St.  John's  Church, 
Longton,  as  a  memorial  to  the  late  Mr.  G.  T.  Hemming, 
■chemist  and  druggist,  who  died  on  September  22,  1900. 
The  cost  has  been  defrayed  from  a  legacy  of  500/.  left  for  the 
purpose  by  Mr.  Hemming,  in  his  will  (see  C.  %  B.,  January  5. 
1901,  page  25). 

Fire. 

The  factory  and  stores  of  Taylor's  Drug  Company 
(Limited),  Washington  Street,  Kirkstall  Road,  Leeds,  were 
burnt  down  on  July  31.  The  building  was  used  as  a  labora- 
tory, aerated-water  factory,  and  store  for  druggists'  sundries 
and  photographic  materials,  about  150  workpeople  being  em- 
ployed. The  fire  occurred  at  11  o'clock  at  night,  and  in  two 
hours  the  whole  place  was  burnt  out,  damage  estimated  at 
12,000/.  to  14,000/.  being  done.    How  the  fire  originated  is 


not  known.  The  stock  was  insured  for  about  6,000/ 
Accounts  in  the  local  papers  speak  of  "  pyrotechnic  dis- 
plays "  and  "  smell  of  perfume,"  as  they  always  do  when 
there  is  a  fire  at  a  chemical-laboratory. 

Cricket. 

Boots  C.C.  (Sheffield)  v.  Trinity  Wesleyan  (Sheffield  Shop 
Assistants'  Cricket  League). — This  match  was  played  at 
Rolwood,  Pitsmoor,  and  resulted  in|a  victory  for  Boots  by  one 
wicket.  Score  :  Boots,  30  for  nine  wickets ;  Trrinity  Wes- 
leyans,  29  runs. 

Cambridge  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  meeting  of  the  Cambridge  Pharmaceutical  Association 
was  held  at  the  Bull  Hotel,  Cambridge,  on  Wednesday 
evening,  Mr.  E.  Saville  Peck,  M.A.,  presiding.  The  business 
of  the  meeting  was  to  elect  delegates  to  the  meetings  of  the 
British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  and  of  the  Federation  of 
Local  Pharmaceutical  Associations ;  also  to  read  a  letter 
from  the  Glasgow  Association.  On  the  motion  of  the  Hon. 
Secretary  (Mr.  Bernard  S.  Campkin),  Messrs.  Church  and 
Peck  were  elected  delegates  to  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference,  and  Messrs.  Peck  and  Paine  to  the  meeting  of 
the  Federation  of  Local  Pharmaceutical  Associations.  The 
Hon.  Secretary  read  the  following  letter  from  Mr.  T. 
Dunlop,  on  behalf  of  the  Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland 
Chemists'  Trade  Association  : — 

An  Association  has  recently  been  formed  in  Glasgow  and  the 
West  of  Scotland,  having  for  its  objects  the  following :  The 
securing  of  fixed  wholesale  and  retail  prices  of  patent  and  pro- 
prietary medicines ;  the  prevention  of  extreme  cutting  ;  the  pro- 
motion of  general  trade  interests  by  the  formation  of  central  and 
district  committees.  It  is  proposed  to  follow  as  closely  as  our 
conditions  will  allow  the  proposals  enunciated  by  George  J. 
Seabury,  of  New  York.  We  are  desirous  of  securing  the  aid  of 
your  Association,  and  will  be  pleased  to  learn  that  you  can  co- 
operate with  us  in  securing  such  very  necessary  and  desirable 
results.  The  present  deplorable  condition  of  the  drug-trade  in 
many  towns  calls  for  immediate  remedy,  the  tendency  to  extreme 
cutting  being  ever  on  the  increase,  with  the  result  that  the 
inability  of  the  drug-trade  to  meet  the  competition  of  general 
dealers,  fancy-goods  warehousemen,  &c,  is  well  known  to  the 
legitimate  dealer.  We  are  most  desirous  to  have  this  unfair  con- 
dition of  dealing  remedied  without  delay,  and  have  no  doubt  that, 
by  securing  an  almost  unanimous  support  from  the  trade,  with 
the  aid  of  your  and  kindred  Associations,  the  conditions  prece- 
dent to  cutting  may  be  again  secured,  if  not  in  full,  certainly 
to  a  large  extent.  We  feel  that  a  considerable  effort  will  be 
necessary  to  secure  unanimity,  and  to  this  end  we  will  gladly 
supply  you  with  forms  of  petition  for  signature,  and  co-operate 
with  your  Association  on  such  lines  as  may  seem  mutually  ad- 
vantageous. 

In  view  of  the  small  attendance  at  the  meeting,  it  was 
resolved  to  postpone  consideration  of  the  letter. 

Accident  to  a  Chemist. 

On  Thursday,  July  31,  Mr.  W.  Rogers,  chemist,  of  Church 
Street,  Bilston,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  daughter,  was 
returning  from  a  drive  when  his  horse  shied  and  ran  on  to 
the  footpath,  the  wheel  of  the  trap  striking  the  kerb  and 
pitching  Mr.  Rogers  and  his  daughter  out  of  the  conveyance. 
The  latter  fortunately  escaped  with  a  slight  shaking,  but 
Mr.  Rogers  was  unable  to  rise,  and  was  carried  into  his 
house,  which  was  close  by.  Dr.  Mathie  was  immediately 
summoned,  and  it  was  found  that  Mr.  Rogers  had  sustained 
a  fracture  of  the  right  leg. 

Coronation  Holidays. 

The  London  Chemists'  Association  have  issued  a  postcard 
in  which  the  hope  is  expressed  that  chemists,  as  loyal 
subjects,  will  obey  the  King's  command,  and  observe 
August  9  as  a  Bank  Holiday  by  closing  their  establishments. 

"Window-breaking. 

At  Doncaster,  on  Tuesday,  a  Bradford  painter,  named 
Richard  Taylor,  was  charged  with  committing  wilful  damage 
to  a  plate-glass  window  at  the  establishment  of  Mr.  M.  H. 
Stiles,  chemist  and  druggist,  French  Gate,  Doncaster.  The 
evidence  showed  that  on  July  31  the  accused  deliberately 
threw  a  largie  piece  of  brick  at  the  window,  doing  damage 
to  the  extent  of  8/.  10s.  Accused,  who  had  served  six 
months'  hard  labour  for  similar  offences,  was  committed  for 
trial. 
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The  Store's  Own  Same. 

The  Army  and  Navy  Co-operative  Society  (Limited), 
Victoria  Street,  S.W.,  sought  an  interlocutory  injunction 
from  Mr.  Justice  Buckley  to  restrain  the  Army,  Navy,  and 
Civil  Service  Co-operative  Society  of  South  Africa  (Limited) 
from  using  their  name,  and  on  Wednesday  the  Judge  granted 
the  motion. 

The  "Week's  Poisonings. 

Carbolic  acid  figures  largely  in  the  poisoning-cases  this 
week,  four  cases  of  suicide  by  its  means  being  recorded. 
Morphia  and  chlorodyne  each  have  one  victim  by  suicide, 
while  laudanum  is  responsible  for  two  deaths  by  mis- 
adventure. A  clergyman,  the  Kev.  Jas.  John  Kelly,  was 
found  dead  near  Douglas,  Isle  of  Man,  on  Saturday  night. 
He  had  been  much  depressed  since  the  death  of  his  wife 
four  years  ago,  and  had  resigned  his  charge  at  Wishart  about 
twelve  months  ago  on  account  of  ill-health.  He  had 
taken  a  quantity  of  liniment  of  aconite,  belladonna, 
and  chloroform.  At  the  inquest  a  verdict  of  suicide  during 
temporary  insanity  was  returned. — A  case  of  poisoning  by 
means  of  nitric  acid  procured  from  Messrs.  Allen  &  Lloyd's 
drug-stores,  Aldershot,  occurred  last  week,  the  victim  being 
one  John  Henry  Hatton,  a  musician  by  profession,  employed 
at  the  Bow  Theatre.  He  procured  the  acid  saying  he  wanted 
it  for  cleaning  metal ;  and  the  assistant,  who  tried  to  give 
him  oxalic  acid,  had  to  sell  nitric  as  he  wanted  something 
stronger  and  in  a  liquid  form.  It  was  sold  in  accordance 
with  the  Poison  Regulations,  and  the  purchaser  seemed 
sober  and  in  his  right  mind  at  the  time. — A  case  is  also 
reported  of  attempted  poisoning  by  oxalic  acid  and  another 
by  cantharidine.  In  the  latter  case  the  victim  was  a  hair- 
dresser in  Plymouth.  —  A  case  is  also  recorded  from 
Barnstaple  in  which  two  children  were  poisoned  by  eating 
laburnum-seeds.  Prompt  medical  aid  relieved  the  little 
sufferers. 


3visb  mews. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland. 

The  usual  monthly  meeting  of  the  Council  was  convened 
for  August  6  at  the  Society's  House,  67  Lower  Mount  Street, 
Dublin,  at  3  o'clock,  but  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to 
constitute  a  quorum  not  attending,  no  business  could  be 
transacted,  and  the  licence  certificates  of  candidates  who 
had  passed  their  final  examination  could  not  be  sealed.  An 
informal  discussion  took  place  in  reference  to  a  letter  which 
had  been  received  from  the  President  (Mr.  George  D.  Beggs) 
resigning  the  ofiice  of  President.  The  Vice-President  (Mr. 
Bernard)  said  ,if  they  had  a  quorum  there  could  be  no 
doubt  that  the  Council  would  unanimously  request  Mr. 
Beggs  to  reconsider  his  decision.  Only  another  meeting  of 
the  Council  could  take  place  before  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Society,  and  he  suggested  that  the  Registrar  should 
write  to  Mr.  Beggs  expressing  the  earnest  hope  of  the 
members  that  he  would  continue  in  office  until  October. 
The  suggestion  was  unanimously  approved  of. 

The  following  members  attended :  The  Vice-President 
(Mr.  J.  J.  Bernard)  and  Messrs.  Kelly,  Batt,  Johnston, 
Brown,  and  Professor  Tichborne. 

A'Northern  Science  College, 

P.  Sir  James  H.  Haslett,  chemist  and  druggist,  Belfast,  has 
undertaken  to  represent  the  northern  capital  in  an  interview 
with  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  on  the  subject  of  the 
foundation  of  a  Royal  College  of  Science  for  Belfast  similar 
in  equipment  to  that  provided  for  Dublin. 

A  Poisoning  Charge. 

A  woman  named  Elizabeth  Fagan  has  been  sent  for  trial 
at  Dublin  on  the  charge  of  attempting  to  poison  her  husband 
by  administering  cyanide  of  potassium  in  a  drink  whilst 
attending  him  during  illness.  Sir  Charles  Cameron  stated 
he  analysed  the  liquid  and  found  a  quantity  of  the  poison  in 
it  sufficient  to  kill  six  persons. 


The  Belfast  Contract. 

The  Local  Government  Board  have  communicated  to  tile- 
Belfast  Board  of  Guardians  a  copy  of  Dr.  Smyth's  report  on 
the  recent  inquiry.  The  Guardians  are  censured  for  entering 
into  a  separate  contract  for  extra  medicines,  as  the  con- 
tractors (Messrs.  Clarke  &  Co.)  were  obliged,  under  their 
bond,  to  supply  all  extra  medicines  that  might  be  required. 
The  action  of  the  contractors  is  open  to  so  unfavourable- 
interpretation  that  the  Board  think  a  meeting  should  con- 
sider whether  that  firm  should  any  longer  be  trusted  with 
the  drug-contract.  Lamentable  extravagance  and  waste  in 
connection  with  the  requisitioning  of  drugs  and  other 
articles  by  the  members  of  the  medical  staff  were  brought  to 
light,  and  there  was  want  of  control  in  the  issue  of  goods  by 
the  medical  staff,  compounder,  and  nurses.  The  Guardians 
explain  that  to  refuse  to  supply  extra  medicines  would  have- 
laid  them  under  serious  responsibility  in  case  of  the  death 
of  the  patients,  and  a  further  meeting  to  consider  the  matter 
is  to  be  held  next  Friday. 


Scotcb  1Rews. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Coronation-holidays. 

The  chemists  of  Dumfries  and  Maxwelltown  are  to  close- 
their  shops  from  12  o'clock  noon  to  6  o'clock  p.m.  on- 
August  9,  "in  order  to  show  their  loyalty  to  the  Throne." 

Funeral  of  the  late  Mr.  Johnston. 

The  funeral  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Johnston  (of  Messrs.  G. 
Reid  &  Sons,  chemists,  Aberdeen)  took  place  on  July  31  at 
St.  Peter's  Cemetery,  Aberdeen,  and  was  attended  by  a  large 
concourse  of  mourners,  among  whom  were  Mr.  John  Johnston 
(son)  ;  Mr.  James  and  Dr.  Kelly  (sons-in-law) ;  Mr.  David 
Storrar,  chemist,  Kirkcaldy ;  Mr.  A.  Strachan,  chemist ;  Mr. 
R.  Leslie,  chemist ;  Mr.  William  Giles,  chemist ;  Mr.  R.  Hall, 
chemist ;  Mr.  J.  P.  Kay,  chemist ;  and  Mr.  D.  A.  Mortimer, 
chemist.  Amongst  the  floral  tributes  was  a  wreath  sent- 
by  the  Aberdeen  Chemists'  Association. 

Business  Changes. 

Mr.  John  Prentice,  after  carrying  on  business  as  a  chemist- 
and  druggist  in  Nicolson  Street,  Edinburgh,  for  nearly  forty 
years,  has  retired.    His  successor  is  Mr.  A.  C.  Martin. 

The  business  carried  on  until  recently  by  Mr.  Wm.  Mac- 
pherson,  chemist  and  druggist,  Dufftown,  has  been  acquired 
by  Mr.  Geo.  A.  McGregor,  a  son  of  Mr.  George  McGregor,, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Ellon. 

A  chemist's  and  druggist's  shop-fittings  and  stock-in-trade- 
were  offered  for  sale  by  auction  in  Dundee  on  Wednesday, 
The  goods  had  been  transferred  from  a  shop  in  Tayport, 
which  was  opened  by  Mr.  Fernie,  Newport,  but  he  disposed 
of  it  to  a  Cupar  lady,  who  is  now  realising. 

Glasgow  Notes. 

Owing  to  the  extensive  structural  alterations  in  the  pre- 
mises to  be  occupied  by  Boots,  Cash  Chemists,  the  opening 
has  been  postponed  indefinitely. 

The  Glasgow  Corporation  has  entered  on  a  crusade  against 
promiscuous  spitting  on  their  cars  by  securing-  the  conviction- 
of  a  sanitary  inspector  for  expectorating,  in  spite  of  warnings, 
on  the  roof  of  a  car. 

The  handsome  new  electrical  pavilion  at  the  Glasgow 
Royal  Infirmary  was  formally  opened  on  July  31.  The 
electrical  apparatus,  which  comprises  Finsen  light,  high- 
frequency  current  machines,  and  an  x-ray  installation,  has- 
been  fitted  up  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  John  Macintyre. 

It  was  Professor  Bower,  one  of  the  members  of  the  Edin- 
burgh Board  of  Examiners,  who  received  the  colonial  and 
native  troopers  on  the  occasion  of  their  visit  to  Glasgow 
University  last  week.  The  Professor,  in- addressing  the  men, 
was  commendably  brief,  and  appealed  to  their  practical 
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instincts  by  a  reference  to  the  epoch-making  discovery  of  the 
■steam-engine  by  Watt,  and  the  antiseptic  treatment  founded 
by  Lister. 

A  quaint  old  Highlander,  who  makes  a  living  by  selling 
irare  wild  ferns,  which  he  collects  in  remote  parts  of  the 
Highlands  and  islands,  is  at  present  working  a  round  of  the 
medical  men  and  pharmacists  of  Glasgow.  He  soft-sawders 
his  contingent  customers  by  assuring  tliem  that  he  comes  to 
them  because  they  are  scientific  men,  who  can  appreciate 
the  value  of  his  stock,  and  will  not  grudge  a  poor  man  a  fair 
price  for  a  good  plant. 

A  young  assistant  in  an  Eastern  suburb  has  just  had  a 
startling  experience.  A  man,  apparently  sober,  asked  for  a 
draught  containing  10  gr.  of  chloral  hydrate  for  nervousness, 
to  be  taken  at  the  counter.  It  was  supplied  without  mis- 
giving, but  the  customer  had  barely  swallowed  it  when  he 
fell  like  a  log  on  the  floor  and  remained  insensible  in  spite 
of  all  efforts  to  revive  him.  Fortunately  the  man's  address 
was  found  in  one  of  his  pockets,  and  by  the  aid  of  a  friendly 
policeman  he  was  removed  in  a  cab  to  his  residence,  where 
he  slept  for  twelve  hours  and  awoke  quite  restored.  The 
man  had  been  drinking,  and,  according  to  medical  testimony, 
at  almost  any  stage  short  of  D.T.'s  the  effect  of  chloral  is  to 
augment  the  narcosis  of,  the  final  stage  of  alcoholic 
intoxication. 

Chief-Constable  Stevenson  has  now  submitted  his  report 
on  ether-drinking  to  the  Magistrates'  Committee.  The 
following  are  the  chief  points  in  the  report :  According  to 
the  wholesale  chemists  of  the  city,  the  sale  of  ether  is  not 
increasing,  and  they  have  only  a  small  number  of  customers 
(not  necessarily  retail  chemists)  who  buy  quantities  of  ether 
for  which  they  cannot  account  satisfactorily.  Many  retail 
chemists  state  that  it  is  only  asked  for  when  prescribed  by 
a  doctor.  A  few  admit  that  it  is  purchased  by  persons  for 
drinking,  and  that  they  sell  from  J  gal.  to  1  gal.  a  week. 
No  doubt,  however,  is  entertained  that  it  is  sold  by  others, 
who  suppress  the  fact.  There  is  no  evidence  to  show  that 
ether-drinkers  are  a  large  class  numerically,  but  it  has  been 
found  that  large  quantities  are  sold  in  low-class  districts. 
It  is  recommended  that  the  Magistrates  include  ether  in  the 
poisons  scheduled  by  the  Order  in  Council,  November  29, 
1890.  [This  is  an  Order  of  the  Privy  Council  in  Ireland, 
which  does  not  apply  to  Great  Britain. — Editor.]  A 
reference  to  the  G.  $  JD.,  July  5,  page  5,  will  prove  that  the 
above  report  confirms  most  of  our  correspondent's  state- 
ments. The  few  chemists  (?)  are  either  unqualified  owners 
of  drug-shops  or  doctors'  shops.  It  will  be  noted  that  what 
the  newspapers  described  as  "  many  chemists  who  sell  from 
1§  to  2  gals,  on  a  Sunday "  are  reduced  to  a  few  who  do 
not  dispose  of  that  quantity  in  a  week. 


jfrencb  1Rews. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Liquid  Air  in  Aeronautics. — According  to  M.  Georges 
Claude  there  is  a  future  for  the  use  of  liquid  air  in  providing 
aeronauts  with  the  oxygen  necessary  for  high  altitudes.  He 
also  considers  that  liquid  air  can  be  used  with  advantage 
for  scientific  experiments  in  balloons, 

The  A.F.A.S. — The  Association  Francaise  pour  l'Avance- 
ment  des  Sciences,  the  French  counterpart  of  the  British 
Association,  is  holding  its  meeting  this  year  at  Montauban, 
in  the  South  of  France,  commencing  on  Thursday,  August  7. 
A  large  and  varied  number  of  subjects  have,  as  usual,  been 
inscribed  for  discussion  in  the  various  sections,  of  which  there 
are  eighteen  in  all,  including  chemistry,  botany,  zoology, 
medical  sciences,  medical  electricity,  and  hygiene.  Odont- 
ology is  inscribed  as  a  sub-section.  The  principal  question  down 
for  discussion  at  the  general  meetings  of  the  Congress  is  that 
of  electric  traction,  and  M.  Stanislas  Meunier,  Professor  of 
Natural  History,  will  give  a  conference  on  volcanoes.  A  pro- 
gramme of  excursions  has  been  drawn  up  as  usual. 

Guarding  a  Secret  Process. — A  curious  incident  is 
related  concerning  attempts  said  to  have  been  made  to  learn 
the  secret  process  used  by  M.  Costi,  a  chemist  residing  in 


the  Avenue  de  Chatillon,  Paris,  for  giving  metallic  tints  to 
earthenware.  M.  Costi  attached  a  good  deal  of  value  to  his 
discovery,  and  took  every  possible  precaution  with  a  view  to 
hiding  the  process  from  inquisitive  and  enterprising  com- 
petitors. He  had  even  gone  so  far  as  to  have  a  special  room 
built,  of  which  he  always  kept  the  key  in  his  possession, 
and  here  he  erected  a  kiln  for  baking  earthenware  according 
to  his  own  method.  But,  in  spite  of  precautions,  his  resi- 
dence has  been  broken  into  and  the  private  room  overhauled 
by  burglars,  who  went  so  far  as  to  take  the  kiln  to  pieces,  in 
the  hope  of  learning  the  chemist's  secret, 

Obituary. — The  death  occurred  last  Saturday  morning, 
August  2,  of  M.  Adhemar  Henri  Auguste  Dethan.  at  his  resi- 
dence, 25  rue  Bauclin,  Paris.  M.  Dethan  was  74  years  of 
age,  and  had  long  held  a  prominent  position  in  the  Paris 
world  of  pharmacy  as  a  well-known  maker  of  several  popular 
pharmaceutical  specialities.  He  was  Hon.  President  of  the 
Chambre  Syndicate  des  Pharmaciens  de  Paris  and  the  Seine 
and  a  Pharmacien  de  Premiere  Classe.  M.  Georges  Dethan, 
proprietor  of  the  well-known  Anglo-French  Beral  Pharmacy 
in  the  rue  de  la  Paix,  Paris,  is  his  nephew.  The  funeral  took 
place  last  Tuesday  morning,  and  was  attended  by  a  number 
of  prominent  Paris  pharmacists. — The  death  is  also  an- 
nounced, at  Lyons,  of  M.  Andre  Guilleminet,  a  leading 
pharmacist  of  that  town  and  a  former  President  of  the  Lyons 
Society  of  Pharmacy. 

De.  Garnault's  Experiments. — Dr.  Garnault  continues 
to  insist  on  the  fallacy  of  Koch's  doctrine,  and  states  that  lie 
is  determined  to  continue  his  demonstration  by  self-inocula- 
tion with  tuberculosis  virus  until  every  scientific  man  will  be 
forced  to  acknowledge  it.  The  French  physician  has  been 
something  of  a  social  lion  during  the  past  few  weeks,  and  is 
'said  to  have  refused  numerous  invitations.  He  has  recently 
published  the  following  letter : — 

The  microscopic  examinations  of  shreds  o£  skin  removed  on 
Thursday  last  by  Professor  Truffier  has  been  made  at  the  Pasteur 
Institute.  A  great  number  of  enlarged  cells  were  found,  which 
are  characteristic  of  tuberculosis.  It  is  a  fact  that  the  tuber- 
culosis bacilli  have  not  yet  been  found,  but  in  such  case  this 
nearly  always  occurs,  and  it  may  be  accepted  as  certain  that  these 
bacilli  will  be  found  in  the  guinea-pigs  inoculated  with  the  other 
fragments  of  the  skin.  This  latter  observation,  which  can  only  be 
made  in  fifteen  days'  time,  will  complete  absolutely  the  demonstra- 
tion of  the  falsity  of  the  affirmation  made  by  Koch.  Nevertheless, 
this  falsity  may  be  taken  as  almost  certain  from  the  present  time, 
for  under  ordinary  conditions  the  proof  already  obtained  would 
have  been  sufficient  to  affirm  the  existence  of  tuberculosis  infection. 

At  Pasteur's  Birthplace. — On  Sunday  last  a  statue 
erected  to  the  memory  of  Pasteur  was  unveiled  at  Dole, 
the  birthplace  of  the  great  chemist.  Nineteen  years 
ago,  011  July  14,  1883,  the  Doloise  municipality  com- 
memorated the  fact  by  placing  a  marble  slab  on  the  modest 
house  where  he  was  born  on  December  27,  1822,  in  the 
Rue  des  Tanneurs,  now  called  Rue  Pasteur.  For  the 
inauguration  of  the  statue  the  townspeople  had  made; 
extensive  preparations,  and  all  the  local  notabilities,  in- 
cluding the  members  of  Parliament,  were  present.  The 
Government  was  represented  by  M.  Trouillot,  Minister  of 
Commerce,  who  made  the  distribution  of  medals  and 
decorations  that  is  customary  here  on  such  occasions.  He 
afterwards  proceeded  to  the  ceremony  of  unveiling  the 
monument,  and  made  an  interesting  speech,  in  which  he 
traced  the  life  of  Pasteur.  The  Minister  referred  to  it  as  an 
incessant  struggle  against  death  and  suffering,  which  ended 
in  victory  for  the  savant.  He  also  spoke  of  the  advantages 
suffering  humanity  all  over  the  world  had  derived  from 
Pasteur's  discoveries.  Never  has  the  saying  "  Genius  is 
patience  "  been  so  truly  proved  as  in  the  case  of  his  life.  In 
concluding,  M.  Trouillot  said  :  "  Pasteur's  native  place  shows 
itself  worthy  of  his  memory  and  faithful  to  his  teachings 
when  it  affirms  its  faith  in  the  definite  triumph  of  the  ideas 
of  peace,  unity,  and  justice."  The  Dole  statue  of  Pasteur 
is  by  the  well-known  sculptor,  M.  Carles,  and  was  shown  at 
the  Paris  Salon  of  the  Artistes  Francais  this  spring. 
Mme.  Pasteur  and  various  members  of  her  family  attended 
the  ceremony,  and  in  the  evening  they  were  present  at  a 
banquet  given  in  honour  of  the  event. 


Salicvlic-acid  Ointment  applied  to  developing  boils  aborts 
them,  says  a  medical  paper. 
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Messrs.  C.  J.  Hewlett  &  Son,  Charlotte  Street,  E.C., 
will  close  on  Saturday,  August  9,  on.  the  occasion  of  the 
Coronation. 

1,100  Square  Miles  of  Cattle-farms.— The  Liebig 
Company,  who  have  for  many  years  past  possessed  vast 
tracts  of  cattle-farms  in  Uruguay  and  Argentine  Republic, 
are  now  extending  their  operations  to  the  Republic  of 
Paraguay,  where  they  have  bought  two  farms,  comprising 
178,000  acres,  which  will  in  a  few  years  be  fully  stocked  with 
fine  Hereford  cattle.  This  makes  the  total  area  of  the  Lemco 
and  Oxo  cattle-farms  705,000  acres,  or  more  than  four  times 
the  size  of  the  county  of  Middlesex. 

Chinese  Wood  Oil. — Those  of  our  subscribers  who  are 
interested  in  this  subject,  which  was  treated  at  some  length 
by  Dr.  A.  Henry  in  the  C.  Sf  D.,  May  31,  will  find  much 
useful  information  in  a  little  pamphlet  just  issued  by  Mr. 
Fredk.  Boehm,  16  Jewry  Street,  E.C.,  on  "  Wood  Oil :  Its 
Source,  Character,  and  Uses."  The  pamphlet  is  neatly  got 
up,  and  treats  succinctly  of  the  origin,  preparation,  and 
commerce  of  wood  oil ;  its  uses  by  natives  and  Europeans, 
and  its  suitability  for  various  purposes  in  this  country.  Its 
properties  are  fully  treated,  and  its  characters  and  tests 
commented  on. 


personalities. 


Mr.  B.  M.  WlNKBL  has  joined  Messrs.  Armour  &  Co.'s  staff, 
taking  the  South  Coast  journey. 

Mr.  Joseph  Machin  Furness,  chemist  and  druggist,  of 
137  Fitzwilliam  Street,  Sheffield,  has  been  placed  on  the 
Commission  of  the  Peace  for  the  city. 

Mr.  George  Senter,  Ph.C,  B.Sc,  formerly  of  Edinburgh, 
who  has  held  an  International  Exhibition  Research  Scholar- 
ship of  150/.  for  a  year,  has  had  it  renewed  for  another  year. 

The  verses,  "  Love  at  First  Sight,"  which  appear  in  Punch 
of  July  30,  were,  we  understand,  from  the  pen  of  Mr 
George  J.  Walker,  of  Walker,  Troke  &  Co.,  Bath  Street,  E.G 

Mr.  W.  F.  Mosley,  of  Pangbourne,  Reading,  chemist  and 
druggist,  has  been  awarded  the  Final  Diploma  (Fellowship) 
of  the  Guild  of  Organists  (Incorporated),  at  the  examination 
held  in  London  last  month. 

Mr.  H.  R.  Arnold,  of  Messrs.  Burgoyne,  Burbidges  &  Co., 
Mr.  Charles  W.  White,  and  Mr.  J.  H.  D.  Wickham,  former 
representatives  of  the  firm  in  South  Africa,  were  present  at 
the  South  African  Dinner  at  the  Hotel  Metropole  on  July  31, 
when  a  sword  of  honour  from  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  of 
Cape  Town  was  presented  to  Lord  Kitchener. 

London  University.— The  staff  of  the  reorganised  de- 
partment of  chemistry  in  this  University  will  be  as  follows  : — 
General  and  inorganic  chemistry :  Professor,  Sir  William 
Ramsay ;  assistant  professors,  Dr.  F.  G.  Donnan,  Dr.  Morris 
Travers,  and  Mr.  E.  C.  C.  Baly.  Organic  chemistry :  Pro- 
fessor, J.  Normsn  Collie;  assistant  professor,  Dr.  S.  Smiles. 

Councillor  Wm.  Butcher  (Wm.  Butcher  &  Sons),  of 
Blackheath,  has  sent  in  his  resignation  as  Chairman  of  the 
Libraries  Committee  of  the  Lewisham  Borough  Council 
owing  to  the  indifferent  state  of  his  wife's  health.  On 
September  12  he  and  Mrs.  Butcher  sail  for  Queensland. 
Mr.  Butcher  anticipates  that  he  will  be  away  from  England 
some  eight  or  nine  months. 

Mr.  Francis  Fowke,  who  has  been  for  thirty-one  years 
General  Secretary  of  the  British  Medical  Association,  has 
tendered  his  resignation,  owing  to  failing  health  necessi- 
tating his  residence  out  of  London  during  the  winter.  The 
Council  have  unanimously  resolved  to  recommend  Mr. 
Fowke's  election  as  an  honorary  member  at  the  general 
meeting.  Mr.  Fowke's  resignation  takes  effect  on  October  31, 
and  Mr.  Guy  Ellison,  who  has  been  for  3|  years  assistant 
secretary,  is  to  succeed  him  in  the  appointment. 

Dr.  William  Palmer  Wynne,  F.R.S.,  who  was  on 
Wednesday  appointed  Professor  of  Chemistry  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  in  succession  to 


Dr.  Norman  Collie,  is  a  native  of  Stafford,  where  he  was 
born  forty-one  years  ago.  He  was  educated  at  King- 
Edward's  School,  Birmingham,  whence  so  many  brilliant 
men  have  come,  and  he  got  his  scientific  education  at  the 
Royal  College  of  Science,  South  Kensington,  of  which  he  is 
an  Associate.  He  is  a  doctor  of  science  of  the  London 
University,  and  was  elected  a  Fellow  of  the  Institute  of 
Chemistry  in  1887,  and  of  the  Chemical  Society  in  1885. 
He  was  lecturer  on  chemistry  at  the  City  and  Guilds  of 
London  Central  Technical  College  from  1888  to  1890,  when 
he  was  appointed  Assistant  Professor  of  Chemistry  at  the 
Royal  College  of  Science,  which  appointment  he  has  held  up 
to  the  present.  Dr.  Wynne  was  appointed  in  1899  Editor  of 
the  Journal  of  tli e  Chemical  Society  in  succession  to  Mr.  C.  E. 
Groves,  F.R.S.  He  has  distinguished  himself  by  his  re- 
searches in  organic  chemistry,  and  in  recognition  thereof  he 
was  elected  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  a  few  years  ago. 
Dr.  Wynne  is  a  charming  and  cultured  man,  precise  and 
thoroughly  methodical,  with  the  gift  of  ready  utterance  and 
clear  exposition. 


Birtbs. 


Cruickshank. — At  The  Pharmacy,  Rothienorman.i- on 
July  9,  the  wife  of  G.  L.  Cruickshank,  chemist  and  druggist, 
of  a  son. 

Prebble. — On  August  3,  at  Chislehurst  West,  the  wife  of 
J.  G.  Prebble,  of  a  son. 

Somerville. — At  3  Oxford  Street,  Edinburgh,  on  July  30, 
the  wife  of  George  Somerville,  chemist  and  druggist, 
of  a  son. 


fiDariiaoes. 


Bradley — Figgis. — On  August  2,  at  Marlborough  Road 
Presbyterian  Church,  by  the  Rev.  J.  Monro  Gibson,  D.D. 
assisted  by  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Figgis,  uncle  of  the  bride, 
William  Henry  Bradley,  eldest  son  of  Samuel  Bradley,  Esq., 
of  Blakedown,  Kidderminster,  to  Maud  Mary  Figgis,  second 
daughter  of  Mr.  Samuel  Figgis,  of  Fenchurch  Street,  E.C., 
and  Montagu  Grove,  Hampstead. 

Jeffery — Nelson. — At  Northchurch  Parish  Church,  on 
July  9,  by  the  Rev.  S.  W.  Tedswell,  vicar  of  Tring,  and  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Pope,  Northchurch,  George  Goldar  Jeffery,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Tring,  eldest  son  of  the  late  George  Jeffery, 
Tring,  to  Annie  Elizabeth,  youngest  daughter  of  Mr.  John 
Nelson,  Fendley  House,  Tring.    The  service  was  choral. 

Layman — Bennett.— On  July  26,  at  St.  Mary  Abbott's, 
Kensington,  by  the  Rev.  Canon  Pennefather,  D.D.,  Vicar, 
Sydney  George,  third  son  of  Mr.  Charles  Noel  Layman,  of 
50  Southwark  Street,  S.E.,  and  Thornton  House,  Bickley,  Kent, 
to  Florence,  daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  Thomas  Waldon 
Bennett,  Lowestoft. 

Deatfcs. 


Adcock. — On  July  22,  Mr.  William  Adcock,  chemist  and 
druggist,  256  Broad  Street,  Birmingham.    Aged  73. 

Bessant.  — On  July  27,  Ida  Ada  Bessant,  wife  of  Mr. 
F.  R.  Bessant,  chemist  and  druggist,  2  St.  Mildred's  Road, 
Westgate-on-Sea.    Aged  39. 

Henry. — On  July  30,  Mr.  Geo.  Hewitt  Henry,  dispenser  to 
Mr.  Harrison,  L.S.A.,  Sherburn,  Durham.  Aged  39.  He 
died  suddenly  whilst  engaged  in  the  dispensary. 

McRae. — At  43  Lady  Menzies  Place,  Norton  Park,  on 
August  2,  William  Duncan,  second  son  of  Mr.  Alexander 
McRae,  chemist,  London  Road,  Edinburgh. 

Noble. — At  2  Roxburgh  Street,  Galashiels,  on  August  lr 
Harold,  youngest  son  of  Mr.  Alex.  Noble,  chemist  and  druggist. 
Aged  fifteen  months. 

Plunkett. — On  June  3,  at  Melbourne,  Vic,  Mr.  C.  T. 
Plunkett.  Aged  76.  Mr.  Plunkett  went  to  Australia  in 
1852,  after  some  training  in  London,  at  Butler's,  Ckeapside, 
and  became  assistant  to  Keogh  Brothers,  Melbourne,  after- 
wards purchasing  that  business  and  carrying  it  on  on  his 
own  account. 
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The  Ladies'  Local  Committee. 


WE  suggested  to  Mr.  Russell,  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  this 
Committee,  that  a  group-photograph  of  the  ladies 
printed  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  might  be  useful  to 
those  who  are  to  attend  the  meeting  next  week.  In  response 
we  have  received  an  excellent  whole-plate  photograph,  from 
which  the  accompanying  engraving  has  been  made.  The  names 
are  from  left  to  right.  Top  row :  Mrs.  Jno.  Anderson,  Mrs. 
Park,  Miss  Kermath,  Mr.  J.  Russell,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Thomson, 
Mrs.  J.  M.  Hardie,  and  Mrs.  J.  Gray.  Bottom  row :  Mrs.  Jno. 
Greig,  Miss  Russell,  Miss  Ferrier,  Miss  Anderson,  Mrs.  A.  B. 
Anderson,  Miss  Kerr,  and  Mrs.  Kerr. 


Messrs.  J.  C.  Umney  and  C.  T.  Bennett  are  contributing  a 
paper  on  olive  oil  as  well  as  the  one  on  Chinese  oil  of 
neroli. 

A  goodly  contingent  of  the  London  members  are  sailing' 
by  steamer  from  the  Dundee  Wharf  on  Saturday,  August  9. 
We  are  asked  to  remind  them  that,  in  order  to  obtain  the 
privilege  of  the  special  rate  (22s.  %i.  return),  they  must 
produce  evidence  of  membership  of  the  Conference.  No.  1 
or  No.  2  book  of  tickets  supplied  by  Mr.  Cummings  will  do, 
I  or  the  subscription  receipts. 


Three-fourths  of  the  8,000  female  physicians  in  the  world  live 
in  the  United  States. 

The  French  Codex  says,  "  A  spoon  is  full  when  the  liquid  it 
contains  comes  up  to  but  does  not  show  a  curve  above  the  upper 
edge  or  rim  of  the  bowl." 

Smith  :  "  Have  you  recovered  from  your  recent  illness  ?  " 
Brown  :  "  No,  not  fully."  Smith  :  "  Why,  you  look  as  well  as  ever." 
Brown  :  "  Yes,  but  I  owe  the  doctor  three  guineas  yet." 

Fob  Seasickness. — "  Smith  has  bought  a  great  thing.  He  saw 
an  advertisement  offering  a  certain  preventive  of  seasickness  for 
5s.,  and  sent  the  money."  "  Well,  what  did  he  get  ?  "  "A  post- 
card advising  him  to  stay  ashore." 

The  teacher  was  trying  to  explain  the  word  "  audience,"  and 
asked  the  minister's  son,  "  If  your  father  had  a  large  gathering, 
what  would  he  call  it  ?  "  "I  'spect  he'd  call  it  a  boil,  ma'am," 
was  the  pat  reply. 


Linseed  Meal  adulterated  with  mineral  oil  is  one  of  the  latest 
fakes  American  druggists  have  to  cope  with. 

Now  and  then  there  is  a  call  for  a  hair-curling  liquid.  A  fortune 
awaits  the  man  who  will  introduce  in  this  section  of  country  ['Way 
down  upon  the  Swanee  River]  a  preparation  which  will  straighten 
kinky  hair. — Southern  Drug  Journal. 

To  Remove  Tight  Stoppers. — A  correspondent  of  the  Drug- 
gists' Circular  uses  a  mixture  of  alcohol  2  dr.,  glycerin  1  dr.,  and 
sodium  chloride  1  dr.  Fill  the  space  above  the  stopper  with  the 
mixture.  After  standing  a  few  hours,  the  stopper  may  be  loosed 
by  a  slight  tap. 

From  Nigger  Country. — "  Hab  yo'  got  any  medicine  that  will 
purify  de  blood  '?  "  "  Yes,  we  keep  this  sarsaparilla,  at  one  dollar 
a  bottle.  It  purifies  the  blood  and  clears  the  complexion."  "  Well, 
boss,  hain't  yo'  got  sumfin'  fo'  about  fifty  cents,  jess  fo'  blood  ?  I 
don't  keer  about  the  complexion." 
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COUNCIL-MEETING. 
fPHE  meeting  on  Wednesday  was  sparsely  attended,  eight 
J-  of  the  members  being  away  either  through  indisposition 
or  holidays.  The  President  and  other  members  referred  to 
the  deaths  of  Mr.  J.  Johnston  (Aberdeen)  and  Mr.  T.  B.  Groves 
(Weymouth)  in  feeling  terms,  and  resolutions  of  sympathy 
with  the  relatives  were  passed.  The  Benevolent  Fund 
Committee  granted  121.  to  deserving  applicants.  Dr.  Palmer 
Wynne,  F.R.S.,  was  appointed  professor  of  chemistry  from 
amongst  twelve  applicants.  Mr.  Horace  Davenport  has 
presented  the  Society  with  a  clock  and  candelabra  as  a 
memento  of  his  father.  Mr.  A.  G.  C.  Pattinson  was  appointed 
to  the  second  Butt  scholarship,  and  resigned  the  Redwood 
scholarship  in  consequence.  The  Bell  scholars  appointed 
as  the  result  of  the  recent  examination  are  Mr.  F.  G.  C. 
Walker  and  Mr.  J.  T.  Cart,  and  the  annual  school  prizes  were 
awarded  on  the  recommendation,  of  the  professors.  In  the 
report  of  the  Board  of  Examiners  which  was  received 
attention  is  called  to  an  apparent  laxity  in  the  acceptance 
of  declarations  of  Minor  candidates  as  to  pupilage  or  service. 
This  is  a  matter  the  Board  in  Scotland  are  to  be  asked 
about,  and  it  will  then  receive  attention  from  the  Council. 
A  letter  of  congratulation  is  to  be  sent  to  the  American 
Pharmaceutical  Association  on  attaining  the  fiftieth  anni- 
versary of  its  foundation,  no  one  connected  with  the  Council 
being  able  to  accept  the  invitation  to  be  present. 


The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Council  was  held  on  August  6 
at  16  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C.  There  were  present  the 
President  (Mr.  G.  T.  W.  Newsholme),  Vice-President  (Mr. 
C.  B.  Allen),  Treasurer  (Mr.  S.  R.  Atkins),  and  Messrs. 
Carteighe,  Cross,  Gifford,  Glyn-Jones,  Harrington,  Harrison, 
Hills,  Robinson,  Savory,  and  Taylor. 

A  quorum  was  formed  at  ten  minutes  past  11,  and  after 
the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  had  been  disposed  of, 
the  President  announced  that  he  had  received  letters  of 
apology  for  absence  from  Messrs.  Cooper,  Corder,  Storrar, 
Park,  Symes,  and  Young.  The  absence  of  Messrs.  Cooper 
and  Storrar  was  due  to  indisposition.  He  (the  President) 
was  glad  to  announce  that  Mr.  Wootton  was  so  much  im- 
proved that  had  the  weather  been  fine,  he  would  have  been 
present  at  the  meeting  that  day.    (Hear,  hear.) 

The  late  Mr.  Johnston. 

The  President  said  that  he  regretted  to  announce  the 
death  of  Mr.  John  Johnston,  of  Aberdeen,  who  died,  as 
they  would  have  seen  by  the  pharmaceutical  Press,  suddenly 
on  July  29.  Mr.  Johnston  was  well  known  from  his 
association  with  the  Council  and  with  other  pharmaceutical 
bodies  in  the  country.  Though  not  a  talker,  Mr.  Johnston 
had  good  business  ability,  and  was  of  a  hospitable  dis- 
position. Any  pharmacist  or  councillor  who  happened  to  be 
in  Aberdeen  was  sure  to  be  well  entertained  by  Mr.  John- 
ston. He  had  been  a  valuable  member  for  Scotland,  to 
which  his  death  was  a  loss  as  well  as  to  this  country.  Mr. 
Storrar,  who  was  unable  to  be  present,  wrote  a  letter  in 
which  he  said  that  Mr.  Johnston  was  a  keen  business  man 
who  followed  with  great  interest  the  work  of  the  Council, 
particularly  the  Benevolent  Fund.  He  (Mr.  Storrar)  felt 
when  he  turned  away  from  his  grave  that  he  had  lost  a  true 
friend,  whom  he  would  long  miss.  The  President,  in  pro- 
posing that  a  letter  of  sympathy  be  sent  to  the  family,  said 
Mr.  Johnston  served  on  the  Council  from  1882  to  1891. 

The  Vice-President  said  he  could  do  little  to  supplement 
what  the  President  had  said.  Although  Mr.  Johnston  was 
a  silent  member,  he  was  an  exceedingly  good  listener,  and 
always  keenly  followed  anything  that  came  on  about 
Scotland.  Often  after  a  debate  he  would  put  in  a  few  words 
at  the  end  which  showed  that  he  had  grasped  the  whole 


discussion  thoroughly.  When  last  they  parted  with  Mr. 
Johnston  in  that  house,  it  was  with  the  thought  that  he 
would  soon  be  back  again,  but  it  was  not  to  be.  He  (the 
speaker)  had  lost  an  exceedingly  good  friend. 

The  motion  was  then  put,  and  carried  unanimously. 

The  Late|Mr.  T.  B.  Groves. 
The  President  next  referred  to  the  death  of  Mr.  T.  B. 
Groves,  whom,  although  he  did  not  know  personally,  he  knew 
as  a  good  worker  in  pharmacy.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Council  for  a  short  time  in  1870,  and  a  student  and  prizeman 
of  the  School  of  Pharmacy.  The  work  Mr.  Groves  did  had 
to  do  with  researches  on  aconite,  aloes,  and  senna.  He  had 
left  20?.  to  the  Benevolent  Fund,  and  a  portion  of  his  library 
to  the  Society,  which  was  evidence  of  his  interest  in  the 
Society's  work.  He  contributed  many  papers  to  the  evening  ■ 
meetings,  and,  the  President  added,  Mr.  Groves  set  an  example 
in  that  respect  to  the  individual  pharmacists  of  to-day  when 
the  Society  had  often  to  fall  back  on  the  professor  for 
papers. 

The  Treasurer  said  he  considered  it  a  privilege  to  second 
the  vote  of  condolence  with  Mr.  Groves's  family.  He  had  lost 
in  Mr.  Groves  one  of  his  oldest  and  truest  friends,  a  friend 
from  his  boyhood.  They  were  educated  in  the  same  town 
and  at  the  same  time,  and  kept  up  a  friendship,  unmarred 
by  any  misunderstanding,  throughout  life.  Their  communi- 
cations were  for  a  large  part  of  the  time  only  occasional  and 
by  correspondence,  but  still  by  interchanging  visits  he  had 
kept  up  personal  acquaintance  with  his  friend.  Very 
appreciative  testimony  had  been  borne  in  the  pharma- 
ceutical Press  to  Mr.  Groves's  work  as  a  pharmacist, 
and  to  this  he  would  like  to  add  a  few  words. 
Mr.  Groves  inherited  a  select  business,  and  the  impression 
with  medical  men  was  that  at  Mr.  Groves's  pharmacy  only 
the  best  of  everything  was  to  be  had.  That  impression 
existed  not  only  with  medical  men,  but  with  the  public  and 
the  men  who  were  trained  by  him.  It  was  the  impression 
that  those  who  employ  assistants  should  always  endeavour 
to  convey — that  everything  done  in  their  establishment  was 
above  suspicion.  Mr.  Groves's  scientific  work  was  mainly 
on  the  side  of  pharmacy,  and  he  would  remind  the  Council 
that  Mr.  Groves  was  associated  with  Dr.  Alder  Wright  in 
researches  on  aconitine,  which  was  work  that  had  stood  the 
test  of  time.  There  was,  however,  another  side  of  Mr. 
Groves's  work  to  which  he  would  like  to  refer — that  was  his 
work  as  an  archasologist.  In  1880  the  Mayor  and  Corpora- 
tion of  Weymouth  resolved  to  examine  into  the  condition  of 
their  archives,  which  were  in  a  deplorable  state,  and  asked 
the  Rev.  W.  H.  Mold,  brother  of  the  Bishop  of  Durham,  to 
undertake  the  work.  Mr.  Mold  said  he  would  edit  and 
calendar  the  mass  of  documents  which  dated  from  1252  to 
1800,  on  condition  that  two  of  the  best  Dorset  antiquaries 
— Mr.  Groves  and  Mr.  Bennett — would  help  him.  Mr. 
Groves  threw  himself  into  the  arduous  work  of 
digging  out  and  cataloguing  that  enormous  mass  of 
documents.  He  (the  speaker)  in  1874  had  helped  in  a 
similar  work.  The  muniment-room  of  his  town  being  in  a 
,  very  disorderly  state,  Mr.  Swain,  a  barrister,  did  an  important 
work  in  arranging  the  various  deeds.  Mr.  Groves,  knowing 
this,  wrote  to  him  (the  speaker)  for  information  on  several 
points,  and  when  in  1883  the  work  was  published  he  received 
an  early  copy,  which  he  prized  not  only  as  the  gift  of  his 
friend,  but  as  evidence  of  his  work  in  a  direction  not 
generally  known.  Mr.  Groves  was  a  patient  worker,  no  mean 
thinker,  and  a  true  man.  Of  the  friends  he  (the  speaker) 
had  lost — and  he  had  lost  a  good  many — one  of  the  best  of 
men  and  truest  friends  was  T.  B.  Groves  of  Weymouth. 

Mr.  HlLLS  had  the  privilege  of  acquaintance  with  Mr. 
Groves,  whom  he  used  to  meet  at  his  uncle's  in  Queen  Anne 
Street,  where  Mr.  Groves  always  used  to  dine  when  he  came 
to  London.  Mr.  Groves  was  one  of  those  men  whom  he 
regarded  as  a  typical  pharmacist,  like  the  late  G.  F.  Schacht, 
for  whom  all  have  the  greatest  regard  and  respect. 

The  vote  of  sympathy  was  put  and  carried  unanimously. 

...  r-  Elections. 

Diplomas  granted  to  the  'pharmacists  who  passed  the 
recent  Major  examination  were  ordered  to  be  stamped  with 
the  seal  of  the  Society. 

A  number  of  members  and  student-associates  were  elected, 
and  several  restored  to  their  former  status  in  the  Society. 
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Money-matters. 

The  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  was  next  read.  It 
showed  the  following  balances  : — 

£    s.  d. 

General  Fund  Account    4,394-  16  5 

Benevolent  Fund   470    0  11 

Donation  Account  ...       ...       ...       ...    236    1  0 

Orphan  Fund  Account    20  13  3 

Submitted  for  payment,  3,521/.  3s.  4r/.,  made  up  of  9001.  for 
■current  expenses  (600/.  in  London,  300/.  in  Edinburgh), 
865/.  16s.  3d.  salaries  and  annuities,  710/.  3s.  lOd.  Journal, 
501/.  10s.  4<Z.  examiners'  fees,  157/.  8s.  Hcl.  repairs,  85/.  17s.  5d. 
law-expenses,  85/.  15.t.  6d.  printing  and  stationery,  and 
214/.  lis.  3d.  sundries. 

The  President,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report,  said 
the  payments  were  heavy,  due  to  the  fact  that,  as  the 
Council  did  not  meet  next  month,  it  was  necessary  to  pro- 
vide for  two  months'  salaries. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

Charity, 

The  report  of  the  Benevolent  Fund  Committee  was  then 
taken  in  committee,  after  which 

The  Vice-President  said  there  were  a  good  number  of 
■cases  before  the  committee,  none  of  which  presented  any 
special  difficulty.  Grants  (four  of  13/.  and  one  of  20/.) 
were  recommended  to  be  made.  The  Vice-President  also 
asked  for  the  support  of  those  having  votes,  for  Dorothy 
Honman,  the  daughter  of  a  deceased  chemist,  who  was  a 
■candidate  for  the  London  Orphan  Asylum.  The  election  is 
to  take  place  in  January,  and  he  would  be  pleased  if 
members  would  use  their  influence  on  behalf  of  this  little 
girl. 

Library  Keport. 

The  reportsJ[of^the  Library,  Museiim,|School,  land  House 
Committee  were  next  taken.  The  first  report  dealt  with  the 
usual  monthly  statements  respecting  the  attendance  at  the 
libraries  and  museums  and  school  administration.  Mr. 
Knapman  is  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Library  Associa- 
tion at  Birmingham  in  September,  and  10/.  10s.  is  to  be  paid 
towards  his  expenses.  The  telegraphic  address  of  the 
Society,  "Bremridge  London,"  has  been  registered.  The 
portraits  of  Thomas  Hyde  Hills  and  Jacob  Bell,  which  Mr. 
J.  W.  North  has  been  restoring,  were  inspected  and  con- 
sidered to  be  much  improved.  At  an  adjourned  meeting 
twelve  applications  were  received  for  the  post  of  professor 
of  chemistry,  and  considered.  The  sub-committee  thought 
-that  the  qualifications  of  Dr.  Palmer  "Wynne,  F.K.S.,  Assis- 
tant Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  Royal  College  of  Science, 
-were  of  such  a  character  that  they  unanimously  recommended 
him  for  appointment  as  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the 
School  of  Pharmacy. 

Mr.  Horace  Davenport's  offer  to  present  the  Society  with  a 
clock  and  candelabra  as  a  souvenir  of  his  late  father  was 
accepted,  and  a  special  letter  of  thanks  suggested.  Various 
■other  matters,  such  as  the  printing  of  the  Calendar  and 
pointing  of  the  back  wall  of  No.  17,  were  mentioned. 

The  President,  referring  to  the  several  paragraphs  in  the 
report  by  number,  made  a  running  comment  on  the  items. 
"  Bremridge  London  "  was  chosen  as  the  telegraphic  address, 
as  there  was  only  another  Bremridge  in  London,  and  that 
was  the  Secretary's  father.  The  portraits  were  glazed  so  that 
they  would  stand  the  atmosphere.  Dr.  Palmer  Wynne,  he 
thought,  was  the  most  suitable  candidate  of  the  twelve 
persons  of  excellent  qualifications  who  applied.  The  Council 
was  only  too  ready  to  accept  the  handsome  clock  that  Mr. 
Horace  Davenport  offered.  It  would  frequently  remind  them 
-of  the  late  Mr.  Davenport,  who  did  so  much  for  the  Society. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  com- 
mittee held  on  Tuesday  Professor  Greenish  reported  on  the 
•work  of  the  Butt  scholar,  and  the  committee  recommended 
that  Mr.  A.  G.  C.  Pattinson  be  appointed  to  the  second  Butt 
scholarship,  and  be  allowed  to  resign  the  Redwood  scholar- 
ship he  held  at  present.  Applications  for  the  Redwood 
scholarship  are  to  be  received  up  to  September  29.  Mr. 
Heslop,  it  was  reported,  had  resigned  his  post  of  demon- 
strator, having  accepted  a  position  with  a  London  firm.  The 
Society's  premises  are  to  be  closed  on  Coronation-day,  and 
the  Edinburgh  premises  from  August  18  to  September  1. 

The  President  said  he  was  glad  Mr.  Pattinson  had  been 


appointed  Butt  scholar,  as  he  had  done  good  work  as  a  Bell 
and  Redwood  scholar. 

Mr.  Hills  referred  to  the  pictures  that  had  been  restored. 
There  was,  he  said,  no  greater  expert  than  Mr.  North,  who 
had  taken  great  interest  in  the  work;  and  had  had  the 
portrait  of  Thomas  Hyde  Hills  at  his  home  in  Somerset  to 
restore.  Mr.  North  had  also  given  the  Society  valuable 
advice  in  regard  to  pictures,  which  might  be  adopted  later 
on.  The  portrait  of  Jacob  Bell  had  not  been  taken  to 
Taunton,  but  had  been  much  improved  by  the  Secretary, 
acting  on  the  suggestions  of  Mr.  North. 

The  Butt  Scholarship  Report. 

The  following  is  Professor  Greenish's  report  on  the  work 
of  the  E.  Northway  Butt  Scholar  : — 

In  choosing  subjects  to  work  upon  it  was  considered  desirable, 
if  possible,  that  they  should  be  of  a  nature  that  would  be  directly 
useful  to  the  authorities  engaged  in  the  revision  of  the  Pharma- 
copoeia. There  are  a  number  of  such  subjects  awaiting  only  time 
and  opportunity  for  investigation,  and  they  are  naturally  of  high 
importance  to  pharmacy. 

The  first  subject  undertaken  was  the  determination  of  the  ash 
yielded  by  several  representative  samples  of  the  capsicum-fruits. 
The  object  of  this  examination  was  to  deterinme  in  how  far  the 
amount  of  ash  yielded  by  the  different  varieties  might  serve  as  a 
guide  in  ascertaining  the  quality  of  the  powdered  chillies  of  com- 
merce. The  results  were  communicated  to  an  evening-meeting  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  November  last.  It  was  shown  that 
whilst  the  amount  of  ash  may  detect  mineral  impurities,  it  will 
not  detect  the  substitution  of  one  variety  of  capsicum-fruit  for 
another. 

It  was  next  considered  desirable  to  examine  the  methods 
adopted  by  the  Pharmacopoeia  in  the  preparation  of  some,  at 
least,  of  the  extracts  and  liquid  extracts,  as  in  many  instances 
these  methods  appeared  defective.  Extract  of  gentian  was  the 
first  of  these  preparations  dealt  with,  and  the  results  of  the  work, 
together  with  an  improved  method  of  preparing  the  extract,  were 
embodied  in  a  paper  read  before  the  Society  in  March,  1902. 

Liquid  extract  of  ergot  appeared  much  in  need  of  revision. 
After  spending  some  considerable  time  in  compiling  the  recent 
literature  and  making  some  preliminary  experiments,  it  was 
found  that  part  of  the  work  contemplated  was  being  carried  out 
and  published  by  a  Dutch  pharmacist.  Pending  the  publication 
of  the  complete  paper,  this  subject  had  therefore  to  be  temporarily 
abandoned. 

Liquid  extract  of  coca  was  next  selected  for  work,  as  the  results 
recently  published  by  Mr.  Garsed — the  Salters'  Research  Fellow — 
could  be  utilised  for  this  purpose.  A  number  of  experiments  have 
been  made  with  a  view  of  improving  the  official  method  of  prepara- 
tion.   These  experiments  are  nearly,  but  not  quite,  completed. 

Similar  experiments  are  being  simultaneously  carried  out  with 
certain  other  liquid  extracts.  The  results,  when  completed,  will 
be  submitted  in  due  course  to  the  Research  Committee. 

The  reports  were  adopted. 

Other  Scholarships. 

The  special  committee  appointed  to  award  the  Jacob  Bell 
and  Manchester  scholarships  recommended  that  Mr.  F.  G.  C. 
Walker  (Kendal)  and  Mr.  J.  T.  Cart  (Shrewsbury)  be 
appointed  Bell  scholars,  and  Mr.  Frank  Dallimore  Man- 
chester scholar.  There  were  eighteen  candidates  for  the 
Jacob  Bell  scholarship,  of  whom  twelve  obtained  more  than 
the  minimum  number  of  marks.  There  were  only  two  candi- 
dates for  the  Manchester  scholarship. 

The  gentlemen  mentioned  were  accordingly  appointed,  and 
thanks  passed  to  the  Examiners. 

Report  of  Examiners. 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Examiners  for  England  and 
Wales  was  next  received,  as  follows  : — 

I.  The  Board  nominated  Messrs.  Peck  and  White  for  appoint- 
ment on  the  Joint  Committee  on  Education  and  Examination. 

II.  The  sub-committee  presented  the  following  report : — 

The  sub-committee  reported  that  it  had  been  through  the  list 
of  certificates  in  preliminary  knowledge  accepted  by  the  Board  and 
had  found  the  following  satisfactory  : — 

(a)  University  of  Oxford. — Junior  or  Senior  Local  examina- 
tions. Responsions. 

University  of  Cambridge. — Junior  or  Senior  Local  examina- 
tions.   Higher  Local.    Previous  examination. 

University  of  London. — Matriculation  examination. 

University  of  Durham. — Junior  or  Senior  Local  examinations 

Victoria  University. — Preliminary  exammation. 

Universities  of  Edinburgh,  Aberdeen,  Glasgow,  and  St. 
Andrews. — Preliminary  exammation  in  Arts  and  in  Medicine,  and 
in  Science. 
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Royal  University  of  Ireland. — Matriculation  examination. 
University  of  Dublin. — Entrance   examination   (for   "  High 
Places  "J. 

University  of  Wales. — Matriculation  examination. 

Intermediate  Education  Board  for  Ireland. — Examinations  of 
Middle  or  Senior  Grade  certificates. 

Central  Welsh  Board. — Examination  for  Junior,  Senior,  or 
Honours  certificates. 

Oxford,  and  Cambridge  Schools'  Examination  Board. — Exami- 
nation for  Higher  or  Lower  certificates. 

College  of  Preceptors. — Examination  for  a  First  or  Second  Class 
certificate. 

(6)  The  following  had  been  found  to  be  obsolete : — 

Victoria  University. — Entrance  examination  in  Arts  of  the 

Faculty  of  Medicine. 

Universities  of  Edinburgh  and  Aberdeen. — Junior  or  Senior 

Local  examinations. 

(c)  The  sub-committee  recommends  that  the  following  be  dis- 
continued : — 

Intermediate  Education  Board  for  Ireland. — Junior  Grade 
certificate. 

Educational  Institute  of  Scotland. — Preliminary  Medical  exami- 
nation. 

University  of  Durham. — Preliminary  examination  in  Arts. 

(d)  It  is  further  recommended  that  the  following  be  added  to  the 
list  :— 

University  of  Durham. — Certificate  of  Proficiency  examina- 
tion. 

University  of  Birmingham. — Matriculation  examination. 
Scotch  Education  Department. — A  Pass  in  the  Honours,  First 
Grade,  or  Lower  Grade  of  the  Leaving  certificates  examination. 

(e)  The  sub-committee  also  recommends  that  the  following 
paragraph  on  page  4  of  the  Regulations  be  amended  to  read  as 
follows  :  "  required  to  produce  a  Registrar's  certificate  of  birth,  and 
a  certified  declaration  that  he  has  been  registered  as  an  apprentice 
or  student,  and  has  for  three  years  been  practically  engaged  in 
the  translating  and  dispensing  of  prescriptions." 

The  Board  adopted  the  report  and  ordered  the  substance  of  it 
to  be  conveyed  to  the  Council. 

III.  A  member  of  the  Board  called  attention  to  the  apparent 
laxity  in  the  acceptance  of  declarations  of  Minor  candidates  as  to 
pupilage  or  service.  His  experiences  as  an  examiner  led  him  to 
the  conclusion  that  a  good  many  of  the  declarations  must  have 
been  untrue.  The  by-laws  provided  that  the  Registrar  should  be 
satisfied  that  each  candidate  shall  have  been  practically  engaged 
for  three  years  in  the  translation  and  dispensing  of  prescriptions 
— perhaps  the  Registrar  was  too  easily  satisfied  on  that  point. 

A  discussion  ensued,  and  eventually  it  was  agreed  that  the  point 
raised  was  a  proper  one  for  the  consideration  of  the  new  Joint 
Committee  on  Examination  and  Education,  and  should  be  for- 
mally remitted  to  that  committee. 

The  President  said,  in  regard  to  Paragraph  III.,  he  was 
bound  to  say  there  was  a  good  deal  of  laxity  on  the  part  of 
those  who  signed  the  declaration.  The  knowledge  that  the 
candidate  had  been  engaged  in  dispensing  was  often  too 
general.  It  was,  however,  difficult  for  the  Registrar  to  go 
beyond  the  declaration,  which  he  is  bound  to  take  in  good 
faith.  In  receiving  the  report  he  proposed  Paragraph  III. 
be  remitted  to  the  Board  of  Examiners  in  Scotland  for  them 
to  report  on  it. 

This  was  agreed  to. 

The  report  on  the  July  examinations  showed  that  in 
London  for  the  Major  there  were  29  candidates,  8  of  whom 
passed  and  12  failed ;  whilst  for  the  Minor,  of  the  305 
candidates,  92  passed  and  213  failed.  In  Edinburgh,  of 
5  Major  candidates,  3  passed  and  2  failed,  and  for  the 
Minor,  of  148  candidates,  53  passed  and  95  failed.  Eighteen 
certificates  were  received  as  required  for  the  Preliminary. 

School  Matters. 

The  staff  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy  was  appointed  as 
follows :  Professor  of  Botany — Dr.  Green ;  Professor  of 
Chemistry — Dr.  Wynne ;  Professor  of  Pharmaceutics — Mr. 
H.  G.  Greenish;  and  Assistant  Lecturer  in  Physics — Mr. 
T.  E.  Wallis. 

The  reports  of  the  professors  resulted  in  the  award  of  the 
following  medals  and  certificates  :- — 

Botany. — Medal  :  H.  Lake.  Certificates  of  Honour :  T.  H- 
Moore,  E.  N.  Hirst. 

Practical  Chemistry. — Medal :  T.  Llewelyn.  Certificates  of 
Honour  :  H.  Lake,  E.  N.  Hirst. 

Theoretical  Chemistry. — Medal :  H.  H.  Cooper.  Certificates  of 
Honour  :  E.  N.  Hirst,  H.  Lake. 

Materia  Medica. — Medal :  H.  Lake.  Certificates  of  Honour : 
H.  H.  Cooper,  H.  S.  Reeson. 

Pharmacy. — Silver  medal :  T.  H.  Moore 


The^Herbarium  Competition, 

upon  which  Professor  Green  reported,  resulted  in  a  bronze 
medal  being  awarded  to  Mr.  E.  G.  Dickinson. 

The  N.B.  Branch. 

Arising  out  of  a  resolution  of  the  executive  of  the  North 
British  Branch,  the  salary  of  Mr.  Joseph  Tate  was  increased 
to  100/.  a  year,  which  is  to  be  the  maximum  for  the  post  he 
fills.  Miss  MacMillan  was  appointed  typist  at  a  salary  of 
20Z.  a  year. 

The  A.P.A. 

As  no  member  of  the  Council  was  able  to  represent  the 
Society  at  the  meeting  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical 
Association  at  its  Jubilee  meeting  in  September,  it  was 
resolved  that  a  letter  of  congratulation  be  sent,  sealed  with 
the  seal  of  the  Society. 

Other  Matters. 
The  Board  of  Examiners  recommended  that  the  Bachelor 
of  Arts  certificate  of  Paris,  submitted  by  a  candidate,  be 
accepted    for    the   preliminary  examination,  which  was 
agreed  to. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  he  had  sent  to  every  person 
on  the  register  notice  of  the  change  in  the  regulations  for 
the  sale  and  storage  of  poison. 

The  Coroner  for  Alton,  Cheshire,  reported  that  at  an 
inquest  on  the  body  of  a  woman,  named  Brice,  it  was  found 
that  death  was  due  to  oil  of  absinthe.  The  Coroner  thought 
that  the  Society  could  do  something  towards  getting  the 
oil  scheduled  as  a  poison,  and  so  bring  it  into  conformity 
with  the  French  law  of  1872. 

A  polite  letter  is  to  be  sent  informing  the  Coroner  that 
the  Society  will  keep  his  suggestion  in  mind  against  the  time 
any  alterations  are  made  in  the  schedule. 

This  concluded  the  public  business. 


IPract'cal  IRotee  anfc  formula:. 


Wart-paint. 

According  to  Dr.  Taylor  (Medical  Brief)  the  failures 
with  glacial  acetic  acid  in  removing  warts  are  due  to  im- 
proper use.  This  is  how  it  should  be  used :  Twice  daily 
touch  each  wart  or  mole  with  enough  glacial  acetic  acid  to 
saturate  without  allowing  to  touch  the  healthy  skin.  If  this 
results  in  soreness,  too  much  acid  has  been  employed  ;  sus- 
pend for  forty-eight  hours,  and  again  resume.  The  warts 
and  moles  turn  brown,  rapidly  disappear,  and  leave  no  scar. 
There  is  no  danger. 

Toothache-drops. 

Codein.         ...       ...       ...       ...    gr.  j. 

01.  caryoph  5ij- 

Chloroform.    ...       ...       ...       ...  5vj. 

M. 

The  hollow  tooth  to  be  plugged  with  cottou-wool  soaked  in  the 
liquid. 

Phthisis-pills. 

Codein   gr.  isg. 

Terp.  hydrat   gr.  xv. 

Ext.  hyoscyami        ...       ...       ...  gr.  iss. 

Ext.  belladonnse    gr .  | 

Conf.  rosse    gr.  viiss. 

M.    Ft.  pil.  x. 

One  three  or  four  times  daily. 

The  Counter-top. 

A  pharmacist  describes  his  ideal  dispensing-couuter  top 
in  a  recent  issue  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Era.  The,  surface 
is  prepared  by  soaking  with  paraffin  wax  dissolved  in 
gasoline,  sandpapering,  and  repeating  the  process  for  some 
days  till  the  paraffin  has  penetrated  the  wood  to  quite  a 
depth.  Polishing  is  done  by  means  of  a  thick  woollen  rag. 
The  advantage  of  such  a  surface  to  the  prescription  counter 
is  that  liquids  can  be  spilt  on  it  without  making  a  mess,  as. 
they  run  off  like  water  from  a  duck's  back. 
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High  Court  Case. 

Malted  Milk. 

Before  Mr.  Justice  Buckley,  in  the  Chancery  Division,  on 
Friday,  August  1,  Mr.  Fletcher  Moulton,  K.C.,  moved  in  the 
matter  of  Horlick  v.  the  Friern  Manor  Dairy  Farm  (Limited) 
for  an  injunction  to  restrain  the  defendants  from  selling 
their  product  by  the  name  of  "  Malted  milk,"  so  as  to  con- 
fuse it  with  the  plaintiff's  product.  The  defendants  had 
consented  to  a  perpetual  injunction  practically  in  the  terms 
of  the  notice  of  motion  and  to  pay  the  costs  of  the  action 

Super-aeration. 

Before  Mr.  Justice  Grantham,  at  the  Nisi  Prius  Court, 
West  Biding  Assizes,  Leeds,  on  August  4,  the  case  of 
Allison  and  others  v.  the  Imperial  Foreign  Investment 
Corporation  (Limited)  came  on  for  hearing.  It  apj3eared 
from  the  pleadings  that  the  plaintiffs  claimed  the  return  of 
500Z.  paid  to  the  defendants  for  a  consideration  which  the 
plaintiffs  said  had  wholly  failed,  together  with  damages  for 
breach  of  contract.  Mr.  Tindal  Atkinson,  K.C.,  for  plaintiffs, 
explained  that  they  were  twelve  gentlemen  residing  in 
Scarborough  and  its  neighbourhood  who  had  formed  them- 
selves into  a  syndicate  to  float  a  company  for  taking  over  a 
licence  for  the  use  and  sale  of  machines  made  by  Super-aera- 
tion (Limited).  It  was  agreed  that  a  licence  should  be  granted 
to  the  syndicate  for  the  North  and  East  Ridings  of  York- 
shire and  the  county  of  Durham,  in  respect  of  which  the 
plaintiffs  paid  a  deposit  of  500Z.  Subsequently  it  was  denied 
that  the  county  of  Durham  was  included  in  the  bargain, 
and  a  licence  for  that  area  was  granted  to  a  syndicate  at 
Newcastle.  Evidence  in  support  of  counsel's  statement  was 
called,  and  Mr.  C.  Herts  was  the  only  witness  for  the 
defence.  His  Lordship,  in  summing  up,  said  the  only  reason 
for  forming  the  Imperial  Corporation  and  floating  subsidiary 
companies  was  to  put  money  into  Herts's  pocket  and  into 
the  pockets  of  the  shareholders,  who  were  originally,  at  any 
rate,  members  of  his  own  family.  The  jury  returned  a 
verdict  for  the  plaintiffs  for  500Z.,  and  judgment  was  entered 
accordingly. 


Pharmacy  Act,  1868. 

At  Sheffield  County  Court  on  August  1,  before  Judge 
Waddy,  K.C.,  Thoinas  H.  Lomas,  227  Crookes,  was  summoned 
by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  for  a  penalty 
of  51.  incurred  by  him  on  March  21,  1902,  by  having  sold  or 
kept  open  shop  for  the  retailing,  dispensing,  or  compounding 
of  poison — to  wit,  morphine — contained  in  and  forming  part 
of  the  ingredients  of  a  cough-mixture  contrary  to  the 
Pharmacy  Act,  1868.  The  same  amount  was  claimed  in 
regard  to  an  alleged  sale  of  morphine  on  April  2.  Mr.  Neal 
appeared  for  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain, 
and  Mr.  E.  W.  Clegg  was  for  the  defendant. 

Mr.  Neal  explained  the  case,  and  stated  that  Mr.  Tickle, 
analyst  for  the  city  of  Exeter,  who  acted  as  analyst  for  the 
Society,  analysed  the  mixtures  obtained  by  Foulds,  and 
found  that  both  contained  morphine.  Mr.  Clegg,  on  behalf  of 
the  defendant,  made  application  for  a  portion  of  the  liquid, 
and  this  has  been  analysed  by  Mr.  A.  H.  Allen,  city  analyst 
of  Sheffield,  who  failed  to  find  any  morphine  in  the  mixture. 
Mr.  Tickle  had  found  the  poison,  and  Mr.  Allen  had  not,  and 
he  contended  that  1  oz.  of  positive  evidence  was  worth  a 
whole  barrel  of  negative  evidence. 

Mr.  Arthur  Foukles  was  called,  and  stated  that  on  each 
date  he  called  at  the  defendant's  shop,  and  was  served  by 
the  defendant  with  a  mixture  containing  one  pennyworth 
each  of  mint,  aniseed,  paregoric,  and  laudanum. 

Mr.  Clegg  :  You  went  to  this  shop  and  asked  the  defen- 
dant to  break  the  law  ? — I  asked  him  for  what  I  knew  he 
had  in  his  place. 

You  asked  for  laudanum  1 — Yes. 

Although  you  knew  he  was  unqualified  1 — Certainly. 

Then  you  asked  him  to  break  the  law  ? — I  knew  he  had 
been  selling  laudanum  :  he  had  sold  it  to  me  previously  and 
paid  previous  penalties. 


Mr.  Thomas  Tickle,  B.Sc,  city  analyst  of  Exeter,  said  he 
found  morphine  to  the  extent  of  0'56  gr.  per  fl.  oz.  in  the 
mixture  bought  on  March  26  and  060  in  that  bought  on 
April  2. 

The  Judge  :  Knowing  as  we  do  what  all  this  must  come  to, 
is  it  worth  while  spending  further  time  over  it  ? 

Mr.  Clegg :  It  is  simply  a  question  whether  there  was 
morphine  in  the  mixture  or  not.  Mr.  Allen  will  distinctly 
say  there  was  not,  but  that  there  was  ipecacuanha,  which 
he  suggested  had  been  mistaken  for  morphine  by  Mr. 
Tickle. 

Mr.  Tickle,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Clegg,  said  that  as  analyst  to 
the  Society  he  had  had  considerable  experience  both  in  the 
analysis  of  morphine  and  ipecacuanha. 

Mr.  Clegg :  And  the  tests  in  inexperienced  hands  may 
give  similar  results  ? — Yes. 

Suppose  there  had  been  ipecacuanha  in  this  mixture, 
could  you  have  eliminated  it  by  the  process  you  applied  1 — 
Yes. 

Did  this  mixture  contain  a  certain  proportion  of  ipecacu- 
anha ? — I  did  not  search  for  it ;  I  searched  for  morphine,  and 
found  it.  I  employed  two  tests  for  the  detection  of  mor- 
phine ;  Frohde's  test  and  that  with  ferric  chloride. 

Can  you  understand  how  Mr.  Allen  could  search  for 
morphine  in  the  sample  you  sent  him  and  find  no  trace  of 
it  1 — Everything  depends  on  the  tests  applied.  But  I  am 
not  here  to  criticise  the  work  of  another  professional  man. 

Mr.  Clegg  submitted  that  the  action  must  fail.  A  portion 
of  the  mixture  sold  by  the  defendant  was  analysed  by  Mr. 
Allen,  the  Sheffield  city  analyst,  with  other  gentlemen,  and 
no  trace  of  morphine  was  found.  It  was  only  recently  that 
it  was  known  that  ipecacuanha  might  be  mistaken  for  mor- 
phine. It  appeared  that  at  an  examination  for  the  Associate- 
ship  of  the  Institute  of  Chemistry,  held  last  January,  the 
candidates  were  given  a  preparation  of  ipecacuanha  for 
analysis,  and  they  all,  he  thought,  with  one  exception, 
reported  that  the  sample  contained  morphine.  One  of  these 
candidates — Mr.  John  Evans — who  was  a  pharmaceutical 
chemist  and  Associate  of  the  Institute  of  Chemistry,  was 
now  in  Mr.  Allen's  laboratory  as  assistant.  He  would  state 
that  many  of  the  tests  for  morphine  were  simulated  by 
ipecacuanha,  which  fact  was  not  generally  known,  and  had 
misled  him  and  others  at  the  examination.  Mr.  Tickle,  no 
doubt,  had  large  numbers  of  samples  sent  to  him  for  analysis 
by  the  Society,  and  in  this  case,  being  unaware  that  there 
would  be  any  dispute,  he  would  not  conduct  the  analysis 
with  that  care  that  Mr.  Allen  did,  the  latter  gentleman 
knowing  that  the  question  was  whether  there  was  morphine 
in  the  mixture.  In  those  circumstances  Mr.  Tickle  might 
easily  have  been  mistaken  as  to  the  results  obtained.  He 
added  that  the  matter  could  have  been  settled  long  ago. 
Defendant  offered  to  submit  the  mixture  to  any  analytical 
chemist,  and  abide  by  the  result,  but  the  Society,  for  some 
reason,  preferred  to  bring  this  case  into  court. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Allen,  analyst  for  the  city  of  Sheffield,  was 
called  for  the  defendant.  He  said  he  had  had  a  large  expe- 
rience in  the  detection  of  morphine  and  opium,  hundreds  of 
samples  of  paregoric  and  similar  preparations  having  passed 
through  his  hands.  He  had  written  a  book  on  the  subject 
of  alkaloids. 

His  Honour :  Oh,  that  is  fatal.  (Laughter.) 

Witness,  continuing,  said  he  received  the  sample  from  Mr. 
Tickle,  who  wrote  that  the  question  at  issue  was  the  presence 
of  morphine.  He  also  stated  the  results  he  had  obtained. 
With  this  information  witness  started  on  his  examination, 
with  the  impression  that  morphine  was  present,  but,  after 
putting  the  liquid  to  various  tests,  he  found  not  the  slightest 
indication  of  that  poison.  He  did  not  obtain  the  charac- 
teristic blue  or  green  colour  with  ferric  chloride,  and  he 
failed  entirely  to  observe  crystals  of  morphine  under  the 
microscope.  With  Frohde's  test,  sugar  and  sulphuric  acid, 
and  iodic  acid,  the  sample  behaved  like  morphine,  but  these 
reactions  were  also  produced  by  the  alkaloids  from  ipeca- 
cuanha. He  obtained  crystals  quite  different  from  those 
of  morphine,  and  identical  with  those  obtained  from  actual 
ipecacuanha.  He  found  ipecacuanha  by  analysis,  and  after- 
wards learned  that  the  defendant  had  introduced  ipecacuanha 
into  the  mixture. 

Mr.  Neal :  You  know  that  in  two  of  the  substances  that 
were  purchased  from  the  defendant — paregoric  and  laudanum 
— morphine  would  be  found  1 — Yes. 
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•  Questioned  as  to  the  presence  of  meconic  acid,  Mr.  Allen 
said  he  was  positive  it  was  absent.  He  had  detected  meconic 
acid  in  an  exhumed  body  five  months  after  death,  and  could 
not  have  missed  it  in  this  case  if  present. 

Mr.  G.  E.  Scott-Smith,  F.I.C.,  and  Mr.  John  Evans,  A.I.C., 
who  are  in  Mr.  Allen's  laboratory,  and  who  were  present 
when  the  tests  were  carried  out,  corroborated  the  city 
analyst's  evidence.  They  denied  that  any  meconic  acid 
was  present. 

Mr.  Neal  said,  apart  from  the  scientific  evidence,  there 
must  be  a  verdict  for  the  Society.  The  evidence  that  defen- 
dant kept  open  shop  for  the  sale  of  poison  had  not  been 
contradicted.  Mr.  Fouldes  asked  for  two  poiscns — paregoric 
and  laudanum  —  and  he  either  obtained  them  or  the 
defendant  was  guilty  of  fraud.  There  was  one  silent  witness 
— the  bottle  in  which  the  mixture  was  put  on  the  21st 
March,  and  which  was  labelled  "Poison."  The  defence  was 
that,  having  been  asked  for  paregoric  and  laudanum,  the 
defendant  sold  ipecacuanha.  This  was  altogether  unlikely, 
and,  moreover,  he  contended  that  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Tickle 
must  be  accepted,  that  the  analysis  showed  morphine  in  the 
mixture. 

His  Honour  expressed  no  opinion  as  to  the  presence  or 
absence  of  morphine,  but  said  the  evidence  undoubtedly 
showed  that  the  shop  was  kept  open  for  the  retailing  and 
compounding  of  poison.  He  had  no  power  over  the  penalty, 
and  judgment  must  therefore  be  entered  for  the  Society  for 
51.  in  each  case,  and  costs. 

Sale  of  Sheep-dips. 

At  Lincoln  City  Police  Court  on  August  1,  Mr.  John  Scholey 
Battle,  trading  as  Battle,  Son  &  Maltby,  chemists,  Lincoln, 
was  summoned  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  for  unlawfully 
selling,  on  June  20,  to  Arthur  Foulds,  a  certain  poison — to 
wit,  arsenic — which  poison  when  sold  was  contained  in  a 
wrapper,  and  which  wrapper  was  not  distinctly  labelled  with 
the  word  "  Poison,"  and  for  that  "  on  the  same  date,  he  did 
not,  before  delivering  the  said  poison  to  Arthur  Foulds,  make 
an  entry  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  stating  in  the 
form  set  forth  in  the  Schedule  F  to  the  said  Act  annexed, 
the  date  of  the  sale,  the  name  and  address  of  the  purchaser, 
the  name  and  quantity  of  the  article  sold,  and  the  purpose 
for  which  it  was  stated  by  the  purchaser  he  required  it,  and 
to  which  entry  the  signature  of  the  purchaser  was  not 
affixed."  He  was  further  summoned  "  that  Arthur  Foulds 
was  then  a  person  unknown  to  him,  not  then  being  intro- 
duced to  him  by  some  person  already  known  to  him."  Mr. 
A.  B.  Porter  appeared  for  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and 
Mr.  J.  G.  Williams  for  the  defendant.  Mr.  Porter  said  he 
wished  to  withdraw  the  last  summons,  because  Mr.  Foulds, 
on  December  11,  1896,  did  purchase  of  Mr.  Battle  some 
vermin-killer,  and  was  therefore  known  to  him.  One  of  the 
other  counts  was  for  not  having  a  label  "  Poison  "  on  the 
packet,  which  Mr.  Battle  admitted,  said  Mr.  Porter,  and 
explained  there  was  a  ticket  with  the  word  "  Poisonous." 
There  was  a  great  deal  of  difference  between  the  two  words, 
and  the  Act  distinctly  stated  that  the  word  should  be 
"  Poison."  He  only,  however,  asked  in  that  case  for  a  small 
penalty,  with  court  costs.  In  the  other  case  the  offence  was 
more  serious — a  sheep-dip,  containing,  according  to  analysis, 
30  9  per  cent,  of  sulphide  of  arsenic,  but  the  defendant  only 
admitted  20  per  cent.  Taking  it  at  30  per  cent.,  ^  gr.  of 
arsenic  was  sufficient  to  kill  one  person,  and  there  would  be 
4,000  gr.  in  one  packet,  sufficient  to  kill  8,000  persons. 

Mr.  Williams,  for  the  defence,  said  that  was  the  first  time 
Messrs.  Battle  had  been  summoned  in  connection  with  their 
sheep-dips,  which  had  been  sold  for  a  great  number  of  years, 
and  the  offence,  if  any,  had  been  committed  innocently  and 
with  a  perfectly  clear  mind. 

The  Magistrates  retired  to  consider  the  matter,  and  on 
returning  the  Chairman  said  there  had  been  a  technical 
infringement  of  the  Act,  and  imposed  fines  of  Is.  and  lis. 
costs  in  each  of  the  cases,  the  special  costs  being  6/.  16s., 
making  a  total  of  81. 

The  Police  Prosecute  Unsuccessfully. 

At  the  Wolverhampton  Police  Court  on  Wednesday,  August  6 
before  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate  (Mr.  N.  C.  A.  Neville) 
Frederick  George  Walton,  of  Bilston  Street,  was  charged 
with  selling  poison,  he  not  being  a  pharmaceutical  chemist 


or  a  chemist  and  druggist  within  the  meaning  of  the  Phar- 
macy Act,  1868.  He  was  further  charged  with  keeping  open 
shop  for  the  sale  of  poisons. 

The  Chief  Constable  (Captain  Burnett),  who  conducted 
the  prosecution,  explained  to  the  Stipendiary  that  the  case 
!  had  arisen  from  what  transpired  at  an  inquest  opened  last 
I  week  on  the  body  of  a  woman  named  Alice  Sargent  (and 
reported  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist).  From  evidence 
given  at  that  inquest  by  the  defendant  and  other  witnesses, 
it  appeared  that  defendant  supplied  the  woman  with  some 
carbolic  acid.  It  was  found  that  he  was  not  on  the  register 
of  chemists  and  druggists,  although  he  had  been  keeping  a 
shop  where  poisons  were  sold. 

Police-constable  Penny  stated  that  when  he  was  called  to 
the  woman  Sargent  a  bottle  was  handed  to  him.  Witness 
took  the  bottle  to  the  defendant,  and  put  to  him  some  ques- 
tions. Defendant  told  him  that  he  had  supplied  the  deceased 
with  twopennyworth  of  carbolic  acid,  and  that  she  said  she 
wanted  it  for  a  drain.  Witness  wrote  down  a  statement, 
which  defendant  signed,  and  in  this  defendant  was  described 
as  a  chemist. 

Police-sergeant  Johnston,  the  Coroner's  officer,  stated  that 
in  his  evidence  at  the  inquest  the  defendant  described  him- 
self as  a  "  drug-vendor."  The  sign  over  the  defendant's 
place  was  "  Walton's  Drug-stores."  Carbolic  acid,  the  wit- 
ness stated,  had  only  been  scheduled  as  a  poison  recently. 

Mr.  Haslam,  solicitor,  who  appeared  for  the  defendant, 
submitted  that  there  was  no  evidence  of  a  sale,  and  that 
there  was  nothing  to  prevent  defendant  from  describing  his 
place  as  a  drug-store.  A  witness  had  come  forward,  and 
said  she  was  in  the  shop  at  the  same  time  as  the  deceased 
woman,  and  heard  defendant  tell  her  that  he  could  not  sell 
her  the  acid,  but  he  would  give  her  some. 

In  evidence,  defendant  said  that  he  had  described  his 
place  as  a  "  drug-store  and  spice-mills."  Up  to  the  middle 
of  June  he  was  entitled  to  sell  many  drugs  which  he  could 
not  now  sell.  Deceased  asked  him  for  twopennyworth  of 
carbolic  acid.  He  told  her  he  had  no  right  to  sell  it,  but  as 
she  said  she  wanted  it  for  a  stinking  drain  he  gave  her  a 
small  quantity,  telling  her  to  be  careful  and  throw  it  down 
the  drain  and  destroy  the  bottle,  on  which  he  wrote  the 
word  "  Poison." 

Matilda  Smith,  of  Bath  Street,  deposed  to  seeing  defendant 
give  the  deceased  the  acid,  and  hearing  him  tell  her  he  was 
not  allowed  to  sell  it.  The  witness  also  said  defendant 
cautioned  deceased  to  be  careful. 

The  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  after  hearing  all  the  witnesses, 
said  there  was  no  evidence  except  with  regard  to  one  trans- 
action, which  was  the  ground  for  both  summonses.  The 
question  was  whether  there  was  a  sale  within  the  meaning 
of  the  Act.  It  was  strong  evidence  of  a  sale  when  a  person 
went  into  a  shop  and  asked  for  twopennyworth  of  anything, 
but  after  the  rebutting  evidence  of  the  witness  Matilda 
Smith  he  could  not  convict.  The  cases  must  therefore  be 
dismissed. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Camphorated  Oil. 
At  Clerkenwell  Police  Court,  on  July  31,  Thos.  Williams, 
chemist  and  druggist,  60  Leather  Lane,  was  summoned  for 
selling,  on  June  20,  camphorated  oil  deficient  in  camphor  to 
the  extent  of  414  per  cent.  Defendant  pleaded  guilty,  and 
called  an  assistant  to  show  that  it  was  an  act  of  inadvertence 
on  his  part.  Mr.  Bros  imposed  a  fine  of  40s.,  with  12s.  6d. 
costs. 

Arsenic  in  Glycerin. 
Before  Acting  Sheriff- Substitute  Miller,  in  the  Aberdeen 
Sheriff  Court  on  August  1,  Charles  Leith-Hay  Gray,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Dyce,  pleaded  not  guilty  to  having,  on  June  18, 
sold  1  lb.  of  glycerin  which  contained  one  part  of  arsenious 
acid  in  two  million  parts  of  glycerin,  or  gr.  ^  of  arsenious 
acid  in  1  lb.  of  glycerin.  He  was  defended  by  Mr.  John 
Croll,  solicitor.  Inspector  Leslie,  of  the  county  police, 
proved  the  purchase  of  the  glycerin.  Mr.  James  Hendrick, 
county  analyst,  said  he  examined  the  glycerin  and  found 
_i_  part  of  a  grain  of  arsenious  acid  in  1  lb.  of  it.  In  answer 
toUMr.  Croll,  Mr.  Hendrick  said  he  had  no  experience  as  a 
pharmaceutical  chemist.  The  quantity  of  arsenious  acid  in 
the  glycerin  was  larger  than  the  standard  fixed  by  the 
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British  Pharmacopoeia.  With  regard  to  the  recent  prosecu- 
tions in  cases  where  arsenic  was  found  in  beer,  he  had  found 
only  part  of  a  grain  of  arsenious  acid  in  1  gal.  of  beer, 
whichwas  much  smaller  than  the  proportion  in  the  present 
case.  Mr.  Croll :  But  people  take  a  much  larger  quantity  of 
beer  than  glycerin.  (Laughter.)  For  the  defence  Mr.  James 
Tocher,  F.I.O.,  Peterhead,  said  the  quantity  of  arsenious  acid 
found  in  the  glycerin  was  less  than  the  proportion  allowed  by 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia.  The  Sheriff  said  it  appeared  to 
him  that  the  proportion  of  arsenic  in  the  glycerin  was  larger 
than  the  quantity  fixed  by  the  British  Pharmacopoeia.  He, 
therefore,  found  the  charge  proven,  and  imposed  a  penalty  of 
2,1.,  the  alternative  being  seven  days'  imprisonment. 


<5a3ette. 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Xilewellyn,  !■.  H  ,  and  Bown,  W.  H.,  under  the  style  of 
Lewis  Herbert  Llewellyn  &  Co.,  Bridgwater,  Somerset,  drug 
and  photographic  material  dealers. 

Lewe,  W.  T.,  Clayton,  T.J..,  and  Hicks-Ussber,  W. 

under  the  style  of  Lowe,  Clayton  &  Hicks,  Laurence  Pountney 
Lane,  London,  E.C.,  colour  and  chemical  agents  and  mer- 
chants. 

Reidy,  C,  Reidy,  W.  A.,  and  Burke,  J.  P.  T.,  under 
the  style  of  C.  &  W.  A.  Reidy  &  Burke,  Llaubradach, 
Glamorganshire,  physicians  and  surgeons. 

Worlidgo.  H.  G.,  and  Kirkland,  W.  F.,  under  the  style 
of  Herbert  &  Co.,  Manchester,  cattle  condiment  manufac- 
turers. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Receiving  Order. 

Johnson,  Frederick  Edward  (lately  carrying  on  business 
under  the  style  or  firm  of  Temple  Brothers),  Kingston-upon- 
Hull,  now  Cottingham,  East  Riding,  Yorkshire,  chemist. 

Adjudications. 
Archer,  Richard,  Darlington,  Durham,  oil  merchant. 
Blythman,  Thomas,  Durham,  drug-store  proprietor. 


IRew  Compamee  &  Company  Bews. 


The  Allen  &  Hanbukys  Company'  (Limited),  Toronto,  Ont. — 
Chartered  in  Ontario,  with  a  capital  of  $250,000,  to  manufacture 
and  deal  in  drugs,  medicinal  preparations,  &c,  the  signatories 
being  Messrs.  F.  J.  Hanbury,  W.  L.  J.  "Wood,  and  A.  R.  Deacon. 

The  Sovereign  Manufacturing  Company  (Limited),  Toronto, 
Ont. — Chartered  in  Ontario,  with  a  capital  of  $100,000,  to  pur- 
chase, import,  manufacture,  sell,  and  deal  in  perfumery  and  all 
kinds  of  druggists'  specialities,  drugs,  and  medical  and  pharma- 
ceutical preparations,  and  to  take  over  the  business  now  being 
carried  on  by  the  P.  R.  Corson  Company  (Limited),  Toronto. 
Messrs.  D.  W.  McPherson,  G.  C.  Arnott,  W.  W.  Sloan,  H.  B. 
Somerville,  and  Edward  Newton  are  the  signatories. 


Sensitised-Paper  Manufacturing  Syndicate  (Limi- 
ted).— Mr.  Justice  Buckley  made  an  order  on  August  5  for 
the  compulsory  winding-up  of  this  company. 

Watkins  (Limited). — An  extraordinary  meeting  of  this 
company  of  chemists  and  druggists  was  held  on  June  21  at 
Hong-Kong  for  the  purpose  of  passing  a  resolution  to  be 
submitted  for  confirmation  as  a  special  resolution  to  a  second 
extraordinary  meeting  to  be  subsequently  convened.  Mr. 
J.  A.  Watkins  presided.  The  chairman  said  the  meeting 
was  called  for  the  purpose  of  altering  the  articles  of  associa- 
tion, so  as  to  provide  an  increase  of  salary  for  the  general 
managers.  The  salary  they  had  been  working  on  was  rather 
less  than  what  they  had  been  earning  fifteen  years  ago.  He 
therefore  proposed  that  the  articles  of  association  be  altered 
by  substituting  for  the  words  "five  thousand  seven  hundred 
dollars  "  in  article  No.  66,  the  words  "  eight  thousand  seven 
hundred  dollars."  After  a  short  discussion  Mr.  Reid  seconded, 
and  it  was  carried. 


THUeetminster  Wiefcom. 

(From  our  Parliamentary  Correspondent.) 


The  Poisons  Committee. 

I  learn  that  nothing  more  will  be  done  in  the  matter  of 
the  report  of  the  Poisons  Committee  until  the  autumn 
sittings  of  the  House  of  Commons.  Most  of  the  members 
have  gone  out  of  town,  and  will  not  return  before  October. 

Midwives  Bill. 

The  long  controversy  with  regard  to  the  certification  of 
midwives  was  closed  on  Thursday,  July  31,  when  the  Bill 
promoted  by  Mr.  Heywood  Johnstone  received  the  royal, 
assent. 

Surgical  Instruments  in  Indian  Military 
Hospitals. 

Lord  George  Hamilton  has  informed  Mr.  Weir  that  the 
whole  question  of  the  provision  of  aseptic  instruments  and 
appliances  for  military  hospitals  in  India  is  now  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Government  of  India,  and  the  steps  to 
be  taken  in  the  matter  will  be  reported  by  the  Government 
as  soon  as  possible.  Mr.  Weir's  complaint  is  that  the  instru- 
ments now  in  use  are  antiquated. 

The  Sale  op  Opium  in  Burma. 

New  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  licensed  sale 
of  opium  in  Burmah,  their  objects  being  to  suppress 
smuggling  and  check  illicit  consumption  of  the  drug.  These 
arrangements  are  the  result  of  careful  and  prolonged  inquiry 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  Burma. 

Pure  Water  for  the  Troops. 

The  mortality  from  enteric  fever  among  the  troops  in 
South  Africa  induced  the  War  Office,  during  the  later  months 
of  the  war,  to  try  a  scheme  for  providing  various  columns 
with  pure  water.  The  scheme  could  scarcely,  however,  be 
said  to  be  thoroughly  tested,  for  it  had  not  been  long  tried 
when  peace  was  concluded.  It  appears  the  experiments 
will  be  made  on  the  first  opportunity  with  improved  water- 
carts,  designed  for  bringing  clarified  water  to  places 
appointed  for  its  sterilisation,  and  the  different  methods  of 
sterilising  water  by  heat,  filtration,  or  chemical  means  are 
now  under  consideration  by  the  authorities  of  the  War 
Office.  It  is  hoped  that  as  the  result  of  these  experiments 
and  inquiries  a  system  will  be  devised  and  permanently 
established  as  part  of  our  military  preparations. 

Income-tax  Suggestions. 

Near  the  end  of  the  Order-book  of  the  House  of  Commons 
a  place  is  reserved  for  "notices  of  motions  for  which  no  days- 
have  been  fixed,"  and  there  every  member  with  a  fad,  who  is 
unable  to  obtain  an  opportunity  for  debate  in  the  ordinary 
course,  makes  it  a  point  to  put  down  his  proposal,  so  that  it 
may  have  at  least  a  small  amount  of  publicity.  Among 
these  proposals  I  see  one  which  is  of  some  interest  to  that 
unconsidered  class  which  is  expected  to  pay  for  everything 
and  say  nothing — namely,  the  income-tax  victims.  It 
stands  in  the  name  of  Mr.  David  Maclver,  and  is  that  the 
income-tax  should  be  reduced  by  one-half,  and  that  such 
additional  revenue  as  may  be  required  should  be  obtained  by 
a  tax  of  not  less  than  5  per  cent,  ad  valorem  upon  importa- 
tions generally,  and1  of  not  less  than  10  per  cent,  ad  valorem 
upon  importations  of  manufactured  goods,  in  each  case  sub- 
ject to  preferential  advantages  in  respect  to  those  of  our 
dominions  which  accord  preferential  treatment  to  exports 
from  the  United  Kingdom.  If  Mr.  Maclver  waits  for  a  year 
he  will  probably  see  the  income-tax  reduced.  As  for  the 
other  matter,  he  had  better  lay  his  ideas  before  the  Colonial 
Premiers  and  Mr.  Chamberlain. 


How  to  Treat  Customers. — If  you  want  to  make  your  drug- 
store pay,  first  have  it  clean  and  attractive.  People  do  not  like  to 
trade  in  a  dirty  store.  When  you  get  customers  into  your  store 
you  should  be  courteous  and  obliging  to  them.  Make  them  think 
you  will  willingly  do  anything  you  can  to  accommodate  them.  So- 
writes  a  successful  druggist  in  the  Pharmaceutical  Era. 
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£bmos  tbat  Ibappen— Sometimes. 


LOST  TWO  CUSTOMERS. 

Miss  Dimple  was  pretty,  Miss  Dimple  was  sweet, 

And  especially  free  with  her  smiles. 
But  to  think  that  our  vicar,  so  stem  and  so  proud, 

Should  have  fallen  a  prey  to  her  wiles ! 
Yet  some  of  us  men  were  a  little  put  out 

When  our  best-informed  gossips  began 
To  say,  "  It's  quite  true  that  Miss  Dimple's  engaged 

To  the  Rev.  Erasmus  McCann." 

One  day  this  Miss  Dimple  came  into  my  shop, 

She  seemed  shy  and  embarrassed  a  bit. 
(She  would  be,  of  course,  since  her  purchase  comprised 

A  complexion-repairing  outfit.) 
"  Send  these  up  to  me.    Will  you  please  also  send," 

She  added,  "  as  soon  as  you  can, 
A  box  of  the  most  efficacious  pastilles 

To  the  Eev.  Erasmus  McCann  ?  " 

I  made  up  the  parcel  and  sent  the  boy  off, 

And  said  to  myself,  "  Well !  what  next '?  " 
For  I  thought  of  a  sermon  the  vicar  had  preached 

On  the  "  Vanity,  vanity  !  "  text. 
But  business  came  in  and  attention  engrossed, 

And  morning  to  afternoon  ran  ; 
When  in  thro'  the  doorway,  with  packet  in  hand, 

Stept  the  Rev.  Erasmus  McCann. 


"  What  mean  you  by  sending  me  these  ?  "  he  exclaimed, 

As  the  packet  with  loathing  he  eyed. 
"  They're  some  things  Miss  Dimple  had  asked  me  to  send 

For  your  personal  use,"  I  replied. 
And  then  with  an  archidiaconal  glare, 

And  an  archiepiscopal  ban, 
He  threw  down  the  packet  and  swept  from  my  shop, 

Did  the  Bev.  Erasmus  McCann. 

I  opened  the  packet — puff,  powder,  and  rouge 

To  my  horrified  gaze  were  disclosed| 
That  dolt  of  an  errand-boy  scarcely  can  read, 

And  had  got  the  two  parcels  transposed. 
But  I  quickly  found  out  that  I  was  to  blame, 

When  the  packet  more  closely  I  scan. 
For  I  found  that  it  had  been  directed  by  me 

To  the  Bev.  Erasmus  McCann. 

I  wrote  to  explain,  but  it  made  matters  worse, 

For  it  afterwards  came  to  my  ears 
The  vicar  had  sought  for  one  last  interview, 

And  had  left  the  poor  lady  in  tears. 
For  though  she  was  skilled  in  the  use  of  "  make-up," 

And  a  plausible  story  she  span, 
She  was  not  successful  in  making  it  up 

With  the  Rev.  Erasmus  McCann. 


O  sweet  doves  of  Hymen,  ye  flutter  in  vain  ! 

The  altar  is  vacant  to-day 
Where  Erasmus  should  promise  to  love  and  endow, 

And  Miss  Dimple  to  love  and  obey. 


The  cause  of  the  blunder  we  could  not  tone  down 

To  that  sternly  impeccable  man. 
So  pretty  Miss  Dimple  is  Miss  Dimple  still, 

Not  Mrs.  Erasmus  McCann.  (214/16/ 


Scientific  progress. 


Synthesis  of  Silk. — Emil  Fischer  and  Leuchs  have  achieved 
a  remarkable  synthesis  winch  goes  far  towards  the  successful  pre- 
paration of  artificial  silk.  The  principal  product  of  the  hydrolysis 
of  sericine,  the  essential  portion  of  the  silk,  is  a  compound  termed 
serine,  which  has  now  been  prepared  by  the  action  of  glycollic 
aldehyde  on  alcohol,  ammonia,  and  hydrocyanic  acid.  The  result- 
ing nitrile  is  treated  with  dilute  hydrochloric  acid  when  the  acid 
CH./OH'CH'NH/COOH,  which  is  absolutely  identical  with  serine 
results  (Chem.  Central.  1902,  762). 

Oil  of  the  Atlas  Cedar. — The  essential  oil  of  the  Atlas 
cedar,  which  has  recently  been  strongly  recommended  as  a  remedy 
for  venereal  diseases  equal  to  sandalwood  oil,  has  been  chemically 
examined  by  Boisse  (Bull.  Comm.,  1902,  291).  The  most  im- 
portant point  which  this  examination  brings  out  is  that  the  oil 
contains  about  16  per  cent,  of  a  sesquiterpene  alcohol.  As  is  well 
known,  ordinary  cedarwood  oil  only  contains  about  2  per,  cent,  of 
such  alcohols,  whilst  it  is  to  the  presence  of  a  large  amount  of  such 
bodies  that  sandalwood  oil  owes  its  efficacy. 

Glucosldes  of  Ononis. — Hemmelmayer  (Jour,  de  Pharm., 
1902,  552)  publishes  the  results  of  his  examination  of  the  glucoside 
extracted  from  the  root  of  ononis,  generally  known  as  ononin.  He 
finds  that  this  body  is  not  a  pure  compound,  but  contains  at  least 
seven  different  individuals.  Of  these  he  has  examined  three,  the 
chief  being  one  for  which  he  retains  the  name  ononin.  This  has 
the  formula  C19H14Oi,  and  on  hydrolysis  it  splits  up  into  a  sugar 
and  a  compound  termed  ononetin.  The  second  glucoside  is  onone, 
CopH32Oi2,  and  the  third  pseudonospin,  C24H.24Ou.  The  decom- 
position products  of  these  two  glucosides  have  not  yet  been 
examined. 

European  and  Chinese  Rhubarbs.  —  The  following 
analyses  of  a  number  of  rhubarbs  of  Eastern  and  Western  origins 
are  of  interest  as  showing  important  differences  between  the  two 
varieties.  They  are  published  by  Jakabhazy  in  the  Apotlielcer 
Zeitung  (1902,  359)  :—  '  ' 

Chinese.  European. 
Extracted  by  alcohol  (ammoniacal)  ...    41  -47  %       27  -36  % 

Chrysophanic  acid    3-1-  3"7%        0-5-  19% 

Emodin    1-3-  1-7%        0-4-  0-6% 

Pseudo-emodin  and  pseudo-frangulin      2"2-  2"6%         0'7-  1'4% 

Frangulic  acid   2'9-  3-9%         1-  2  % 

Double  glucosides    19  -21   %       15  -20  % 

From  these  results  it  is  seen  that  the  Chinese  root  is  decidedly 
richer  in  all  principles  than  the  European  root,  which  is  in  agree- 
ment with  all  previously  published  work. 
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©bservations  anfc  IReflectiona. 

By  Xrayser. 


The  Pharmaceutical  Conference 

at  Dundee  next  week  will 
certainly  not  fail  for  lack  of  advertisement.  The  pharma- 
ceutical Press,  led  by  the  C.  $;  J).,  has  so  lavishly  trumpeted 
the  attractions  of  the  city  on  the  Tay  and  the  world-famed 
beauty  of  the  scenery  within  easy  reach,  together  with  the 
singular  merits  of  the  chemists  and  druggists  who  will  act 
as  hosts  and  guides,  that  if  Dundee  had  walls  they  would 
certainly  have  fallen,  and  if  its  pharmacists  were  Englishmen 
they  would  surely  blush.  It  would  be  "wasteful  and 
ridiculous  excess  "  for  me  to  continue  in  the  same  strain,  or 
to  point  to  the  educational  and  social  benefits  which  the 
B.P.C.  offers  to  those  who  follow  its  restless  peregrinations. 
These  benefits  have  been  often  enough  enlarged  upon,  and 
no  one  doubts  their  reality.  They  are  probably  substantial 
enough  to  keep  the  Conference  going,  but  the  circumstances 
of  the  drug-trade  will  have  to  alter  materially  before  it  gets 
quite  independent  of  the  occasional  pinch  of  poverty. 

Mr.  Reid's  Desire 

to  pump  a  little  extra  "  go "  into  these 
Conference  meetings  by  introducing  one  or  two  political 
discussions  is  shared  by  a  good  many  chemists  who  cannot 
appreciate  a  gathering  of  themselves  without  an  opportunity 
of  shaking  up  "  the  old  lot."  But  it  would  be  a  thousand 
pities  to  deprive  British  pharmacy  of  the  halo  of  scientific 
glory  which  we  still  manage  to  collect  once  a  year.  It  is 
almost  our  only  piece  of  professional  window-dressing.  By 
all  means  let  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  retain 
its  strictly  scientific  character,  and  let  us  be  grateful  to  those 
workers,  whether  wholesale,  retail,  or  professorial,  who 
contribute  reports  of  their  labours  to  the  general  store. 

The  Federation  of  Pharmaceutical  Associations 

might  meet 

the  wishes  expressed  by  Mr.  Reid  if  it  would  abandon  its 
policy  of  exclusiveness.  Under  this  it  has  certainly  not 
acquired  the  influence  over  the  direction  of  pharmaceutical 
discussions  throughout  the  country  which  it  aimed  at.  It 
may  be  that  by  holding  perfectly  open  meetings — open,  that 
is,  to  all  pharmacists  attending  the  Conference — the  Federa- 
tion's officers  would  justify  by  evidence  the  claim  to  vicarious 
judgment  on  which  they  have  for  some  years  maintained  a 
precarious  existence. 

M.  Jadin, 

the  Professor  of  Pharmacy  at  Montpellier,  whose 
lecture  on  establishing  a  modern  pharmacy  was  briefly 
reported  last  week  in  the  French  correspondence,  has  a  vein 
of  business  shrewdness  in  him  covered  by  his  professorial 
gown.  He  advises  that  the  pharmaceutical  new-comer  in  a 
town  should  avoid  all  shop-window  display.  The  name  and 
the  single  word  "  pharmacien  "  only  should  appear  over  the 
door.  Customers  would  be  received  in  an  office,  furnished  in 
a  way  to  impress  them  with  the  scientific  tastes  of  the 
proprietor,  and  the  dispensers  would  be — "out  of  sight," 
M.  Jadin  says — just  in  view,  I  should  say,  when  there  were 
three  or  four  of  them.  One  such  pharmacy  in  any  large 
town,  if  conducted  by  a  clever  man,  who  had  the  sense  to 
charge  moderate  prices,  would  soon  bring  the  prescriptions 
of  that  town  in  large  proportion  to  his  establishment. 

Decimal  Fractions 

have  often  fogged  benches  of  magistrates, 
who  have  found  it  difficult  to  realise  that  *275  per  cent,  is 
a  good  deal  less  than  1  per  cent  But  solicitors,  I  thought, 
hid  to  master  the  mystery  of  the  decimal  point  before  they 


got  on  the  road  to  qualification ;  or,  if  not  then,  it  might 
have  been  supposed  that  a  little  experience  of  the  Sale  of 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  would  have  compelled  familiarity  with 
this  arithmetical  development.  But  last  week  we  had  the 
curious  report  of  the  legal  representative  of  the  Islington 
Borough  Council  insisting  in  a  law-court  that  0  025  per  cent, 
meant  1  part  in  400,  and  not  one  in  4,000  as  his  opponent 
had  stated.  The  legal  gentleman's  miscalculation  is  not  of 
much  importance  in  itself,  but  it  may  have  been  the  deter- 
mining cause  of  these  prosecutions.  It  would  be  interesting 
I  to  know  if  Mr.  Bramall  had  advised  the  Islington  Borough 
Council  that  the  analyst  had  found  1  gr.  of  lead  in  less 
than  an  ounce  of  cream  of  tartar.  It  is  quite  possible  that 
the  rulers  of  Islington  might  have  prosecuted  on  such  a 
statement,  though  they  would  not  have  done  so  if  they  had 
understood  that  what  the  analyst  had  reported  was  1  gr.  in 
rather  more  than  9  oz. 

One-man  Companies 

(so-called)  should  take  warning  from  the 
report  of  the  dispute  between  the  directors  of  Allison, 
Johnson  &.  Foster  (Limited),  wholesale  druggists,  of  Hull. 
Mr.  Foster  held  8,9501.  of  the  9,000Z.  invested  in  that 
business,  and  was  chairman  of  the  company.  For  what  he 
thought  good  reasons,  he  desired  to  wind  up  the  company 
voluntarily.  He  called  a  meeting  of  the  shareholders,  and 
Mr.  Johnson  alone  attended  in  addition  to  himself.  But  the 
articles  of  association  made  two  a  quorum.  So  business  pro- 
ceeded. A  resolution  to  wind  up  was  proposed  and  voted  for  by 
the  Chairman.  Mr.  Johnson  did  not  vote.  A  liquidator  was 
subsequently  appointed.  But  the  law  requires  that  such  a 
resolution  must  be  carried  by  a  majority  of  three-fourths  of 
the  shareholders  present,  and  now  Mr.  Justice  Farwell  has, 
on  the  application  of  the  other  two  directors,  declared  the 
vote  and  the  appointment  invalid.  There  was  a  sense  in 
which  it  might  have  been  held  that  a  three-fourths  majority 
was  obtained.  Mr.  Johnson's  neutrality  might  have  been 
construed  into  half  a  vote  for  each  side,  in  which  case  the 
voting  would  have  been  1|  to  §.  But  evidently  the  law  of 
England  does  not  recognise  half-votes,  and  companies  of 
seven  persons  will  have  to  note  that  to  secure  a  voluntary 
liquidation  they  can  only  afford  one  dissentient,  however 
many  of  their  shareholders  attend  the  meeting. 

Senghenith 

looks  like  a  Hebrew  name,  and  should  mean  "  the 
place  of  qualification,"  or  something  similar.  It  is  actually 
a  town  or  village  in  Wales,  near  to  Cardiff,  and  will  be 
known  in  history  as  the  birthplace  of  the  County  Cash 
Chemists  (Limited).  This  creation  is  notable  among  phar- 
maceutical companies,  as,  while  it  proposes  to  carry  on  a 
full-sized  chemist's  and  druggist's  business,  there  is  not  a 
chemist  among  its  promoters,  and  these  all  appear  to  be 
engaged  in  other  occupations  in  the  same  place.  There  are 
an  hotel-proprietor,  a  schoolmaster,  a  grocer,  a  hairdresser, 
two  certificated  teachers,  and  a  colliery-manager.  Like  the 
seven  colours  of  the  spectrum  which  all  blend  into  a  perfect 
white,  se  these  seven  industrious  persons  at  Senghenith 
hope  to  develop  into  a  competent  and  successful  chemist 
and  druggist  by  combining  their  various  talents.  But  the 
really  interesting  event  of  this  company's  career  has  yet  to 
come.  There  is  another  company  which  has  placarded  the 
title  "  cash  chemists  "  on  300  shops  in  England  and  Wales. 
Surely  it  has  established  a  prescriptive  right  to  the  title, 
and  will  challenge  the  Senghenith  hairdresser  and  his 
coadjutors  as  soon  as  they  display  it.  Oh,  that  such  an 
action  could  be  fought !  If  it  were,  I  would  commend  it  to 
the  Appeal  Fund  Committee  to  take  care  that  it  reached 
the  High  Court. 
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DISINFECTANTS. 


Cfte  "Sanltas"  Co.,  Cim., 

are  the  exclusive  Manufacturers  of  the 
well-known  Non-poisonous 

"  SANITAS  "  PREPARATIONS, 

and  their  other  Manufactures  include 

M SOLDIS,"  "  OKOL,"  "  CREOCIDE,"  "  FORMITAS,"  "  OCHLOR," 
"KINCZETT'S  PATENT  SULPHUR  FUMIGATING  CANDLES," 
"SULPHUCATORS,"  " FORMIC  SULPHUCATORS,"  "FORMIC 
AIR  PURIFIERS,"  "FORMIC  FUMICATORS,"  KINCZETT'S 
PATENT  DRAIN  TESTERS,  SHEEP  DIPS,  WEED  KILLER, 
PATENT  PRESERVED  PEROXIDE  OF  HYDROGEN,  INHALERS, 
DISINFECTORS,  FUMICATORS,  BRONCHITIS  KETTLES,  and 
CARBOLIC  FLUIDS,  POWDERS,  and  SOAPS. 

Full  Catalogue  and  "  Bow  to  Disinfect "  Book  will  be  sent  free  on 
application  to — 

THE  "SAMTAS"  CO.,  Ltd.,  Bethnal  Green,  LONDON,  E. 


JEWSBURY  &  BROWNS 

MINERAL  WATERS 

YIELD  A 

MAXIMUM    OF  PROFIT 
WITH  A  [2] 
MINIMUM    OF  TROUBLE. 


By  Appointment  to  King  Edward  VII. 
Ardwick  Green,  MANCHESTER, 


GS-.  S.  MUMFOBD 


No.  1  FlneBt  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

22/  cwt. 

Finest  Pure 
STARCH  POWDER 

00  i  * 

ZZ/  cwt. 

No.  2  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

21  /  cwt. 

No.  1  Finest  Light  Pure 
PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

25/ ct, 

Best  Cleaned 
LINSEED  (TEA1 

22/  cwt. 

EPSOM    SALTS,  ESS 
Purified  Clean,  and  Dry. 

9/  cwt. 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 
(Light  Colour) 

15/cf, 

Finest  Levigated 
"WHITE  EARTH" 
(Toilet  purposes). 

18/ cwt. 

Finest 
TART.  ACID 

LowbI.Cut. 
Prices 

Finest  Pure 
TOIL  FT  OATMEAL,  SPECIAL 

32/  cwt. 
v/ib. 

Finest  Pure 
LIQUORICE  JUICE 

/10,b* 

Finest 
ARROWROOT 

•i"  CARRIAGE  PAID  to  Railway  Stations  within  200  miles  of  London 
(or  allowance  made  for  distances  beyond)  on  a  total  weight  of  112  lbs. 
and  upwards  of  above  articles.    Smaller  parcels  delivered  free  on  rail 
London  at  above  prices. 

LISTER' 

MADE  BT 

John  Milne  q 

UNDEB 


LORD  LISTER'S 
PERSONAL  BXREOTIONB 


0° 


«>"  GAUZE 


WILSON  ST.,  NEW  CROSS  ROAD,  5.E. 

"  A  DVEETISING  IS  TO  BUSINESS 

WHAT    STEAM    IS    TO    MACHINERY  —  THE  GRAND' 
PROPELLING  POWER." 
ILE3,  BAKER  &  CO.,  Advertising  Agents,  188  Strand,  W.C. 
Telephone— 1793  Gerrard.  Telegrams— "  Ilesino  London." 

PATENTS  AND  TRADE  MARKS. 

There  are  many  worrying  difficulties  to  be  overcome  in  connection 
with  the  Registration  of  Trade  Marks  and  the  grant  of  Letters  Patent 
which  members  of  the  Retail  and  Wholesale  Drug  Trade  can  avoid  by 
consulting  an  efficient  agent,  who  would  undertake  all  the  trouble  for 
an  inclusive  fee  and  obtain  protection  in  the  United  Kingdom  and 
abroad.   Advice  in  the  first  instance  free.   Pamphlets  gratis. 

REGINALD  W.  BARKER. 
56  Ludgate  Hill,  London.   


EMtorial  Comments, 


Four  Kinds  of  Ipecac. 

The  ipecacuanha-market  has  been  subject  to  great  fluctua- 
tions during  the  past  fifteen  years,  and  the  high  prices 
which  have  ruled  for  Rio  root  have  been  attributed  to 
various  causes. 

Chemical  and  Economic  Considerations. 
The  collection  of  the  drug  was  formerly  made  without  any 
care  for  the  future  supply,  the  first  result  of  which  has  been 
the  destruction  of  the  plant  in  regions  of  Brazil  which  are 
easy  of  access.  Another  cause  of  the  increased  cost  has 
been  the  rate  of  wages  paid  for  rubber-collection,  which  has 
induced  natives  to  give  up  gathering  ipecac,  except  when 
they  were  well  paid.  The  business,  however,  must  have 
been  remunerative,  for  the  cultivation  of  the  plant  in  Brazil 
has  been  in  progress  for  some  years  now,  and  yields  a  fair 
proportion  of  the  Rio  root  offered  in  London.  The  facts  . that 
Rio  root  is  the  variety  of  ipecacuanha  official  in  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia,  and  that  the  Cartagena  root  was  until 
recently  not  admitted  into  New  York,  have  helped  to  inflate 
the  price  of  the  former,  and  of  course  the  cultivated  variety 
has  participated  in  the  high  prices.  When  South  American 
supplies  were  in  a  more  uncertain  state,  attempts  were  made 
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to  introduce  the  plant  into  India,  and  living  specimens  of 
the  Brazilian  plant  were  sent  from  Kew  and  elsewhere. 
Official  reports  show  that  the  root  did  not  do  well  in  many 
districts,  but  it  appears  to  have  been  successfully  grown  at 
Nelambur,  at  Pengerang  in  Johore,  and  more  recently  in 
Ceylon  ;  but  a  letter  which  we  published  in  1899  (August  26, 
page  375)  showed  that  one  grower  had  shifted  his  plants  to 
Selangor,  and  for  this  reason,  perhaps,  it  would  be  best  to 
speak  of  supplies  from  India  as  East  Indian  ipecac,  rather 
than  as  Johore  ipecac.  Specimens  of  the  root  grown  at  Johore 
were  first  received  in  London  in  1887,  and  we  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  analysing  a  sample,  and  found  it  to  contain 
14  per  cent,  of  alkaloids,  and  Ransom  found  17  per  cent,  in 
another.  J.  C.  Umney  and  Swinton  reported  on  another 
sample  in  1898,  finding.  17  per  cent,  total  alkaloids;  and 
early  in  the  present  year  nine  bags  were  offered  in  the  London 
market,  which  the  catalogue  stated  contained  1-82-1  "95  per 
cent,  of  alkaloids.  This  week  a  further  shipment  of  ten 
packages  of  the  same  root  has  been  offered.  The  reason 
why  the  medical  profession  prescribe  the  Rio  root  is  on 
account  of  the  larger  proportion  of  emetine  in  Rio  than  in 
Cartagena,  and  because  of  the  lower  proportion  of  cephaeline 
in  the  Rio.  Emetine  is  the  alkaloid  which  in  small  doses 
induces  expectoration,  and  cephaeline  is  the  one  which  pro- 
duces vomiting  more  readily,  although  both  are  emetic  and 
expectorant.  The  Indian  root,  being  derived  from  the  same 
plant  as  the  Rio,  should  contain  the  alkaloids  in  similar 
proportions,  and  to  ascertain  if  this  is  so  we  have  analysed  a 
sample  of  the  Johore  root  offered  this  week,  with  the  results 
shown  below,  in  comparison  with  the  average  in  ordinary 
Rio  root,  as  stated  by  Paul  and  Cownley : — 


Emetine 
Cephaeline  ... 
Other  alkaloids 

Total  


East  Indian 
Ipecacuanha. 
1'32  per  cent. 
0-33 

0-18  „ 
T83  „ 


Rio  Ipecacuanha, 
Average  results. 

1"45  per  cent. 

0-52 

0-04 

2-01 


This  shows  that  as  long  as  present  opinions  on  the  medi. 
cinal  value  of  ipecacuanha  are  based  on  the  proportions  of 
emetine  and  cephaeline  present,  the  East  Indian  drug  will 
fetch  the  higher  prices  of  Brazilian  root,  and  that  it  must  be 
considered  as  a  serious  factor  in  the  market,  for  it  has 
apparently  been  cultivated  with  considerable  care ;  but  the 
root  does  not  appear  to  be  collected  with  equal  care,  as 
some  foreign  root  is  detectable  in  the  parcel,  although  it 
does  not  amount  to  much.  The  effect  of  cultivation  on  the 
alkaloidal  content  of  ipecacuanha  seems  to  warrant  close 
watching,  for  we  lately  saw  a  specimen  of  cultivated 
Brazilian  ipecac  which,  on  analysis,  gave  the  following 
yield : — 

Emetine    117  per  cent. 

Cephaeline   097  „ 

Other  alkaloids    0'07 


Total 


221 


Here  there  is  almost  an  equalisation  of  the  cephaeline  and 
emetine  contents ;  yet  it  will  be  seen  that  in  East  Indian 
grown  ipecacuanha  the  amount  of  cephaeline  is  less  than  a 
fourth  of  the  emetine  present,  while  in  Brazilian  root  the 
proportion  is  more  than  a  third,  and  it  is  never  less  than 
that.  It  therefore  occurs  to  us  that  Cartagena  ipecacuanha 
may  be  capable  of  improvement  by  cultivation  under  con- 
ditions which  will  modify  the  cephaeline-content.  Apparently 
the  conditions  of  cultivation  in  the  East  are  suitable,  while 
the  further  West  we  go  cephaeline  increases  in  quantity. 
We  would  also  call  attention  to  the  large  percentage  of 
"  other  alkaloids  "  in  the  East  Indian  root ;  it  represents  a 
tenth  of  the  whole,  whereas  Paul  and  Cownley  give  a  fiftieth 


of  the  whole  as  approximately  the  proportion  of  psychotrinc 
to  emetine  and  cephaeline.  We  have  not  carried 
our  examination  of  the  "  other  alkaloids "  of  East 
Indian  root  further  than  to  prove  that  the  alkaloidal  residue 
is  neither  emetine  nor  cephaeline.  A  study  of  all  the  figures 
we  give  will  show  any  who  have  given  this  subject  con- 
sideration that  cultivation  of  ipecacuanha  has  introduced 
new  factors  which  disturb  recently  accepted  views  in  regard 
to  the  relative  merits  of  the  two  ipecacs.  Apparently  we 
have  to  deal  with  four  kinds  :  first,  the  original  wild  Rio 
root  (3  of  emetine  to  1  of  cephaeline)  ;  second,  the  cultivated 
East  Indian,  which  approximates  to  the  first ;  third,  the 
Cartagena  root  (3  of  cephaeline  to  2  of  emetine)  ;  and,  fourth, 
the  cultivated  Rio,  which  sometimes  approximates  to  Carta- 
gena. 

Commercial  Position. 
It  is  significant  that  since  the  beginning  of  the  year 
signs  have  not  been  wanting  that  the  two  principal  importers 
of  Brazilian  root,  who  have  hitherto  controlled  the  bulk  of 
the  imports,  have  not  kept  the  hold  on  the  market  which 
they  formerly  had,  as  it  is  beyond  question  that  the  exporta- 
tion is  no  longer  confined  to  the  Matto  Grosso  and  surrounding 
districts.  It  was  in  February  last  that  a  few  bales  of  culti- 
vated Brazilian  ipecac,  imported  from  Bahia  were  offered  at 
the  drug-auctions,  and  since  then  more  or  less  irregular 
consignments  have  been  coming  forward  in  half-dozen  and 
dozen  bales.  Recently,  however,  a  surprise  was  in  store 
when  at  the  first  July  drug-auctions  thirty-six  bales  of  this 
description  were  offered  by  two  brokers  whose  offerings 
had  been  hitherto  confined  to  Cartagena  root,  and  last 
week  we  noted  the  arrival  of  ninety  bales,  the  bulk  of  which 
consisted  of  the  cultivated  description.  The  importers,  how- 
ever, do  not  intend  to  offer  the  whole  at  once,  preferring  to 
catalogue  a  few  bales  at  each  auction.  It  might  be 
thought  that  the  price  would  have  dropped,  but  the  new 
importers  are  quite  content  to  accept  3d.  or  6d.  less  than  the 
current  market  price  of  the  original  Brazilian  description, 
and  they  have  had  no  difficulty  in  effecting  sales.  With 
these  large  arrivals,  however,  making  buyers  indifferent,  and 
the  excessive  stocks  in  the  warehouses  (591  packages  of  Car- 
tagena and  525  of  Rio),  it  is  impossible  to  see  what  is  to 
prevent  the  acceleration  of  the  downward  course  of  the 
market. 

Taking  fair  Rio  root  as  the  average  standard  of  quality,  we 
find  that  it  is  Is.  per  lb.  cheaper  only  than  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year,  and  the  decline  in  Cartagena  has  been  practically 
on  the  same  scale.  The  following  table  shows  the  fluctua- 
tions month  by  month,  the  prices  being  those  paid  in  public 
auction : — 

Rio.  Cartagena. 
January  ...        10/3  ...  5/-  to  4/9 

February         ...    10/4  to  10/2       ...  4/6 

March    10/-  to  9/10       ...  4/3 

April    9/10  to  9/9        ...  4/- 

May    9/9  to  9/6        ...  4/- 

June    9/10  to  9/7        ...  4/- 

July    9/6  to  9/3        ...    4/- to  3/9 

Buyers  have  so  long  paid  high  prices  for  the  drug  that  they 
have  taken  them  as  a  matter  of  course,  but  with  more  than 
a  year's  supply  on  hand,  and  cultivated  drug  apparently  a 
sure  thing,  they  may  want  to  know  if  the  cinchona  way  is 
also  to  be  the  way  of  ipecacuanha. 


A  Miscarriage  of  Justice. 

We  report  a  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  case  heard  in 
Aberdeen  last  week,  in  which  a  chemist  and  druggist  has 
been  fined  for  selling  glycerin  which  contained  a  three- 
hundredth  part  of  a  grain  of  arsenic  per  lb.    The  defence 
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was  that  the  quantity  was  less  than  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia limit,  but  the  Sheriff  took  the  view  of  the  county 
analyst  that  it  was  more,  and  inflicted  a  fine.  The  Sheriff  was 
wrong.  The  B.P.  test  is  one  described  by  the  late  Mr.  Louis 
Siebold  to  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  in  1889, 
when  he  showed  that  the  test  detects  ^  milligram  of 
arsenic  in  1  gram  of  glycerin,  but  5jL  of  a  milligram  is  not 
detected  in  the  time-limit  prescribed,  and  since  adopted  by 
the  B.P.  It  follows  that  the  test  limits  the  amount  of 
arsenic  in  glycerin  to  between  §  and  1  milligram  in  100 
grams,  and  as  there  are  453  grams  in  1  lb.,  B.P.  glycerin  may 
contain  as  much  as  4  milligrams  of  arsenic  per  lb.  The 
county  analyst  found  only  ^  gr.  in  the  lb.  As  there  are 
64  milligrams  in  a  grain,  it  follows  that  ^  of  64  =  ^~ 
or  about  I  milligram.  Consequently  the  incriminated 
glycerin  contained  only  a  twentieth  of  the  amount  permitted 
by  the  British  Pharmacopceia.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that 
there  has  been  a  distinct  miscarriage  of  justice,  owing  to  the 
weakness  of  the  prosecution's  arithmetic— a  remark  which  we 
regret  to  have  to  apply  also  to  the  Judge's  reckoning.  The 
case  admirably  illustrates  the  need  that  there  is  in  the  drug- 
trade  for  a  defence  fund,  controlled  by  a  committee  of 
experienced  men,  who  would  make  it  their  duty  to  get  such 
convictions  as  this  set  aside.  As  the  matter  stands  now  the 
drug-trade  has  to  face  the  unpalatable  fact  that  gr. 
of  arsenic  in  1  lb.  of  glycerin  has  been  decided  to  be  an 
offence  under  the  Sale  of  Pood  and  Drugs  Act.  This  surely 
cannot  be  allowed  to  remain,  and,  apart  from  general  con- 
siderations, we  urge  the  Aberdeen  Pharmaceutical  Society 
to  bring  the  injustice  under  the  notice  of  the  local 
authorities,  with  a  view  to  remission  of  the  penalty. 


Argentine  Patent= medicine  Tax. 

In  December  of  last  year  the  Congress  of  the  Argentine 
Kepublic  passed  a  law  levying  a  stamp-tax  of  5c.  on  every 
bottle,  box,  or  packet  of  patent  medicines  intended  for  sale 
in  the  Capital  or  National  Territories.    The  Executive  con- 
strued the  law  as  extending  to  the  stock  of  all  such  medi- 
cines in  the  possession  of  importers,  manufacturers,  and 
wholesale  and  retail  druggists ;   drug-stores  were  made 
subject  to  inspection  by  Inland  Revenue  officers ;  and  in 
some  cases  heavy  fines  were  imposed  for  violation  Of  the 
law.    The  tax  was  a  heavy  burden  on  many  druggists  who 
held  large  stocks  of  patents,  some  of  which  they  may  not 
be  able  to  dispose  of  for  some  years  ;  so  a  number  of  traders 
in  patent  medicines  have  petitioned  Congress  to  repeal  the 
law.    The  ijetitioners  suggest  that,  if  the  object  of  the  tax 
be  to  establish  the  inspection  and  control  of  the  sale  of 
patent  medicines,  a  fixed  percentage  on  the  present  licence- 
tax  ("  patente  ")  may  be  substituted.    On  the  other  hand,  if 
the  tax  is  levied  for  revenue  purposes,  it  is  argued  that  an 
additional    duty    of    5    per    cent,     on    all  imported 
drugs    (the    present    value    of     which     is  estimated 
at    #4,000,000    gold    a    year)    would    yield    the  sum 
(#200,000  gold)  realisable  from  the  tax.    In  an  article  on 
this  subject  the  Buenos  Aires  Standard  urges  that  it  might 
be  judicious  to  act  upon  the  latter  suggestion  of  the 
petitioners,  although  the  objection  might  be  raised  that  the 
duties  are  already  so  high  as  to  encourage  falsification  and 
fraudulent  imitation  of  specifics  and  mineral  waters.    As  an 
alternative,  the  increased  duty  might  be  imposed  on  patent 
medicines  imported  (and  not  upon  drugs  in  general)  to  an 
extent  sufficient  to  raise  the  sum  required,  while  proprietaries 
made  in  the  country  might  be  taxed  by  means  of  licences  for 
the  manufacturers.    The  objections  to  the  tax  as  at  present 
imposed  are  that  it  is  the  same  for  all  qualities  and  values, 
that  the  inspection  is  vexatious  and  obstructive  to  business, 


that  it  is  costly  of  collection,  and  that  it  leads  to  demoralisa- 
tion and  fraud.  The  Standard,  to  obviate  these  defects, 
recommends  a  graduated  tax,  like  that  in  use  in  Great 
Britain,  and  suggests  occasional  purchases  instead  of  regular 
inspection.  The  cost  of  collection  is,  of  course,  more  a 
matter  for  the  Treasury  than  for  the  patent-medicine  vendor  . 
With  regard  to  large  stocks  it  is  proposed  that,  should  the 
tax  be  maintained  in  its  present  form,  the  stamps  should 
only  be  affixed  to  the  packages  when  actually  sold  for 
consumption. 


DRUG-TRADE  APPEAL  FUND. 

This  new  movement  in  British  pharmacy  has  been  well 
launched.  It  rarely  happens  that  the  officers  of  the  Phar- 
ceutical  Society  identify  them  selves  with  trade  movements, 
and  the  fact  that  the  President  of  the  Society  acted  as 
Chairman  of  the  meeting,  and  that  the  Treasurer  moved  the 
resolution  for  the  formation  of  the  fund,  is  good  evidence 
that  the  movement  is  one  for  the  benefit  of  the  craft — as  one 
speaker  put  it.  We  report  the  proceedings  fully,  and  thei'e 
is  little  need  for  comment  upon  them.  The  meeting  was  not 
so  large  as  we  expected,  but  the  day  was  miserably  wet. 
A  few  leading  wholesalers  were  present — indeed,  all  ranks 
of  the  trade — and  it  is  right  that  there  should  be  no  dis- 
tinction in  a  matter  which  closely  affects  the  trading 
interests  of  everyone,  be  his  turnover  10/.  a  week  or  as  much 
an  hour.  It  is  evident,  nevertheless,  that  subscriptions  must 
come  from  all  within  these  limits  if  the  1,000/.  aimed  at  is 
to  be  got.  The  first  500/.  is  assured,  but  the  next  500/.  will 
take  a  lot  of  scraping  if  half-crowns  and  10/.  notes  are  not 
forthcoming  as  readily  as  they  have  been. 

IPECACUANHA  MAY  BE  MISTAKEN  FOR  MORPHINE. 

The  Pharmacy  Act  case  reported  from  Sheffield  on  page 
233  contains  an  exceedingly  interesting  statement  by  Mr. 
A.  H.  Allen,  that  the  alkaloids  of  ipecacuanha  give  certain 
reactions  upon  which  chemists  generally  rely  in  the  detec- 
tion of  morphine.  Two  of  his  assistants  corroborated  this 
statement — in  fact,  one  of  them,  Mr.  John  Evans,  Ph.C, 
A.I.C.,  was  a  candidate  at  the  Institute  of  Chemistry  exa- 
mination in  January,  when  all  the  candidates,  except  one, 
reported  a  preparation  of  ipecacuanha  to  be  one  of  morphine, 
so  distinct  were  the  morphine  reactions.  Happily,  so  far  as 
the  Sheffield  case  is  concerned,  no  injustice  appears  to  have 
been  done  ;  for  the  defendant,  an  unqualified  man,  professed 
to  sell  a  poison,  and  the  Judge,  putting  aside  the  scientifie 
evidence,  convicted  on  that  point.  It  is  desirable,  now  that 
Mr.  Allen  has  pointed  out  this  source  of  error,  that  it  should 
be  better  known,  and  we  trust  he  will  be  able  to  publish  full 
particulars  of  the  experiments  which  have  been  made  in  his 
laboratories. 

PHARMACITIS. 

The  Medical  Times  and  Hospital  Gazette  had  a  serious 
attack  of  pharmacitis  last  week.  This  is  a  baneful  disease 
affecting  the  medical  Press,  which  manifests  itself  chiefly 
by  a  delirious  stage,  in  which  the  patient  labours  under 
the  hallucination  that  chemists  and  druggists  are  at 
war  with  doctors.  The  M.  T.  S>  H.  G.'s  condition  may  be 
judged  by  the  following  extracts,  the  first  being  from  "  Co- 
operative Reforms. — I.,"  and  the  second  the  end  of  a  report 
on  the  Hollis  abortion-case  : — 

As  regards  the  unfair  competition  of  prescribing  chemists, 
we  have  suggested  that  medical  men  in  every  locality  should 
unite,  and  thus  conduct  a  joint  pharmacy.  It  is  hardly  neces- 
sary to  explain  that  by  this  suggestion  we  mean  that  they 
should  jointly  employ  a  properly  qualified  pharmaceutical  chemist 
for  the  purpose  of  dispensing  their  prescriptions,  not  that  they 
should  carry  out  the  dispensing-work  themselves.  .  .  .  The  chief 
advantage  of  the  scheme  would  undoubtedly  be  to  meet  the 
prescribing  chemist  on  his  own  ground.  .  .  .  Reports  which  we 
have  received  from  all  parts  of  the  country  convince  us  that  this 
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question  is  one  of  momentous  importance,  and  that  qualified 
practitioners  of  medicine  are  everywhere  being  very  seriously 
injured  by  the  quackery  of  prescribing  chemists.  The  evil  seems 
to  be  increasing,  and  therefore  a  remedy  is  urgently  required.  It 
seems  vain  to  expect  either  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  will 
control  its  licentiates  in  this  matter,  or  that  their  proceedings  can 
be  prevented  by  the  common  law.  In  fact,  the  simplest  as  well  as 
the  most  speedy  method  of  convincing  prescribing  chemists  that 
they  are  doing  wrong  will  probably  be  to  convince  them  that  they 
are  thereby  injuring  themselves. 

It  is  quite  evident,  from  the  communications  we  are  constantly 
receiving  from  different  parts  of  the  country,  that  chemists  are 
now  not  only  in  the  habit  of  prescribing  drugs  for  menstrual 
irregularities,  as  well  as  for  other  complaints,  but  that  they  by  no 
means  now  restrict  themselves  to  mere  medicinal  measures.  The 
above  case  is,  therefore,  one  of  importance  as  supplying  chapter 
and  verse  for  statements  which  are  being  somewhat  widely  made. 

Sane  moments  are  characteristic  of  delirium,  and  the  first 
quotation  shows  remarkable  clearness  of  perception.  The 
suggestion  that  doctors  should  give  up  dispensing  is  emi- 
nently reasonable.  It  is  the  best  thing  that  could  happen  to 
physician,  pharmacist,  and  patient.  The  second  quotation 
is  highly  maniacal,  for  the  writer  of  it  has  failed  to  recognise 
that  he  is  in  possession  of  evidence  of  criminality  in  respect 
to  some  individual  or  individuals.  He  launches  this  against 
a  class.  Surely  no  responsible  editor  should  do  such  a 
wicked  thing. 

STORING  POISONS. 

These  are  the  views  of  the  Medical  Press  on  the  storing  of 
poisons  by  the  public  : — 

It  is  time  that  all  persons  buying  poisons,  for  trade  or  other 
legitimate  purposes,  should  be  required  to  keep  them  in  a  bottle 
or  jar,  locked  up  except  when  in  actual  use.  If  when  a  purchaser 
of  a  poison  brings  it  home  he  can  let  it  lie  about,  careless  of  the 
consequences,  all  the  previous  safeguards  are  seriously  discounted. 
In  a  private  house  even  more  than  in  a  pharmaceutical  chemist's 
the  utmost  care  should  be  taken  in  the  storing  of  poisons.  No 
person  should  be  allowed  to  keep  them  in  a  place  where  children 
or  servants  could  come  at  them.  And  we  would  go  further,  and 
prohibit  the  sale  of  poison  to  any  person  of  drunken  habits.  It 
might  lessen  the  risk  if  the  purchaser  were  required  to  sign  an 
obligation  binding  him  to  keep  the  poison  locked  up  in  a  place 
separate  and  distinct  from  all  powders,  bottles,  and  so  forth, 
required  for  household  purposes.  All  tradesmen  and  others  using 
arsenic  and  the  cyanides  should  be  compelled,  under  the  penalty 
of  a  smart  fine,  to  keep  their  chemicals  in  a  place  of  safety,  and  to 
see  that  they  are  all  locked  up  before  discontinuing  business  every 
day.  These  precautions  may  be  considered  very  stringent,  but  no 
stringency  can  be  complained  of  that  is  necessary  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  life. 

SOLUBILITIES. 

The  British  Medical  Journal  gives  one  of  its  correspondents 
some  interesting  information  regarding  the  solubility  of 
salts,  which,  as  it  will  interest  our  readers,  we  quote 
in  extenso : — 

In  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  magnesium  sulphate  is  said  to  be 
soluble  in  1  part  of  water ;  this  means  that  an  ounce  of  water  will 
dissolve  an  ounce  of  the  drug.  It  must  be  noted  that  no  statement 
is  made  as  to  the  volume  of  the  resulting  solution ;  for  practical 
purposes  this  is  what  is  really  wanted,  and,  in  the  case  of 
magnesium  sulphate  and  a  few  other  drugs,  Squire's  "  Companion  " 
supplies  the  information — for  example,  soluble  10  in  13  of  water, 
and  measures  18.  With  solvents  other  than  water  another  diffi- 
culty arises — for  example,  salicylic  acid  is  soluble  in  2  parts  of 
ether  ;  this  means  that  1  oz.  of  acid  will  dissolve  in  2  oz.  of  ether, 
but  as  these  determinations  are  always  done  by  weight  the 
volume  of  ether  would  be  nearly  3  oz.  This  difficulty  does  not 
arise  with  water,  for  1  oz.  by  weight  measures  exactly  1  fl.  oz. 

AUSTRIAN  ASSISTANTS'  HOURS. 

The  success  of  the  movement  amongst  pharmaceutical 
assistants  in  Vienna  has  led  to  similar  demands  for  the 
assistants  in  Prague  regarding  hours  of  duty  and  salaries. 
A  meeting  of  employers  in  Prague  and  neighbourhood,  was 
held  on  June  28  to  consider  the  requests  of  the  assistants 
with  the  result  that  the  demand  to  close  the  pharmacies  in 
Prague  and  vicinity  at  8  p.m.  instead  of  at  9  P.M.  has  been 
refused.  As  a  concession  the  assistants  are  to  be  allowed  a 
break  of  one  hour  and  a  half  at  noon,  and  half  an  hour  in 
the  evening.    The  yearly  holiday  is  to  remain  a  fortnight  as 


hitherto,  but  in  special  cases,  and  if  convenient  to  the 
employer,  longer  leave  of  absence  may  be  granted.  The 
employers  find  it  impossible  to  give  the  increased  salaries 
demanded,  on  account  of  various  conflicting  circumstances 
against  which  pharmacists  have  to  contend — the  greatest 
evil  mentioned  being  the  competition  of  retail  drug-stores, 
of  which  there  are  six  to  every  one  pharmacy  in  Prague. 
The  demand  for  an  eight-hours'  working-day  is  considered 
unjustifiable,  and  therefore  refused.  The  introduction  of 
Sunday  closing  is  also  refused,  it  being  considered  that  it 
would  be  prejudicial  to  some  of  the  pharmacists  and 
contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the  general  public.  Perhaps  the 
Prague  assistants  will  consider  two  hours  better  than  nothing, 
but  we  hardly  think  the  concession  will  prove  satisfactory. 

DANGERS   OF  MEDICAL  DISPENSING. 

A  correspondent  styling  himself  "  Health  "  writes  to  the 
British  Medical  Journal :  "  It  may  be  well  to  call  the 
attention  of  medical  practitioners  who  are  in  the  way  of 
using  dispensing-bottles  purchased  from  marine-store  dealers, 
hawkers,  and  other  vendors,  to  some  of  the  sources  from  which 
such  bottles  are  obtained.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  many  are  picked 
up  from  rubbish-heaps,  ashpits  and  other  filthy  sources,  and 
no  amount  of  scrubbing  can  possibly  render  them  desirable 
for  medicinal  purposes.  The  aim  of  the  physician  may  not 
only  be  defeated,  but  a  potent  source  of  disease  generated 
for  the  sake  of  i  a  trifle  in  procuring  bottles  at  first-hand." 
In  our  opinion,  the  safest  way  out  of  the  difficulty  would  be 
to  have  the  medicine  dispensed  by  a  good  chemist. 

ALKALI-WORKS. 

The  thirty-eighth  annual  report  on  alkali,  &c,  works,  by 
the  Chief  Inspector,  has  just  been  issued.  The  number  of 
works  registered  in  England,  Ireland,  and  Wales  is  now 
1,036,  and  of  these,  only  83  are  scheduled  as  alkali-works 
depending  on  the  decomposition  of  salt.  There  are  also  125 
works  registered  in  Scotland.  The  escape  of  acid-gases  is 
shown  in  a  table,  the  East  Midland  district  coming  highest 
in  HC1,  and  Ireland  showing  lowest.  As  regards  acidity  of 
chimneys,  given  as  S03,  Ireland  heads  the  list  and  North  of 
England  is  lowest,  the  average  being  0-740,  as  against  0  665 
in  1900  and  0  749  in  1899.  The  amending  Bill  of  1901, 
which  was  withdrawn  on  August  15,  is  referred  to  at  some 
length,  and  explanations  are  given  as  to  the  meaning  of 
certain  clauses,  particularly  those  referring  to  the  amount  of 
SOs  to  be  allowed  to  escape.  The  concentration  of  sulphuric 
acid  by  a  new  American  process  has  been  developed  this 
year  at  a  new  works.  The  acid  is  concentrated  in  iron 
vessels,  air  being  excluded  from  the  space  above  the  liquid 
acid,  and  the  results,  so  far,  appear  good.  The  Kessler 
rectifying-process  has  given  satisfaction  in  most  respects 
wherever  introduced,  the  only  apparent  drawback  being  the 
colour  and  brightness  of  the  acid  produced.  With  regard  to 
ammonia,  it  is  stated  that  the  expectations  formed  last  year, 
that  real  improvements  in  carrying  out  the  neutralisation 
method  had  been  made,  are  fully  realised.  The  total  pro- 
duction of  sulphate  of  ammonia  shows  an  increase,  being 
217,213,  tons  as  against  213,726  in  1900  and  205,720  in  1899. 
Great  depression  has  characterised  the  arsenic-industry 
during  the  year,  the  price  of  white  arsenic  having  fallen  to  a 
figure  which  renders  the  extraction  unprofitable.  Four 
works  have  ceased  to  register,  and  further  depression  is 
expected.  The  report  concludes  with  a  statement  by  Dr. 
J.  W.  Swan,  F.R.S.,  as  to  the  future  of  electro-chemistry, 
which  he  considers  will  come  into  much  more  general  use  in 
industrial  matters  in  the  near  future. 


Palatable  Castor  Oil. — Mix  h  oz.  to  §  oz.  of  castor  oil  with  a 
glassful  of  milk,  heating  with  constant  stirring.  This  produces,  in 
a  few  minutes,  a  perfect  emulsion,  which  may  be  flavoured,  on 
cooling,  with  a  little  syrup  of  orange-flowers. 
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Druo^trafce  appeal  tfm\b. 


A MEETING  of  the  drug-trade  was  held  in  the  Throne 
Eoom,  Holborn  Kestaurant,  on  Wednesday  afternoon, 
August  6— Mr.  G.  T.  W.  Newsholme,  of  Sheffield,  presiding— 
with  the  object  of  appointing  a  committee  to  organise  the 
fund,  draw  up  rules,  and  nominate  trustees.  Amongst  those 
present  besides  the  Chairman  were  Messrs.  C.  B.  Allen, 
S.  R.  Atkins,  J.  Harrington,  John  Taylor,  E.  J.  Hanbury, 
C.  Umney,  A.  Baiss,  Henry  S.  Wellcome,  D.  L.  Howard,  T. 
Tyrer,  G.  R.  Barclay,  W.  H.  Fassett,  Harry  Fisk,  W.  Butcher, 
J.  Lorimer,  A.  E.  Tanner,  Percy  C.  Edgar,  R.  H.  Jones, 
C.  J.  G.  Bunker,  R.  Bremridge,  R.  Lord  Gilford,  R.  Feaver 
Clarke,  Henry  Potter,  E.  Pickering,  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones,  and 
G.  J.  Knight.  Nearly  a  hundred  were  present,  and  the 
proceedings  were  cordial  throughout. 

Mr.  Newsholme  commenced  the  proceedings  promptly  at 
3.40  in  a  temperate  speech,  wherein  he  said  there  was  no 
need  for  him  making  apology  for  taking  the  chair,  as  the 
matter  they  were  to  deal  with  interested  the  whole  craft, 
especially  the  retail  pharmacists.  He  explained  how  Mr. 
Glyn-Jones  had,  not  on  his  own  behalf,  but  for  the  benefit 
of  the  whole  trade,  raised  the  ammoniated  tincture  of 
quinine  case.  They  all  knew  how  it  was  more  agreeable  for 
them  to  pay  a  penalty  to  the  Inland  Revenue  authorities 
rather  than  to  go  into  a  court  of  law.  They  were  all 
perfectly  willing  to  obey  the  law,  but  their  difficulty  was  to 
know  what  the  law  is  as  regards  medicine-stamp  duty.  They 
wanted  to  know,  and  although  they  might  not  agree  with 
Mr.  Glyn-Jones  in  everything — for  example,  in  regard  to  the 
B.P.  being  the  standard  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
Acts — yet  they  felt  that  the  law  should  be  laid  down  defi- 
nitely. (Hear,  hear.)  He  felt  that  the  trade  was  indebted 
to  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  for  his  work  in  this  matter,  but  that  was 
not  enough — they  wanted  to  give  him  practical  support ;  for 
it  was  unfair  that  the  individual,  the  wholesaler,  or  any 
association,  should  bear  the  cost  of  an  appeal  which  was 
for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  trade. 

Mr.  S.  R.  Atkins  said  he  had  only  just  received  his  brief, 
so  that  they  must  forgive  him  for  any  shortcomings.  He 
was  there  to  support  the  Chairman  and  his  friend  Mr.  Glyn- 
Jones.  It  was  needless  to  eulogise  the  latter  gentleman, 
who  had  already,  in  his  brief  career,  become  a  very  impor- 
tant factor  in  pharmacy,  and  he  hoped  that  he  would  become 
a  still  more  important  factor  in  pharmacy.  Mr.  Atkins  then 
proposed  the  following  resolution  : — 

That  a  fund  be  raised  and  made  available  for  paying  the  costs 
of  contesting  appeals  against  conviction,  or  in  support  of  dis- 
missals, in  cases  brought  under  the  various  Acts  of  Parliament 
affecting  the  trade,  and  in  which  the  point  at  issue  is  one  of  im- 
portance affecting  the  drug-trade  as  a  whole, 

Mr.  Atkins,  continuing,  said  it  does  not  do  to  leave  actions 
of  the  kind  contemplated  to  individuals  :  what  is  wanted  is 
combined  action.  If  ,  there  is  any  case  in  which  union  is 
wanted,  it  is  in  defending  cases  taken  by  powerful  depart- 
ments of  the  Government.  Chemists  are  mostly  engaged  in 
comparatively  small  businesses,  and  honourably  and  faith- 
fully discharge  their  duties,  many  of  them  in  obscure  places, 
and  to  ask  these  men  to  step  in  to  defend  such  cases  was 
impossible.  Such  men  were  often  of  a  sensitive  nature,  and 
to  have  their  honour  impugned  was  a  source  of  great  trouble 
and  grief.  The  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  has 
not  seen  its  way  to  undertake  these  cases.  The  point  is  a 
debatable  one ;  but  he  could  see  the  extreme  difficulty  in 
differentiating  the  cases,  and  the  Society  might  be  landed  in 
difficulties  which  would  seriously  affect  its  dignity  and 
standing.  Years  ago  he  (the  speaker)  supported  an  organisa- 
tion in  the  Midlands  because  he  thought  a  separate  organisa- 
tion should  undertake  this  work.  He  hoped  an  adequate 
fund  would  result  from  the  appeal  throughout  the  country, 
so  that  the  pressure  would  be  equally  distributed.  If  con- 
tributions could  be  secured  throughout  the  country,  they 
would  have  the  moral  weight  as  well  as  the  pecuniary  sup- 
port of  the  whole  trade.  The  attendance  at  the  meeting 
was  perfectly  satisfactory.  There  were  many  reasons  why  it 
was  not  larger,  many  people  being  away  on  vacation. 

Mr.  John  Taylor,  in  seconding  the  motion,  said  that 
every  individual  in  pharmacy  is  liable  to  the  incidence  of 


these  Acts,  and  should  do  something  to  defend  himself.  No 
matter  how  much  the  heads  of  large  houses  supervised  their 
shops,  some  assistant  might  commit  an  act  for  which  his 
employer  was  liable.  Besides,  they  dealt  in  articles 
peculiarly  liable  to  decomposition,  and  public  analysts  did 
not  forget  that.  (Laughter.)  The  method  proposed  for 
dealing  with  the  questions  arising  ensured,  he  considered, 
absolutely  proper  use  of  the  money  provided.  The  trustees 
would  have  selective  power,  and  the  money  would  not  be 
used  for  defending  cases  in  courts  of  first  instance.  Only 
questions  affecting  the  whole  trade  would  be  taken  up,  and 
not  those  due  to  individual  negligence.  (Hear,  hear.)  He 
agreed  with  Mr.  Atkins  that  the  Council  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  could  not  take  up  matters  of  this  kind,  but 
he  was  assured  of  this,  that  if  chemists  once  allowed  them- 
selves to  witness  the  result  of  combined  action,  they  would 
greatly  benefit  by  seeing  what  union  would  do  for  them.  He 
(Mr.  Taylor)  meant  to  constitute  himself  a  missionary  for 
this  fund,  and  invited  others  to  do  the  same.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Charles  Umney  cordially  supported  the  motion,  and 
remarked  that  the  presence  of  Mr.  Newsholme  in  the  chair 
and  of  such  a  good  gathering  of  his  fellow-councillors  and 
of  the  trade,  showed  that  the  meeting  was  representative  of 
the  whole  trade.  (Hear,  hear.)  Pharmacists,  he  added,  had 
always  been  timid  people  who  had  been  guilty  rather  of  sins  of 
omission  than  of  commission,  and  it  was  desirable  that  a 
plan  of  defence  such  as  was  outlined  should  be  founded. 
Being  in  genuine  sympathy  with  the  defence  did  not  bind 
them  to  all  the  things  on  the  list,  and  it  would  be  left 
to  the  trustees  to  select  cases  in  favour  of  the  whole  trade. 
He  considered  they  should  fight  the  ammoniated  tincture  of 
quinine  case  to  the  bitter  end,  but  he  was  not  sure  that  they 
would  benefit  themselves  by  fighting  the  methylated-liniment 
case.  It  was  to  their  interests  to  uphold  the  British  Phar- 
macopoeia as  their  standard,  and  he  was  surprised  at  what 
Dr.  Attfield  had  been  reported  to  say  at  Plymouth  on  that 
point.  There  were  cases,  such  as  the  amount  of  acetic  acid 
in  acetum  scillas,  which  might  be  fought,  for  some  public 
analysts  were  apt  to  ride  things  to  the  death,  and  it  was  not 
easy  for  single  individuals  to  do  much  against  them.  So  he 
hoped  the  money  for  the  fund  would  be  got  (he  gave  101.  him- 
self), and  that  a  representative  committee  would  be  elected. 

Mr.  G.  P.  Pond  supported  the  motion,  and  expressed 
different  opinions  from  Mr.  Umney  as  to  methylated 
liniments,  holding  that  there  are  commercial  standards  apart 
from  the  B.P.,  and  that  the  public  want  methylated  liniment 
of  soap,  as  he  had  proved  in  the  case  under  appeal. 

Mr.  Wellcome  asked  what  dismissals  meant  in  the  motion. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  said  it  meant  cases  in  which  defendants 
successfully  defend  themselves  so  that  the  cases  are  dis- 
missed but  are  made  the  subject  of  appeal.  It  would  be  the 
duty  of  the  trustees  of  the  fund  to  take  up  such  cases  and 
get  the  first  decisions  maintained  if  possible. 

Mr.  Truman  asked  if  those  who  subscribed  were  to  elect 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Feaver  Clarke  said  when  he  received  the  circular  and 
had  read  it  he  was  impressed  with  a  new  departure.  As  a 
trade  they  had  been  disunited ;  here  there  was  an  oppor- 
tunity of  union  for  the  good  of  the  whole.  Mr.  Glyn-Jones 
had  defied  the  law,  and  he  had  won.  When  they  went  to 
the  higher  Court  he  wanted  to  see  them  do  their  best,  and, 
as  he  was  sure  they  would,  win  on  that  case.  They  would 
get  back  5s.  for  every  half-crown  they  gave.  (Hear,  hear.) 
As  one  who  could  not  give  largely,  he  suggested  that  pro- 
vision should  be  made  for  paying  sums  over  a  period  of  five 
years  or  so.  This  would  suit  those  who  could  only  give 
small  sums.  The  ammoniated  tincture  of  quinine  case  must 
be  settled,  he  continued,  and  when  it  was,  as  a  trade  they 
would  find  themselves  raised  above  the  standard.  (Hear, 
hear.)  He  hoped  they  would  all  share  the  burden  which  so 
far  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  had  borne  himself. 

Mr.  F.  Janson  Hanbury  suggested  that  it  might  be  well  to 
raise  a  guarantee  fund  by  appealing  to  the  trade  throughout 
the  country.  It  might  not  be  difficult  in  that  way  to  get 
promises  of  50,000/.,  and  they  would  only  call  for  such  sums 
as  were  necessary  when  cases  arose. 

Mr.  Truman  approved  of  this  suggestion. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  here  intimated  that,  as  a  result  of  the 
preliminary  appeal,  between  340/.  and  380Z.  had  already 
been  subscribed.  (Applause.)  He  thought  there  could  be 
little  doubt  that  the  1,000?.  aimed  at  would  be  available.  He 
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then  read  the  list  of  subscriptions,  which,  with  sums  after- 
wards intimated,  is  appended  to  this  report.  He  made  a 
running  commentary  on  the  list,  and  in  the  course  of  it  Mr. 
Umney  asked,  "  What  would  2s.  6cl.  from  every  chemist  in 
the  country  bring  in?"  "About  1,000/.,"  said  Mr.  Glyn- 
Jones.  "  Then  there  you  have  your  money,"  said  Mr.  Umney, 
"  if  every  man  gives  only  half-a-crown." 

"  Yes,"  replied  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  ;  "  but  I  do  not  expect  half 
of  them  will  subscribe.  I  wish  they  would."  Proceeding, 
he  said  he  hoped  local  associations  would  undertake  to 
canvass  chemists  in  their  districts,  as  some  had  promised  to 
do.  Two  had  sent  subscriptions.  (Hear,  hear.)  The 
strongest  argument  for  the  fund  was  that  in  the  Medicine- 
stamp  Act  there  is  a  privilege  for  the  chemist  which  should 
be  secured  ;  but  there  were  hundreds  of  chemists  who  would 
settle  with  the  Inland  Revenue  for  51.  rather  than  go  into 
court.  He  reminded  the  meeting  that  they  had  to  fight  the 
Government  and  the  Attorney-General.  It  meant  200/.  or 
300/.,  and  the  point  of  law  was  of  sufficient  importance  to 
justify  spending  the  money.  He  hoped  the  money  obtained 
would  suffice  to  provide  an  annual  income,  and  so  enable 
them  to  fight  at  least  one  case  a  year  if  need  be  without 
touching  their  invested  funds.  The  cases  mentioned  in  his 
letter  were  only  typical,  but  he  held  that  the  B.P.  was 
not  universally  applicable  as  a  standard ;  it  might  be  in 
ninety-nine  cases  out  of  a  hundred.  He  gave  examples, 
amongst  them  saltpetre  and  the  Aberdeen  glycerin  case,  and 
concluded  by  expressing  his  appreciation  of  the  sympathy 
which  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  had  given. 
That  day  all  the  members  at  the  Council-meeting  had 
amongst  them  subscribed  38/.  17s.,  and,  while  he  knew  that 
the  Society  as  a  society  could  not  take  up  a  matter  of  this 
kind,  it  was  good  to  know  that  they  had  the  support  of 
those  at  the  head.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Wilson  asked  if  it  was  the  case  that  the  Society  could 
not  subscribe,  say,  500/.  1 

Mr.  Newsholme  replied  that  it  could  not  subscribe  gener- 
ally, but  it  was  possible,  he  thought,  for  the  members  in 
general  meeting  to  decide  to  support  a  particular  case. 

The  motion  was  then  put,  and  carried  unanimously. 

Mr.  Truman,  in  moving  that  a  committee  be  appointed, 
said  he  was  surprised  this  matter  had  not  been  started  years 
ago.  The  names  submitted  by  Mr.  Truman,  and  those  sub- 
sequently added,  were  Messrs.  David  L.  Howard,  C.  B. 
Allen,  H.  S.  Wellcome,  G.  T.  W.  Newsholme,  W.  H.  Fassett, 
G.  R.  Barclay,  A.  C.  Wootton,  F.  J.  Hanbury,  C.  Umney, 
T.  H.  W.  Idris,  John  Lorimer,  Michael  Carteighe,  Henry 
Potter,  A.  L.  Savory,  Albert  Cooper,  T.  Tyrer,  W.  S.  Glyn- 
Jones,  F.  W.  Truman,  and  G.  P.  Pond,  with  power  to  add  to 
their  number.  This  committee  is  to  draft  regulations  and 
suggest  trustees  for  the  consideration  of  a  future  meeting. 

Mr.  Pond  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  carried,  as  was 
also  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Newsholme  for  presiding,  which 
Mr.  Fassett  moved  and  put  to  the  meeting.  This  concluded 
the  proceedings, 


SUBSCRIPTION  LIST. 

The  following  subscriptions  have  been  intimated  up  to 
Thursday,  August  7  :— 

£  s.  d. 

Baiss  Brothers  & 
Stevenson  (Lim- 
ited)   10  10  0 

The    British  and 

Colonial  Druggist    10  10  0 
Thos.  Tyrer  &'  Co. 
(Limited)  (in  five 
annual  payments)     10  10  0 
A.  Bishop  &  Sons 

(Limited)  ...      5    5  0 

Walter  Hills  ...  5  5  0 
Sheffield  Chemists' 

Association  ...  5  5  0 
Savory     &  Bloore, 

Bond  Street,  W....  5  5  0 
Albert  Cooper  ...  5  5  0 
Lewis    &  Burrows 

(Limited)  ...      5    5  0 

Fassett  &  Johnson  5  5  0 
Barclay     &  Sons 

(Limited)  ,,.     5    5  0 


£ 

s. 

d. 

Burroughs  Wellcome 

&  Co  

50 

0 

0 

The  Chemist  and 

Druggist  (if  five 

other     50/.  sub- 

scribers) ... 

50 

0 

0 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co. 

(in  five  annual  pay- 

ments)   

50 

0 

0 

The  Chemists'  De- 

fence Association 

(Limited) 

50 

6 

0 

Allen   &  Hanburys 

(Limited) 

21 

0 

0 

Potter  &  Clarke  ... 

21 

0 

0 

Idris  &  Co.  (Limited) 

20 

0 

0 

Lorimer      &  Co. 

(Limited) 

20 

0 

0 

Michael  Carteighe... 

10 

0 

0 

Wright,  Layman  & 

Umney  (Limited) 

10 

10 

0 

May,  Roberts  &  Co. 

W.  A.  Goodall  (con- 
ditional on  100 
other  retailers 
giving  the  same)... 

Sanguinetti  &  Ste- 
venson, Ealing,  W. 

Parkes'  Drug-stores 
(Limited) 

Baker  &  Son,  Chi- 
chester   

H.  S.  Hairsine,  Hay- 
market   

D.  L.  Lewis,  Ealing 

G.  T.  W.  Newsholme 
Newton  Chambers  & 

Co.  (Limited) 

John  F,  MacFarlan 
&  Co.,  Edinburgh 

J.  H.  Wilson,  Harro- 
gate       ...  ... 

Clague  &  Abrahams, 
Liverpool... 

R.  Cuthbert,  Hud- 
dersfield  

W.  Butcher,  Black- 
heath 

F.  Truman,  Old  Kent 
Road,  S.E 

Sidney  Smith,  Hast- 
ings   

Rouse  Brothers, 
Tottenham  Court 
Road,  W  

H.  B.  Billington, 
Barnsley  ... 

W.  Gowen  Cross, 
Shrewsbury 

Plymouth,  Devon- 
port,  &c,  Chemists' 
Association  (Trade 
Section)  

J.  H.  Heywood, 
Southend... 

R.  Feaver  Clarke, 
Gravesend 

F.  Boxall,  Crickle- 
wood   

E.  H.  Farr,  Uckfield 
J.     Maurice,  Ply- 
mouth   

W.  H.  Grayson,  Fins- 
bury  Pavement, 
E.C  

F.  H.  Glew,  Clapham 
Road,  S.W. 

W.  Fox  &  Sons, 
Bethnal  Green, 
N.E  

W.  Thomson,  Glas- 
gow   

H.  F.  Austin,  Ber- 
mondsey  ... 

L.  T.  Ashwell,  New 
Bond  Street,  W.... 

C.  B.  Allen,  Kilburn, 
N.W  

J.  S.  Sykes,  Plum- 
stead   

F.  W.  Warren,  Har- 
row Road,  W.  ... 

R.  Banbury,  Wal- 
worth Road,  S.E. 

R.  A.  Robinson, 
L.C.C.,  London  ... 

Atkins  &  Sons, 
Salisbury 

J.  W.  Bessel,  Upper 
Tooting  ... 

P.  Tyrer,  Long  Lane, 
S.E  

A.  C.  Wootton,  North 
Finchley  ... 

J.  H.  Williams, 
Bournemouth 

H.  Cracknell,  Craven 
Road,  W  

J.  Harrison,  Sunder- 
land       ...  .„ 


£  s.  (1. 
5   5  0 


0  0 
3  0 
3  0 


2   2  0 


2  0 
2  0 


2   2  0 

2   2  0 

2   0  0 

2   0  0 

1  0 

1  0 

1  0 

1  0 

1  0 


110 
110 
110 

110 

110 

110 

110 
110 

110 

110 
110 

110 
110 
110 
110 
110 
1  1  0 
110 
110 
110 
110 
110 
110 
110 
110 
110 
110 


J.  F.  Harrington, 
London  ... 

W.  S.  Glyn-Jones, 
London  ... 

B.  Bremridge,  17 
Bloomsbury  Square 

R.  L.  Gifford,  Black- 
burn 

Peter  MacEwan, 
London  ... 

J.  Ingall,  Ashford  ... 

R.  A.  Johnson,  Hol- 
land Park,  W.  ... 

J.  Davies,  Swansea 

T.  Whales,  South- 
wark,  S.E. 

J.  Preston,  Sheffield 

Godfrey  &  Cook, 
Conduit  Street,  W. 

J.  Neale,  Woolwich 

D.  Anthony,  Cardiff 

F.  H.  Bloomfield, 
Birmingham  ... 

J.  Hicking,  Barn- 
staple   

H.  H.  Cullen,  Hollo- 
way  Road,  N. 

Williams  &  Peters, 
Fortess  Road 

S.  B.  White,  Bir- 
mingham ... 

W.  Smith,  St.  James 
Road,  S.E. 

W.  C.  Ford,  Camden 
Road   

W.  G.  Clarke,  King- 
ston (5.s.  annually) 

Watson,  Bow,  E.  ... 

B.  M.  S.  Wokes,  Hull 
W.  R.  Barnes,  Plais- 

tow,  E  

J.  D.  Horton,  Bir- 
mingham ... 

J.  Butterworth,  Wal- 
worth Road,  S.E. 

F.  H.  Bloomfield, 
Birmingham 

D.  Williams  

J.  &  H.  A.  Averill, 

Stafford   

W.  Myers,  24  Greek 

Street,  W. 
Owen  Jones,  Bangor 
John  Taylor,  Bolton 

G.  P.  Pond,  Fleet 
Street,  E.C.  (five 
years) 

David  White, 
Borough,  S.E.  ... 

R.  S.  Page,  Essex 
Road,  N  

C.  J.  G.  Bunker, 
Dover  Street 
(annual,  if  neces- 
sary)   

P.  H.  Burton,  Cam- 
bridge Road,  E. ... 

Geo.  Durrant  &  Son, 
Hertford  

A.  E.  Tanner,  Totten- 
ham 

W.  E.  Mason,  Brix- 
ton   

C.  W  Matthews, 
Fortess  Road,  N.W. 

T.  Coulson,  Grace- 
church  Street,  E.C. 

Abel  &  Co.,  Bays- 
water,  W. 

Anstee  E.  Turner, 
Fulham  Road,  S.W. 

M.  Hersant,  Arch- 
way Road,  N.W. ... 

W.  T.  Akerman, 
Acton,  W. 

F.  B.  Dell,  Hammer- 
smith, w. 

R.  H.  Jones,  Nor- 
wood, S.E. 


£  s.  d. 
110 
1  0 
1  0 
1  0 


1  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 


1 
1 

1 
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1 
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0  10  6 
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0  10  6 
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0  10  6 
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0  10  6 
0  10  6 
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0  10  6 

0  10  6 

0  10  6 
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0  10  6 

0  10  6 
0  10  6 
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0  10  6 
0  10  6 
0  10  6 

0  10  6 

0  10  6 

0  10  0 

0  10  0 
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0  10  0 

0  10  0 

0  10  0 

0  10  0 

0  10  0 

0  10  0 

0  10  0 
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W.  H.  Crossland, 
Uxbridge  Eoad,W. 

J .  E.  Smithyman, 
Enfield   

G.  Brisley,  Bexhill 

J.  Simcox,  Goswell 
Boad 

J.  W.  Feltwell,  Ham- 
mersmith BoadW. 

S.  Smith,  Bamsgate 

G.  Donaldson,  oit- 
sea  ... 

B.  A.  Holloway, 
Queen  Victoria 
Street,  E.G. 

Barnes  &  Sons, 
Trevor  Terrace, 
S.W  

W.  Cresswell  Collen, 
Clapham  Junction 

B.  B.  Betty,  Begent's 
Park,  N.W. 

W.  T.  Phillips,  West 
Norwood,  S.E.  ... 

J.  T.  De  Pare,  High- 
bury Park,  N.  ... 

W.  A.  Medhurst, 
Chobham  

J.  Ensley,  Stoke 
Newington,  W.  ... 

W.  J.  Greensill, 
Stourport  

J.  McLean,  Netley... 

G.  H.  Cooper,  Fails- 
worth 

W.  F.  Sexton,  Black, 
pool  

C.  J.  Palmer,  Twick- 
enham 

M.  Oldfield,  Bromley 

W.  J.  Blackham, 
Holloway  Boad,  N. 

W.  Warren,  Bussell 
Street,  W.C. 

C.  C.  Michie,  Kentish 
Town,  N.W. 

J.  Hick,  St.  John's 
Wood,  N.W. 

C.  Woollons,  Kilburn 

T.  M.  Taylor,  St. 
John's  Wood 

C.  Baker  Parson,  Vic- 
toria Street,  S.W. 

J.  W.  Shore,  Ken- 
sington Boad,  S.W. 

C.  Flint,  Catford  ... 

W.  Jones,  Shepherd's 
Bush   

H.  J.  Keen,  Hall's 
Printing- works,  W. 

C.  Boss,  Fulham 
Boad   

D.  J.  Lewis,  Acton, 
W  

H.  C.  Watson,  Hol- 
loway 

A.B.Melhuish,Duke 
Street,  W. 

Matthews  &  Son, 
Leytonstone 

E.  B.  Dunn,  Kentish 
Town,  N.W. 


£  s.  d. 

0  10  0 

0  10  0 

0  10  0 

0  10  0 

0  10  0 

0  10  0 

0  10  0 

0  10  0 

0  10  0 

010  0 

0   8  6 

0   7  6 

0   5  0 

0   5  0 

0   5  0 

0   5  0 

0   5  0 

0   5  0 

0   5  0 

0   5  0 

0   5  0 

0   5  0 

0   5  0 

0    5  0 


0  5  0 

0  5  0 

0  5  0 

0  5  0 

0  5  0 


0  5  0 

0  5  0 

0  5  0 

0  5  0 

0  5  0 

0  5  0 

0  5  0 

0  5  0 

0  5  0 


E.  Matthew,  Batter- 
sea 

W.  P.  Swift,  Clapton 
I.  V.  Llewhelm,  Wal- 
worth Koad 

B.  T.  Jennings, 
Wandsworth 

H.  H.  Busby,  King's 
Boad,  S.W. 

C.  Bobeson,  New 
Cross      ...  ... 

H.  C.  Dadson,  Manor 
Park,  E.  ...  ~  ... 

E.  T.  Palmer,  Ayles- 
bury 

B.  Tice,  Dalston 
Lane,  N  

C.  E.    Ison,  Fleet  . 
Street 

H.  Slater,  Clapham 
(further  if  re- 
quired)   

B.  Wilson,  New 
Kent  Boad  (for 
five  years) 

J.  Savage,  Plaistow 
Ned  Whineray,  Staf- 
ford Street 

D.  Morgan,  Breck- 
nock Boad,  N.W. 

C.  Bedford,  St. 
Swithin's  Lane  ... 

W.  F.  Jackson,  St. 

John  Street,  E.C. 
John  Ingham,  Upper 

Tooting  

C.  C.  Laverack, 
Borough  Bridge, 
York   

D.  Anderson,  Crouch 
End,  N  

W.  E.  Gould,  Ted- 
dington  ... 

H.  Oliver,  West  Mai- 
ling   

A.  Middleton,  Not- 
tingham ... 

F.  Skeates,  Forest 
Gate,  E  

J.  B.  Davidson,  Mai- 
den Boad,  N.W.... 

A.  H.  Fitzgerald, 
Hornsey,  N. 

W.  A.  Bellamy, 
Barnsley  

W.  Thorley,  Crouch 
Hill   

W.  W.  Bagg,  Ed- 
monton ... 

F.  W.  Harris,  Brock- 
ley,  S.E  

G.  F.  Egg,  Camber- 
well   

H.  J.  Brough,  West 
Kensington 

J.  P.  Jackson,  Sur- 
biton   

H.  W.  Baker,  Elgin 
Avenue   

G.  K.  Gossop,  New 
North  Boad 
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Promises,  hut  amoimts  not  mentioned. 


F.  B.  Benger  &  Co.  (Limited), 
Manchester 

A.  Oglesby,  Barnsley 
King  &  Walshaw,  Huddersfield 
H.  B.  Sharman,  Northwood 
J.  Wilson,  Burntisland,  N.B. 
Dr.  McWalter,  Dublin 

G.  F.  H.  Bartlett,  Battersea 


H.  Cryer,  Holloway  Boad 

E.  B.  Stamp,  Hampstead 

F.  T.  Shepley,  Brockley  Boad, 
S.E. 

D.  Storrar,  Kirkcaldy 
F.  Newbery  &  Sons 
Meggeson  &  Co.  (Limited) 


We  are  asked  to  state  that  subscriptions  may  be  intimated 
to  Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones,  184  Temple  Chambers,  Temple 
Avenue,  London,  E.C. 


fUMnor  Experiences. 

By  A  Successful  Lady-candidate. 

ENCOUBAGED  by  the  thought  that  it  may  be  read  with 
some  little  interest  by  others  of  my  sex  who  may  be 
contemplating  presenting  themselves  for  examination,  1 
have  ventured  to  indite  this  short  account  of  my  experience 
at  the  Minor  examination  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
in  Edinburgh. 

With  what  mingled  feelings  I  presented  myself  at  York 
Place  for  my  first  day  only  those  who  have  been  through  it 
all  can  imagine.  I  felt  a  little  more  at  ease  when  I  found 
two  other  ladies  present,  and  felt  more  cheerful  still  when 
Mr.  Kutherford  Hill  came  forward,  smiling,  to  welcome  us. 
My  first  subject  was  chemistry,  in  which  Dr.  Dobbin  examined 
me.  I  was  given  a  liquid  to  take  the  sp.  gr.  of;  a 
solution  of  sodium  hydrate  to  estimate ;  and  for  analysis  a 
solution,  in  which  I  detected  cadmium  iodide  and  iron — the 
other  acid  radical,  unfortunately,  I  had  not  time  to  prove. 
I  was  somewhat  doubtful  about  the  cadmium,  as  it  was  so 
unexpected,  and  this  and  the  fact  that  I  had  only  detected 
one  acid  radical  did  not  make  my  prospects  quite  rosy. 
(The  cadmium,  I  learned  afterwards,  was  quite  correct.)  In 
dispensing  that  afternoon  I  had  the  following  work  to  do  :  — 

Strong  solution  of  lead  subacetate  %iv. 

Tannic-acid  suppositories  B.P. 
Mitte  vj. 

Liq.  arsenic,  hydrochlor. 
Liq.  strych.  hydrochlor. 
Tr.  strophanthi 
Inf.  digitalis  ad 
Mitte  giij. 

Bis  vel  ter  in  die  ex  aqua  sumenda. 


mi- 

rnv. 
5j. 


Sig. 


Pil.  coloc.  et  hyoscyam. 
Calomelanos  


gr.  iv. 


Ft.  pil.  ij.    H.s.s.    Mitte  xij.  arg. 

Lot.  acid,  boric.  1  in  50      ...       ...  Jij. 

Aqua  rosse    §ij. 

Sig. :  The  eye-lotion. 

The  paper  was  easier  than  I  had  expected,  and  at 
5  o'clock  I  went  away  thinking  that,  after  all,  York  Place 
is  not  the  dreadful  place  I  had  conjured  up  in  my  imagina- 
tion. 

A  week  later  I  returned  for  the  oral  part.  It  would  not 
be  true  to  say  that  I  felt  cheerful  this  time,  for,  indeed,  I 
never  felt  so  nervous  before.  However,  when  I  once  got 
started  matters  looked  a  little  brighter.  I  shall  always  be 
grateful  that  I  had  not  to  wait  long  between  the  subjects. 

The  first  subject  was  prescription-reading  and  doses,  and 
I  also  had  some  prescriptions  to  translate.  I  have  always 
thought  my  Latin  very  imperfect,  but  fortunately  the 
examiner  did  not  think  so,  or,  at  least,  did  not  say  so.  The 
next  subject  was  chemistry,  in  which  Mr.  Tocher  took  me. 
Briefly,  the  subjects  I  was  asked  about  were  these :  Oxides 
of  nitrogen,  how  prepared ;  phenol,  glycerin,  soap,  olein, 
benzin,  nitro-benzin,  law  of  the  crith,  organic  analysis, 
structure  of  thermometer  and  barometer,  atmospheric  pres, 
sure.  I  next  went  to  materia  medica.  I  was  shown  speci- 
mens of  chiretta,  gum  benzoin,  aloes,  digitalis,  cascarilla- 
bark,  senega,  belladonna,  aconite,  taraxacum,  calumba- 
henbane-leaves,  colchicum-corm,  and  two  or  three  others 
which  I  cannot  remember  now. 

After  that  I  went  for  pharmacy.  Here  the  examiner  asked 
me  about  percolation,  maceration,  the  meaning  of  the  word 
"tincture,"  which  of  the  syrups  in  the  B.P.  are  made  in  the 
cold,  and  why  1  How  mercuric  and  zinc  oleates  are  pre- 
pared, and  whether  mercuric  oleate  should  come  under 
Part  1  or  Part  2  of  the  poison  schedule  1  Which  of  the 
tinctures  are  made  with  finely  powdered  drugs,  and  for  what 
reason?  The  ingredients  of  pulv.  jalap,  co.,  pulv.  scammonii 
CO.,  and  pulv.  ipecac,  co.,  and  the  percentage  of  opium  in 
the  latter.  My  last  subject  was  botany ;  last,  but  certainly 
not  least.  I  was  first  given  a  transverse  section  of  a  pine- 
leaf  to  draw ;  then  asked  what  I  knew  of  the  Pteridopliyta, 
given  a  flower  to  classify,  and  several  dry  and  fresh  speci- 
mens to  recognise.  After  that  I  went  to  my  seat,  and  need 
not  add  how  pleased  I  was  when  the  Chairman  told  me  that 
I  had  passed.  H.  S.'  M. 
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Zhc  inneypectet)  in  fiDefctetne. 


AT  the  meeting  of  the  Pharmacological  Section  of  the 
British  Medical  Association  last  week,  Sir  Lauder 
Brunton,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  opened  a  discussion  on  "The  Un- 
desired  and  Unexpected  Actions  of  Medicines,  including 
Tolerance  and  Idiosyncrasy  to,  or  Abnormal  Results  from, 
Ordinary  Doses."  He  pointed  out  that  drugs  may  exert  an 
unexpected  action  either  (1)  by  failing  to  produce  their  usual 
effect,  (2)  by  having  an  excessive  effect,  (3)  by  having  an 
unusual  effect.  It  should  be  remembered  that  it  is  the 
reaction  between  the  drug  and  the  organism  which  is  being 
considered,  and  the  effect  may  be  due  to  either.  In  pre- 
scribing a  drug  it  is  just  possible,  as  in  the  case  of  aconitine, 
that  a  very  different  article  may  be  administered  from  that 
which  the  prescriber  intended.  Cascara  sagrada  often  fails 
to  produce  its  proper  effect  because  the  bark  has  been 
secured  from  the  wrong  species  of  Rhamnus.  Tinctures, 
also,  vary  according  to  the  age  and  otherwise  of  the  plant 
used,  and  ageing  may  take  place  in  the  druggist's  shop  or  in 
the  hands  of  the  patient.  An  instance  was  given  of  a  child 
being  poisoned  by  a  single  drop  of  laudanum ;  but  this 
laudanum  had  been  kept  on  a  mantelshelf  for  a  considerable 
time  with  no  better  stopper  than  a  twisted  piece  of  paper. 
The  result  was  that  the  single  drop  administered  was  not 
laudanum,  but  a  concentrated  liquid  extract  of  opium. 
Solutions  of  morphine  sometimes  undergo  change  with 
formation  probably  of  apomorphine,  and  consequently  pro- 
duce vomiting.  Sometimes  the  very  purity  of  the  drug  alters 
its  effect  for  the  worse.  Artificial  salicylate  of  sodium  owes 
its  inferiority,  it  had  been  suggested,  to  the  absence  of  salicy- 
late of  methyl  present  in  the  natural  salt  [which  we  should 
say  is  erroneous. — Ed.].  Nitrate  of  potash  procured  from  a 
chemist  had  been  found  to  have  no  effect  in  arresting  epistaxis, 
while  that  procured  from  an  oilshop  was  at  once  efficacious. 
This  was  found  to  be  due  to  the  presence  of  nitrite  in  the 
latter.  Changes  often  occur  after  swallowing  which  have  an 
effect  on  the  action  of  drugs.  The  presence  of  salt  in  the 
stomach,  or  even  an  excess  of  hydrochloric  acid,  causes 
calomel  to  have  an  unusual  effect  owing  to  its  conversion 
into  corrosive  sublimate,  so  Sir  Lauder  said.  He  also 
discoursed  at  some  length  on  the  effects  of  arsenic,  pointing 
out  how  much  depends  on  the  rate  of  its  absorption  and 
elimination.  A  large  dose  irritates  the  stomach,  and  is 
usually  ejected  by  vomiting.  If  used  externally  in  too 
dilute  a  form  it  is  absorbed,  but  if  used  very  strong  it  forms 
a  local  slough,  and  is  not  absorbed  at  all.  The  case  of 
arsenic  in  beer  was  referred  to,  the  lecturer  pointing  out  that 
in  the  dilute  form  it  has  little  action  when  drunk,  but  after 
absorption  it  is  carried  to  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
stomach  and  intestines.  Its  ingestion  was  so  continuous 
and  its  elimination  so  slow  that  deleterious  cumulative 
effects  soon  were  apparent.  The  cause  of  the  tolerance  of 
drugs  was  explained  by  showing  their  action  on  the  walls  and 
interior  of  the  cells,  and  the  gradual  loss  of  effect  of  purga- 
tives and  narcotics  was  dealt  with.  Some  interesting  remarks 
were  made  upon  drug-rashes,  notably  those  of  antipyrin  and 
the  phenol  derivatives.  A  case  was  also  recorded  in  which 
general  anasarca  supervened  immediately  upon  the  injection 
of  streptococcus  serum.  Sir  Lauder  Brunton  also  gave  an 
account  of  a  treatment  he  has  tried  for  appendicitis  with 
very  satisfactory  results.  It  consists  of  administering 
salicylate  of  sodium  and  belladonna  in  very  full  doses,  15  or 
20  gr.  of  salicylate  and  10  to  15  minims  of  the  new  tincture 
of  belladonna  being  given  every  two  hours.  Each  drug  is  to 
be  administered  separately  until  the  first  symptoms  of  its 
physiological  action  appear — viz.,  singing  in  the  ears  in  the 
case  of  the  salicylate,  and  dryness  of  the  mouth,  dilatation  of 
the  pupil,  and  quickness  of  the  pulse  in  the  case  of  bella- 
donna. As  soon  as  these  symptoms  appear  the  drug  is  either 
to  be  stopped  or  greatly  diminished  in  quantity. 

In  the  discussion  which  ensued  Professor  Liebreich  spoke 
on  the  specific  irritability  of  the  capillaries — different  drugs, 
in  his  opinion,  being  absorbed  by  different  capillaries.  Dr. 
Gordon  Sharp  remarked  that  the  mode  of  administration 
often  affected  the  action  of  a  drug,  and  instanced  a  case  in 
which  calomel  administered  on  meat  had  proved  fatal  to  a 
dog.  Dr.  Dixon  discussed  the  influence  of  alcohol  upon  the 
rate  of  absorption  of  drugs.    Professor  Marshall  made  some 


observations  upon  the  action  of  nitrate  of  potassium  as  a 
vaso-dilator,  and  the  probable  role  played  by  the  presence 
of  traces  of  nitrite.  In  his  reply  Sir  Lauder  Brunton  stated 
as  his  opinion  that  the  varying  action  of  the  preparations  of 
opium  is  due  to  chemical  impurities. 


ftbree  downs'  Cbemiste'  Besodaticm. 


A MEETING  of  this  Association  was  held  at  Plymouth  on 
July  31,  the  President  (Mr.  C.  T.  Weary)  in  the  chair. 
The  accounts  of  the  Excursion  Committee  were  presented  and 
passed,  and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Messrs. 
Park  and  Fairweather  for  their  assistance  in  making  the 
annual  outing  such  a  success. 

Price-protecting. 
Mr.  S.  A.  Perkins,  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Trade  Section, 
read  a  correspondence  from  Mr.  Glyn- Jones  with  reference  to 
the  proposed  protection  of  prices  of  proprietary  articles  con- 
taining scheduled  poisons,  but  as  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  hoped  to 
visit  Plymouth  in  a  few  weeks,  the  subject  would  be  dis- 
cussed more  fully.  Mr.  Perkins  had,  however,  drawn  up  the 
following  resolution  on  the  lines  laid  down  in  the  letters  : — 

We,  the  undersigned  registered  chemists  in  business  in  Ply- 
mouth, Devonport,  Stonehouse  and  District,  hereby  agree  that  we 
will  not  sell  retail  the  following  proprietary  articles  containing 
a  scheduled  poison  at  less  than  the  prices  given  against  such 
articles  as  below  : — 


Face-value  Minimum  Price 

s.   d,  s.  l1. 

4    0  Fellows's  syrup       ...       ...       ...  3  6 

7    0  „    6  0 

0  9n  Kay's  essence  of  linseed    ...       ...  0  8h 

1  ii       „       „    i  o 

2  9"  „  „    2  6 

1    In  Winslow's  soothing-syrup  ...       ...  1  0 

1    0  Calvert's  No.  5  carbolic  acid        ...  0  10 

16  „  „  ...  1  3 

1    0  Jeyes'  fluid    10 

0    6  „       „    0  6 


Mr.  Park  suggested  that  the  list  be  accepted,  with  power 
to  add  other  articles  if  desirable.  Mr.  Roper,  in  seconding, 
said  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  difficult  to  obtain  signa- 
tures, and  recommended  that  the  list  be  sent  round  to  all 
chemists  in  order  to  secure  as  many  signatures  as  possible 
before  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  came  down. 

Mr.  Hunt  thought  it  would  be  easier  if  the  patent- 
medicine  stamp  duty  be  deducted  from  the  face-value  of  the 
articles. 

After  further  discussion,  the  proposal  was  unanimously 
agreed  to. 

Divisional  Secretary. 

Owing  to  the  small  attendance  of  Plymouth  members,  it 
was  decided  to  postpone  the  appointment  of  Divisional 
Secretary  until  another  occasion. 

Mr.  R.  F.  Roper,  Mr.  Barge,  and  Mr.  J.  Davy  Turney 
placed  on  record  the  obligation  of  the  Association  to 
Mr.  Freeman  Wm.  Hunt  for  his  services  as  Local  and 
Divisional  Secretary  for  so  many  years,  and  regretted  that 
Mr.  Hunt  found  it  necessary  to  resign  the  post. 

Mr.  Park,  speaking  of  the  feeling  of  the  Council,  regretted 
very  much  that  Mr.  Hunt  did  not  see  his  way  to  continue 
as  Divisional  Secretary. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Mr.  Hunt. 


Habd  Work. — One  thing  is  true  :  that  you  are  not  going  to 
succeed  unless  you  work.  The  harder  you  work  the  more  likely 
you  are  to  succeed,  says  Mr.  P.  Gould  in  the  Druggists'  Circular. 
"  As  one  travels  around  the  country  he  notices  that  the  druggists 
who  are  the  back  numbers  in  their  localities  are  usually  the  ones 
who  take  things  as  they  come  and  work  as  little  as  they  can.  I 
have  seen  druggists  out  in  a  little  prairie  town  build  up  a  business 
that  would  put  to  shame  many  of  the  drug-stores  in  the  big  cities. 
They  develop  their  stores  along  all  sorts  of  lines,  and  are  not  a  bit 
behind  their  city  brothers  from  a  professional  standpoint.  The 
important  thing  is  to  keep  your  eyes  open  and  see  where  there  is 
an  opportunity  to  do  business,  and  then  work  as  hard  as  you  can 
along  that  line  and  get  the  trade." 
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Business  Cbanoes* 

Boots  (Limited)  have  opened  a  shop  at  5  Parliament 
Street,  Harrogate. 

Me.  John  Jones,  M.P.S.,  has  opened  a  pharmacy  at  Bolton 
House,  19  Market  Street,  Holyhead. 

Mr.  C.  Wilson,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  bought  the 
business  of  Mr.  F.  Miller,  45  Upper  Marylebone  Street,  W. 

Messes.  E.  Rimmel  (Limited)  have  removed  their 
Strand  retail  business  to  No.  79,  one  of  the  new  shops  in  the 
Hotel  Cecil  Buildings. 

Me.  H.  R.  Hoyles,  F.C.S.,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  for- 
merly of  Bombay,  has  purchased  the  business  of  Mr.  G. 
Windeatt,  Wellington,  Somerset. 

Messes.  Beaufoy  &  Co.,  South  Lambeth,  S.W.,  announce 
that  the  old-established  firm  of  Messrs.  R.  &  N.  Pott,  vinegar- 
manufacturers,  have  transferred  their  business  to  them  as 
from  August  31  next.  Messrs.  Beaufoy  &  Co.  will  have  the 
assistance  of  Mr.  W.  Hamilton  Pott,  who  has  for  twenty- 
three  years  been  associated  with  that  firm. 

At  Geimsby  Mr.  Henry  Colley  has  disposed  of  his  Victor 
Street  business  to  Mr.  Pailthorpe.  Mr.  S.  J.  North  has  sold 
his  business  at  170  Hainton  Street  to  Mr.  G.  Douthwaite. 
Mr.  Fred  L.  Marris  has  removed  from  19  to  17  Corporation 
Road,  where  he  has  fitted  up  a  very  pretty  and  convenient 
pharmacy.  Mr.  A.  H.  Swift  has  recently  sold  the  stock  and 
fixtures  of  his  business  at  112  Freeman  Street  by  auction ; 
the  premises  had  been  conducted  as  a  pharmacy  for  over 
thirty-two  years.  Mr.  R  M.  Jessup  is  opening  a  new  business 
at  67  Grimsby  Road,  New  Cleethorpes,  Grimsby. 


Detetlnar^  ftlotes. 

By  M.R.C.V.S. 

Diseases  of  Poultry. 

IN  our  last  notes  on  avian  parasites,  the  importance  of 
sacrificing  a  member  of  the  flock  was  alluded  to,  in 
order  to  form  a  correct  diagnosis.  No  such  sacrifice  is 
required  in  the  disease  considered  in  this  article.  The 
malady  takes  its  name  from  the  most  prominent  symptom, 
which  is  absolutely  diagnostic.  It  is  a  parasitic  disease  due 
to  the  presence  in  the  windpipe  of  numerous  thread-like 
worms,  known  as  the  Selerostoma  syngamus  or  Syngamus 
traehealis.    Its  history  is  of  yesterday,  as  compared  with 


Chicken'Gapes. 

many  parasites  which  have  been  described  by  writers 
anterior  to  the  Christian  era.  Since  modern  science  refuses 
to  accept  any  form  of  life  as  of  spontaneous  origin,  or  arising 
de  novo  and  without  ancestors,  we  can  only  suppose  that, 
prior  to  the  observations  of  Dr.  Wiesenthal,  in  Baltimore, 
U.S.A.,  in  the  year  1799,  no  one  had  noticed  the  parasite,  or 
a  knowledge  of  it  was  confined  to  a  few  gamekeepers,  who 
could  not  write  or  "  died  and  gave  no  sign "  of  their 
acquaintance  with  it.  Our  first  English  record  of  the 
malady  among  chickens  is  due  to  Georges  Montagu,  who 
reported  it  as  prevalent  between  the  years  1806  and  1809, 


,  Portion  of  windpipe  with  worms 
attached  (natural  size).  b,  Male 
and  female  worms  attached  to  mem- 
brane (magnified). 


and  subsequently  recited  numerous  examples  of  it  among 
game  birds,  especially  pheasants  and  partridges.  During 
the  last  quarter  of  the  nineteenth  century  it  gained  ground 
in  this  country,  particularly  among  pheasants,  not  so  much 
from  specially  favourable  climatic  conditions  as  from  the 
increasingly  artificial  rearing  of  too  great  a  head  of  game  on 
comparatively  small  holdings,  which  soon  became  "  stenched  " 
with  any  creature  originally  intended  to  be  sparse  and 
scattered,  although  polygamous  and  sociable  at  certain 
periods.  It  may  be  remarked,  inter  alia,  that  nearly  all 
our  trouble  with  tame  and  semi-domesticated  fowls  arises 
out  of  the  system  of  over-crowding,  which  to  some  extent  is 
inseparable  from  economic  conditions. 

Gapes  is  not  absolutely  confined  to  the  more  or  less 
domesticated  birds,  wild  ones  being  occasionally  found 
infested,  but  only  to 
a  slight  extent,  and 
then  under  condi- 
tions where  it  may 
be  assumed  that 
they  have  fed  off 
tainted  ground  used 
by  poultry.  It  is 
the  young  chick  of 
a  week  to  a  month 
old  that  is  most 
commonly  affected, 
adults  either  escap- 
ing or  having 
the  constitutional 
vigour  to  cough  up 
or  otherwise  dispel 
or  outlive  the  in- 
vaders. The  Syn- 
gamus traohealis  is 
a  round,  red  worm, 
and  usually  found 
in  the  trachea, 
united  to  the  oppo- 
site sex  permanently  by  an  integumental  junction,  which 
lasts  until  the  female  bursts  with  ova  or  is  ejected  by 
accident.  It  is  not  known  if,  at  maturity,  they  ever  volun- 
tarily seek  another  home ;  but  specimens  may  be  found  upon 
the  ground  whole  as  well  as  broken.  The  whole  worms  are 
eaten  by  the  chicken,  and  re-infestation  thus  takes  place.  The 
ruptured  females  contribute  to  future  generations  when  the 
eggs  have  passed  through  a  period  of  development  in  damp, 
low-lying  soils. 

Although  these  conditions  of  soil  are  not  essential,  and 
gapes  may  break  out  on  a  well-selected  site  for  pheasant- 
rearing,  it  is  beyond  doubt  more  prevalent  in  damp  situations 
and  in  wet  seasons,  as  is  the  case  with  flukes  of  sheep,  filaria 
of  calves,  and  other  parasites  which  are  either  proved  to  have 
an  intermediate  life  in  the  smaller  molluscs,  or,  for  good 
reasons,  so  suspected.  Another  source  of  re-infestation  of 
the  chick  is  to  be  found  in  the  passage  of  mature  ova  from 
the  worm  while  still  attached  to  the  tracheal  membrane. 
She  is,  in  fact,  a  long  bag  of  eggs  in  various  stages  of 
development,  and  always  in  eoitu  with  the  male,  which  in 
the  illustration  looks  like  a  branch  of  herself,  and  is  only 
one-fifth  of  her  size  (the  mature  female  measuring  about 
|  inch.) 

The  armature  of  the  mouth  is  of  such  a  kind  as  to  easily 
penetrate  the  delicate  lining-membrane  of  the  trachea, 
in  order  to  suck 
the  blood  of  its 
victim,  and  it  will 
be  understood  how 
considerable  must 
be  the  inflamma- 
tion resulting  from 
a  score  or  more  of 
these  compara- 
tively large  para 
sites  making  inde- 
pendent punctures.  c 
Their       presence  c,  Sucker  of  female  worm, 
alone  constitutes  a 
serious  impediment 

to  respiration,  and  gives  rise  to  the  gasping  for  breath  which 
is  commonly  called  gaping'or  "  the  gapes."    The  weak  suc- 


d,  Side-view  of 
sucker. 
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cumb  readily  from  exhaustion,  suffocation,  or  anfemia,  or  all 
these  conditions  combined,  while  the  older  and  more 
vigorous  suffer  a  serious  check  in  their  growth  -and  develop- 
ment which  may  make  all  the  difference  to  the  poultryman 
between  a  profit  and  a  loss  at  the  end  of  the  season.  It  may 
be  taken  as  proved  that  the  land  is  infected  for  at  least  the 
succeeding  season  where  birds  have  been  reared  and  have 
suffered  from  gapes.  One  further  proof,  if  proof  were  neces- 
sary, can  be  found  in  chicks  becoming  infected  by  being  fed 
upon  earthworms  which  have  lived  in  infected  poultry- 
yards. 

As  our  pathological  knowledge  increases  it  would  appear 
that  the  common  or  garden  worm  plays  a  very  important 
part  in  diseases  affecting  animals,  either  carrying  ova  or 
spores  in  such  diverse  maladies  as  gapes  in  chickens  and 
anthrax  in  cattle. 

Symptoms. 

It  has  been  already  stated  that  gaping  is  the  diagnostic 
symptom,  but  prior  to  this  protrusion  of  the  neck  and  wide 
opening  of  the  mouth  there  may  be  observed  a  loss  of  activity, 
indifference  to  food,  or  sudden  failure  of  desire  after  com- 
mencing to  feed,  then  a  cough,  a  whistling  sneeze,  the 
appearance  of  mucus  to  the  nostrils  or  corners  of  the 
beak,  and  the  ejection  of  worms  during  the  more  violent 
paroxysms.  The  neck  is  retracted  in  the  intervals  of  gaping, 
in  the  manner  described  in  connection  with  air-sac  mite 
disease.  With  the  progress  of  the  malady  anaemia  is  evident 
in  the  pallor  of  the  membranes,  the  standing-up  or  rough 
way  in  which  the  feathers  remain,  and,  lastly,  the  drooping 
of  the  wings.  After  this  stage  is  reached  shaking  of  the 
head  and  convulsions  follow,  and  the  end  is  near. 

Treatment. 

The  history  and  various  means  of  propagation  indicate  the 
first  line  upon  which  we  should  attack  this  insidious  para- 
site. Where  possible  the  whole  flock  should  be  removed  to 
new  ground,  and  in  any  case  the  soil,  the  runs,  and  floors 
should  be  heavily  salted  or  dressed  with  any  known  worm- 
killer,  innocuous  to  the  feet  of  fowls.  Manure  and  refuse, 
whether  from  the  birds  or  other  animals,  should  be  taken 
away.  All  drinking-vessels  must  be  disinfected,  and  the 
coops  and  other  furniture  saturated  with  a  5-per-cent. 
carbolic-acid  solution.  A  great  continental  authority 
(Megnin)  recommends  salicylic  or  sulphuric  acid  in  1-per- 
cent, solution  for  this  purpose.  These  measures  are  largely 
successful  in  arresting  the  spread  of  the  malady,  but  the 
question  remains  of  what  to  do  with  those  birds  already  the 
hosts  of  the  syngamus.  Headers  have  very  likely  some  bad 
stock  in  the  way  of  advertised  remedies,  recommended  for 


B        ,  P  G 

Embkyology  of  Syngamus  Teachealis. 
e,  Granular  vitellus,  mesean  portion    becoming  constricted. 
f,  Segmented  vitellus.    g,  Developed  embryo,    h,  Embryo 
escaping,  valve  detached. 

the  most  part  by  makers  ignorant  of  the  life-history  of  the 
gape-worm,  and  they  will  find  ultimate  appreciation  by  then- 
clients  if  they  will  be  at  the  trouble  of  going  into  the  disin- 
fection-question thoroughly,  and  supplying  the  more  suitable 
remedies.  To  men  whose  fingers  are  "  all  thumbs  "  it  is  not 
much  use  recommending  operative  interference,  but  the 
deft-handed  chemist,  accustomed  to  fine  manipulation,  will 
easily  succeed  in  showing  the  more  intelligent  among  his 
poultry  clients  how  to  remove  a  considerable  proportion  of 
the  worms  from  the  trachea. 

The  little  patient  should  be  held  by  an  assistant  while  the 
beak  is  opened  and  the  tongue  drawn  out  by  a  pair  of  for- 
ceps. This  will  bring  some  of  the  worms  into  view,  and  in 
any  case  enable  the  operator  to  introduce  a  camel-hair 
pencil  dipped  in  terebene,  or  a  loop  of  horse-hair.  The 
latter  is  best  under  control  when  folded  and  passed  through 


a  small  quill :  the  size  of  the  loop  is  thus'constant,  and  "the 
quill  forms  a  convenient  handle.";  A-  number  'of  syngami 
may  be  fished  up,  and  a  greater  number  detached  by  means 
of  this  instrument  (or  a  feather)  twisted  round  while  inside 
the  upper  portion  of  the  trachea.  A  paroxysm  of  coughing 
may  be  expected  to  follow  this  operation,  with  or  without 
terebene  or  other  anthelmintic  dressing,  but  in  the  great 
majority  of  cases  something  like  a  cure  is  the  result.  The 
number  of  worms  will  be  so  lessened  as  to  give  their  victim 
a  new  chance  of  gaining  strength  and  ultimately  overcoming 
them. 

Medicines  administered  internally  have  an  undoubted 
effect  in  keeping  down  the  worms.  If  they  do  not  actually 
kill  adults  firmly  attached  by  suckers,  they  appear  to  make 
the  host  undesirable,  and  limit  production,  while  affording 
to  the  bird  those  benefits  to  be  expected  from  tonics  when 
taken  by  the  weak  and  anaimic.  The  less  irritating  forms  of 
iron,  as  saccharated  carbonate,  are  to  be  recommended,  com- 
bined with  asafetida  and  gentian.  Garlic  is  said  to  be 
almost  a  specific,  and  may  be  given  as  a  pill  with  the  other 
suggested  ingredients,  or  in  a  food-paste,  as  its  odour  is  not 
at  all  objected  to  by  chickens.  Camphor  (in  pill)  and  sulphur 
(either  with  the  food  or  in  pill-form)  have  also  given  good 
results.  We  have  always  to  remember,  when  consulted 
about  the  diseases  of  poultry,  that  it  is  of  the  first  im- 
portance to  isolate  affected  birds  and  direct  our  efforts 
more  to  the  preservation  of  the  flock  than  to  the  cure  of  the 
individual. 


Coming  j£\>ente. 


Monday,  August  11. 

Official  reception  of  the  members  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference  by  Lord  Provost  Hunter  and  Mrs.  Hunter, 
Victoria  Art  Galleries,  Dundee,  at  8  p.m. 

Tuesday,  August  12. 

Meeting  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference,  Chemistry 
Lecture  Hall,  University  College,  Dundee,  at  10  a.m.  Excur- 
sion to  St.  Andrews,  at  4.15  p.m. 

"Wednesday,  August  13. 

Meeting  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference,  at  10  A.M. 
Afternoon  tea  in  College  grounds,  at  4.30  p.m. 

Thursday,  August  14. 

Excursion  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  to  Comrio 
and  St.  Fillans.  Leave  Dundee  by  steamer  to  Perth,  at 
9.15  a.m.,  or  by  train,  at  10.45  a.m. 

Friday,  August  15. 

Federation  of  Local  Pharmaceutical  Associations.  Annual  meet- 
ing of  delegates,  Room  No.  31,  Queen's  Hotel,  Dundee,  at 
9.45  a.m.    Chairman,  Mr.  W.  L.  Currie,  Glasgow. 

Agenda. 

To  adopt  minutes  of  previous  meeting. 

To  receive  Executive  Committee's  report. 

To  receive  Treasurer's  statement. 

To  elect  Executive  Committee  for  the  ensuing  year. 

To  appoint  two  Auditors  for  the  ensuing  year. 

"  The  Reservation  of  Titles  to  Registered  Persons  only. 

Should  a  Test-case  be  taken  ?  "    Discussion  opened  by  Mr. 

Peter  MacEwan,  London. 
"  The  Incidence  of  the  '  Patent  Medicine '  Law  and  the 

Administration    thereof " — a    Resolution   submitted  by 

Grimsby  Association.    Introduced  by  Mr.  J.  A.  Hawdon. 
"  Territorial  Representation  as  a  Basis  for  the  Election  of  the 

Pharmaceutical  Council.    "Would  this  be  Preferable  to  the 

Existing  System '?  " 
Such  other  competent  business  as  may  be  brought  forward. 

Among  a  lot  of  rubbish,  under  the  title  of  "  Where  Money  Grows 
on  Hedges,"  the  Daily  Mail  says,  "  Many  people  in  the  country 
pick  herbs  at  this  time  of  year,  though  the  herbalist's  industry  is 
vanishing  in  England.  But  manufacturers  of  cosmetics  and  hair- 
washes  will  still  pay  fair  prices  for  some  of  the  rarer  wild  herbs. 
Rosemary  and  southernwood  are  worth  collecting.  So,  a  little 
later  on,  are  the  swamp  myrtle  berries.  Sassafras  stalks  and  roots 
are  purchased  by  chemists  to  make  blood-purifiers.". 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.— Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


French  Oil  of  Lavender. 

Sir, — I  have  read  with  very  considerable  interest  the 
observations  of  Mr.  E.  J.  Parry  in  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist,  July  26,  page  168.  Up  to  a  certain  point  these 
observations  are  in  accord  with  my  own  experience,  based 
on  the  examination  of  many  hundreds  of  samples 
during  the  last  five  or  six  years.  In  my  experience  the 
altitude  in  itself  has  very  little  effect  upon  the  ester-per- 
centage of  lavender  oils,  but  it  appears  to  be  a  fact  that  at 
higher  altitudes  (4,000  feet)  the  true  lavender  {Lavandula 
vera)  alone  grows,  whilst  at  lower  altitudes  (from  1,000 
feet  to  2,000  feet)  Lavandula  vera  grows  very  largely  mixed 
with  spike  lavender  (Lavandula  spioa).  The  presence  of 
the  latter  herb  very  considerably  decreases  the  percentage 
of  esters  present  in  the  oil  distilled  from  the  mixed  plants, 
as  it  contains  a  very  low  proportion  only  of  esters.  The 
material  point,  however,  is  as  to  whether  lavender  oils  can 
be  judged  by  their  ester-percentage.  Setting  aside  all  con- 
siderations of  comparison  of  French  lavender  oils  with 
English  oil — which  may  practically  be  taken  to  be  an  entirely 
different  substance  owing  to  the  proportions  of  cineol  and 
other  pungent  bodies  and  low  proportion  of  esters  that  it 
contains — I  am  of  opinion  that  French  lavender  oils  as  a  class 
can  be  compared  by  their  ester  (linalyl  acetate)  value.  Oils 
having  from  30  to  39  per  cent,  of  ester  can,  in  my  experience, 
absolutely  be  placed  in  order  by  a  well  trained  nose.  In 
other  words,  the  nose  is  capable  of  confirming  the  ester- 
percentage,  and  up  to  a  percentage  of  39  or  thereabouts  the 
odour  appears  to  be  materially  improved.  Above  that  point, 
in  my  judgment,  the  oil  is  not  so  pleasant  to  smell,  having 
an  odour  that  I  should  describe  as  decidedly  flat ;  and  in 
certain  oils  that  I  have  examined,  containing  42  to  43  per 
cent,  of  linalyl  acetate,  the  odour  was  not  by  any  means 
pleasant,  and  not  to  be  preferred  even  to  an  oil  containing  a 
much  lower  percentage  of  ester.  In  my  opinion,  French 
lavender  oils  as  a  class  can  be  compared  by  their  ester- value, 
but  the  most  pleasant  odour  of  the  French  lavender  oils  is, 
in  my  judgment,  associated  with  an  ester-percentage  of  from 
37  to  39.  Faithfully  yours, 

John  C.  Umney. 

48  South wark  Street,  S.E.,  August  1. 

Oil  of  Citron. 

Sir, — In  an  article  of  mine  on  citron  oil  published  in  your 
columns  ( C.  §  L>.,  January  4,  1902,  page  19)  I  described  the 
characters  of  pure  citron  oil  from  Cedri  fruit,  belonging  to 
Citrus  niediea  var.  Citrea.  The  London  Essence  Company, 
in  an  article  contained  in  the  Summer  Issue  of  your  journal, 
do  not  accept  such  characters  as  by  me  described,  and 
assert  them  to  be  a  mistake  ;  not  only  that,  but  my  article 
is  capriciously  corrected  on  the  belief  that  my  oil  was  made 
from  C'edrini,  according  to  the  arbitrary  information  of  a 
correspondent  in  this  town.  Well,  I  do  not  think  I  need 
hold  myself  responsible  for  what  people  may  have  communi- 
cated to  the  Company  as  being  related  by  me.  Before 
supreme  dictates  of  scientific  experiments  a  correspondent  is 
no  authority.  What  I  can  openly  declare  is  that  the  oil 
examined  by  me  was  made  under  my  supervision  from  Cedri 
fruit,  not  being  able  to  get  any  Cedrini  at  that  time.  It  is 
well  known  that  both  the  oil  from  Cedri  fruit  (Citrus  medica 
var.  Citrea)  and  that  from  Cedrini  (Citrus  niediea  var.  Citrea 
Gibocarpa)  have  nearly  identical  characters,  but  the  former 
is  rarely  made,  because  the  percentage-yield  is  limited  and 
its  production  is  scarcely  remunerative.  After  all,  I  feel  glad 
that  I  disagree  with  the  London  Essence  Company  on  this 
subject,  because  it  will  afford  me  next  season  a  good  occa- 


sion to  discuss  my  assertion  from  a  scientific  point  of  view — 
let  it  be  clearly  understood,  not  from  a  commercial  point  of 
view,  as  perhaps  the  company  do. 

Yours  truly, 

Reggio  Calabria,  July  31.  Salvatore  Gulli. 

Aqua  Destillata. 

Sir, — You  mention  in  your  last  issue  that  the  wholesale 
houses  have  arranged  to  make  a  charge  for  distilled  water, 
and  the  present  seems  an  opportune  moment  to  ask  whether 
some  better  method  of  distribution  to  chemists  who  use  it 
for  dispensing  cannot  be  devised.  From  a  manufacturer's 
and  a  consumer's  point  of  view,  I  know  the  difficulties  which 
surround  the  matter.  I  have  examined  samples  of  distilled 
water  that  were  everything  one  could  wish  and  others  very 
far  from  it.  I  have  seen  samples  with  oil  floating  on  them, 
and  analysed  others  which  would  not  pass  muster  as  good 
sewage  effluents.  On  the  other  hand,  I  have  seen  carboys 
and  distilled-water  containers  returned  in  a  shocking  con- 
dition and  containing  indescribable  rubbish  and  filth  ;  and 
I  have  known  pharmacists  who  relegate  the  care  of  aq. 
dest.  to  the  errand-boy.  From  time  to  time  I  have  examined 
distilled  water  bacteriologically,  but  the  results  have  been  so 
terrible  that  I  have  never  published  them,  for  I  knew  no 
good  could  result  as  long  as  distilled  water  was  prepared, 
handled,  and  dealt  with  under  the  old  conditions.  May  I 
suggest  to  manufacturers  that  they  send  the  water  out  in 
stoppered  bottles  and  discard  jars  and  carboys  ;  and,  to  users, 
that  they  remove  the  stopper  (tying  it  round  the  neck  of 
the  bottle)  and  replace  it  with  a  plug  of  clean  cotton  wool, 
and  singe  this  after  it  has  been  placed  in  situ.  I  have 
found  this  the  best  plan  in  actual  practice,  both  in  the  shop 
and  the  laboratory,  and  the  water  keeps  fresh  longer  than  if 
bottled  up  tight.  It  has  always  been  a  matter  of  surprise  to 
me  that  the  supply  of  aq.  dest.  for  dispensing  in  business 
should  have  been  so  carelessly  dealt  with  by  the  majority  of 
chemists ;  but  now  the  old  order  has  changed,  perhaps  we 
may  rise  to  the  occasion  and,  if  only  on  the  principle  that 
something  which  costs  money  should  be  taken  care  of,  pre- 
serve one  of  the  most  important  items  of  our  stock-in-trade 
in  a  becoming  manner. 

2  Charterhouse  Street,  E.C.  C.  Edward  SAGE. 

The  Old  Lot. 

Sir, — The  task  set  me  by  "Xrayser"  is  an  easy  one.  I 
would  like,  however,  to  preface  my  remarks  by  saying  that 
no  man  at  present  engaged  in  pharmacy  has  more  real  kindly 
feelings  towards  the  old  leaders  than  I  have,  but,  as  leaders, 
they  must  be  prepared  to  submit  to  that  healthy  criticism 
which  falls  to  the  lot  of  most  men  who  occupy  front-rank 
positions  in  the  various  walks  of  life. 

The  real  difficulties  under  which  pharmacy  labours  at  the 
present  time  mainly  consist  in  the  fact  that  there  is  far  too 
great  a  discrepancy  between  what  the  pharmacist  is  qualified 
to  be,  and  what  in  real  practice  he  is,  in  this  country.  This 
is  the  matter  in  a  nutshell,  but  it  needs  explanation. 
Fifty  years  ago  the  man  who  knew  the  scientific  side  of 
pharmacy  best,  the  man  who  turned  out  the  most  elegant 
preparations  made  in  his  own  place,  the  man  who  by 
superior  knowledge  and  skill  secured  the  confidence  of  the 
j)ublic,  built  up  the  best  drug-business.  The  advent  of  the. 
great  trading  drug-stores  has  put  an  end  to  all  that.  These 
stores  have  called  into  existence  the  mammoth  manufacturers 
of  pills,  plasters,  toilet-articles,  even  special  forms  of  Phar- 
macopoeia galenicals,  and  now  few  retail  firms  have  an 
opportunity  to  show  the  public  that  they  are  capable  of. 
superior  manipulation,  or  superior  knowledge  of  any  kind,  i 
The  scientific  side  is  down,  and  the  trade  side  is  up,  in  phar- 
macy. For  one  retail  business  which  is  making  slow 
progress  on  scientific  lines  in  any  of  our  large  centres 
to-day,  twenty  are  making  rapid  progress  on  pushing  business 
lines.  I  do  not  think  that  this  is  a  desirable  state  of 
matters ;  I  do  not  think  it  is  in  the  public  interest ;  I  do 
not  think  that  it  leads  to  the  discharge  of  the  true  mission 
of  pharmacy ;  but  it  is  the  road  we  have  been  forced  into 
by  stores  competition.  I  accuse  the  old  leaders  of  failing  to 
see  this.  I  accuse  them  of  failing  either  to  do  anything  to 
prevent  this  or  leaving  chemists  at  liberty  to  work  out  their 
own  salvation  in  the  only  way  possible.  Let  me  illustrate. 
One  old  leader  made  a  speech  not  long  ago,  in  which  he  said 
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that  the  kind  of  men  we  wanted  in  pharmacy  were  men  lof 
the  type  of  certain  successful  chemists  of  the  past,  and  that 
he  had  more  hope  in  these  than  in  legislation.  This  has 
been  the  predominant  idea  at  Bloomsbury  Square,  and  it 
has  been  the  moulding  ingredient  in  all  Bloomsbury  Square 
policy  from  the  start.  It  is  an  altogether  mistaken  idea. 
If  these  men  who  built  up  successful  businesses  thirty  or 
forty  years  ago  were  commencing  business  to-day,  and 
adopted  the  policy  which  led  to  success  in  their  time,  they 
would  simply  be  nowhere.  The  conditions  have  so  changed  that 
they  would  be  out  of  the  race  from  the  start.  The  old  leaders 
fail  to  grasp  this  fact.  They  insist  on  raising  the  grade  of 
education,  when  education  is  really  less  needed  than  it  was 
in  the  old  days  when  the  chemist  manufactured  everything 
behind  his  own  small  counter.  They  labour  to  produce  men 
of  a  professional  cast,  when  the  mere  fact  of  a  man  being 
bathed  in  professionalism  acts  as  a  heavy  handicap  on  him 
in  the  trade  race.  In  short,  they  have  made  little  effort  to 
get  back  to  the  old  conditions  in  pharmacy  by 
securing  fresh  legislation,  nor  have  they  trimmed 
the  pharmaceutical  sails  to  the  new.  I  believe  in  education 
and  professionalism  as  much  as  any  man,  but  it  ought  to 
have  been  perfectly  plain  that  a  time  when  90  per  cent,  of 
the  drugs  passing  into  the  hands  of  the  public  are  manu- 
factured and  sold  by  unqualified  men  is  not  the  proper  time 
to  pile  on  the  educational  agony.  The  result  of  Bloomsbury 
Square  policy  is  that  our  young  men  spend  all  their  earlier 
years  building  up  a  large  stock  of  scientific  information  and 
clothing  themselves  in  robes  of  professionalism,  only  to  find 
on  emerging  triumphantly  from  the  examination-rooms  that 
they  are  confronted  with  a  hard  battle  for  life — a  battle  in 
which  their  education  and  professional  instincts  act  as  drags 
rather  than  helps — a  battle  in  which  the  victory  is  to  the 
man  who  is  in  no  way  hampered  with  either  education  or 
professionalism.  The  unqualified  man  enters  the  field  ready 
at  once  to  adopt  what  are  known  as  "  pushing  lines "  in 
pharmacy ;  the  qualified  man  spends  the  first  ten  years  of 
his  real  business  life  getting  rid  of  false  ideas.  This  is,  of 
course,  all  very  deplorable,  but  we  all  know  it  is  true.  The 
old  leaders  are  aiming  at  the  impossible.  They  are  aiming 
at  keeping  a  highly  trained  and  educated  staff  of  chemists 
in  the  field  whilst  we  have  a  large  staff  of  men  in  the  field 
who  have  no  such  training,  and  only  run  drug-businesses  for 
cash.  The  public  cannot  have  both  kinds  of  service  ;  either 
the  untrained  class  must  throw  out  the  trained,  or  the  trained 
class  must  throw  out  the  untrained.  If  the  old  leaders  had 
been  vigilant  this  battle  would  have  been  over  at  the  time 
of  the  London  and  Provincial  Supply  Association  (Limited) 
case.  At  that  time  the  broken  covenant  ought  to  have  been 
taken  at  once  to  Parliament  for  repairs. 

The  difficulties  are  altogether  enormous  now.  So  many 
vested  interests  have  grown  up  as  a  result  of  gross  mal- 
administration of  the  Pharmacy  Acts  that  fresh  legislation 
of  anything  like  a  drastic  nature  is  almost  impossible  at  this 
late  date.  Our  great  need,  however,  is  a  great  leader.  Five 
years  of  a  great  leader  would  change  the  face  of  everything 
in  pharmacy,  but,  unfortunately,  in  this  case  the  hour  has 
not  brought  the  man. 

Dumfries,  August  4.  James  Eeid. 

For  Union  and  Shorter  Hours. 

Sir, — I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  the  London 
Chemists'  Association  advocating  the  universal  closing  of 
chemists'  shops  in  London  entirely  on  Coronation  Day 
(Saturday,  August  9).  At  present  I  am  not  a  member  of  the 
Association;  I  may  say  that  it  is  my  intention  to  join  at  once, 
for  during  the  thirty-three  years  I  have  been  in  business, 
of  the  many  suggestions  and  attempts  that  have  been  made 
to  form  some  kind  of  trade-society  nothing  so  likely  to  unite 
the  trade  has  occurred.  What  is  greatly  needed  is  an 
association  that  will  bring  about  a  uniformity  of  action  with 
regard  to  such  matters  as  this,  together  with  such  questions 
as  the  early  closing  of  shops  on  Thursdays  and  the  general 
question  as  to  hours  of  business  and  similar  matters.  I  am 
certain  if  the  Association  will  consider  these  questions  and 
thus  become  the  means  of  reducing  the  hours  of  toil  and 
increasing  the  leisure  hours,  every  chemist  in  the  metropolis 
will  become  a  member.  Yours  truly, 

309  Hackney  Road,  N.,  Alfred  J.  Barnard. 

August  6. 


"Xrayser"  and  the  Locum-Tenens. 

SIR, — Your  commentator  "  Xrayser's  "  remarks  re  locum- 
tenens  in  your  last  issue  seem  to  me  to  be  rather  depreciatory 
and  objectionable.  He  expresses  surprise  at  the  number  of 
men  seeking  these  posts,  and  thinks  the  pecuniary  results 
must  be  inferior  to  those  gained  by  the  permanent  assistant, 
&c.  Also  he  draws  certain  supposed  disadvantages  attendant 
on  the  frequent  changes  of  situations,  and  thinks  the 
permanent  man  has  the  brighter  future,  &c.  Now,  Sir,  with 
all  these  sentiments  I  beg  to  disagree.  The  corrections  are 
all  the  more  necessary,  because  the  L.-T.  is  none  too  kindly 
received  by  the  average  chemist,  who  too  often  regards  him 
as  a  sort  of  necessary  evil  and  tolerates  him  on  sufferance 
only.  First,  with  the  number  of  these  men  advertising  for 
berths  I  have  nothing  to  say,  except  that  this  fact  alone 
would  seem  to  refute  one  point  of  "  Xrayser's  "  argument — 
viz.,  that  the  permanent  man's  position  is  the  better  one  in 
comparison  with  the  L.-T.'s ;  that  is  to  say,  if  the  locum's 
position,  emoluments,  and  prospects  be  inferior  to  the 
permanent  man's,  it  is  strange  that  the  former  do  not  realise 
the  fact  and  quickly  transform  themselves  into  permanent 
men.  But  the  matter  does  not  end  here.  Amongst  the 
locums  there  surely  are  some  who  do  not  regard  the  matter 
as  one  exclusively  of  a  cash  affair.  There  may  be  some  who 
already  possess  a  sufficiency  of  means  for  a  decent  living,  yet 
desire  to  keep  in  touch  with  a  trade  which  they  have  learnt  and 
been  accustomed  to  from  boyhood.  Occasional  employment 
for  a  week  or  two  with  a  brother  chemist  is  the  thing  in  this 
case — hence  the  vocation  of  the  L.-T.  The  employer  and 
employe,  thus  mutually  fitted,  enjoy  a  pleasant  break  in  what 
would  otherwise  be  monotonous  lives.  Both,  too,  are  bene- 
fited— -the  chemist  by  a  temporary  respite  from  the  thraldom 
of  the  shop,  and  the  enjoyment  of  a  well-earned  holiday ; 
the  locum  by  a  digression  from  the  dull  existence  of  a  retired 
life.  Again,  there  is  the  question  as  to  the  comparative 
healthiness  of  the  two  classes  of  men.  Few  men,  not  other- 
wise obliged,  would  elect  to  spend  their  lives  toiling  away 
for  weeks  and  months  on  end  in  the  confined  atmosphere  of 
a  drug-shop.  In  90  per  cent,  of  cases  it  is  the  sheer  neces- 
sity of  earning  a  living  that  compels  them  to  do  so,  with 
what  lamentable  results  your  obituary  columns  islainly  indi- 
cate. Now,  the  L.-T.  has  a  distinct  advantage  here.  In  the 
intervals  of  employment  he  can  recuperate  himself  mentally 
and  bodily,  and  so  re-equip  himself  for  his  next  situation. 
As  to  the  burden  or  inconvenience  of  constantly  changing, 
&c,  assumed  by  "  Xrayser,"  I,  personally,  have  found  them 
non-existent.  That  is  an  armchair  argument.  A  constant 
succession  of  changes  in  employers,  shops,  and  districts  is 
the  very  best  education  a  man  can  possibly  have.  These 
enlarge  his  mind,  broaden  his  mental  vision,  and  impart  a 
solidity  and  completeness  to  his  knowledge  of  men  and 
things  which  nothing  else  can.  He  becomes  cosmopolitan 
in  his  ideas,  and  is,  indeed,  the  superior  of  his  permanency 
chum,  whose  experience,  too  often,  is  limited  to  one  chemist, 
one  shop,  and  one  very  small  public.  Chemists,  indeed,  as  a 
class  are  too  conservative  and  exclusive  in  their  ideas  and 
aims,  and  not  sufficiently  cognisant  of  the  busy  world  with- 
out. How  far  this  is  responsible  for  the  chaotic  condition  of 
pharmacy  at  the  present  day  is  not  for  the  writer  to  say. 

Yours,  &c, 

J.  W.  B.  (38/25.) 

Assistants'  Agreements. 

Sir, — I  think  your  correspondent  "  Xrayser"  hits  the  right 
nail  on  the  head  when  he  refers  to  the  chemist's  assistant 
being  more  appropriately  termed  a  serf.  Anyone  who  has 
any  knowledge  of  assistants  will,  I  think,  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  they  are  rightly  dissatisfied  with  their  lot. 
An  assistant  has  to  work  long  hours  for  poor  pay,  and  very 
frequently  with  a  principal  whose  sole  object  seems  to  be  to 
make  him  (the  assistant)  miserable,  and  in  no  way  study 
his  feelings,  until  he  loses  whatever  individuality  he  may 
have  had.  After  working  hard  for  his  examination,  and 
meeting  with  success,  he  is  given  a  wage  little  better  than  a 
workman ;  it  is  little  wonder  there  is  a  dearth  of  apprentices. 

Yours  truly, 

Qualified.  (36/21.) 

Sir, — The  "agreement  "  published  in  the  C.  $  B.  Summer 
Issue  is,  I  find,  looked  upon  in  many  quarters  as  a  shade 
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worse  than  that  of  the  companies.  Its  great  fault  is  the 
omission  of  a  definite  term  of  years.  If  this  is  necessary  in 
a  company  agreement  it  is  ten  times  more  so  in  an  agreement 
entered  into  with  the  ordinary  employer.  In  the  course  of 
an  extended  experience  I  am  pretty  well  convinced  that 
very  many  of  these  agreements  are  never  intended  to  be  kept — 
that  is  to  say,  so  far  as  tends  to  the  betterment  or  advance- 
ment of  the  assistant.  In  the  first  place,  there  are  few 
chemists  sufficiently  established  to  be  able  to  offer  any 
security  of  tenure ;  others,  again,  are  so  easily  moved  by  a 
week  or  two's  dull  trade  that  the  assistant's  house  is  built 
upon  extremely  shifty  soil.  I  could  enlarge  considerably  on 
this  phase  of  the  subject  from  incidents  which  have  occurred 
in  my  own  career;  enough  to  say  that  except  with  an 
established  house  of  importance  and  undoubted  reputation, 
I  should  look  upon  an  agreement  as  so  much  waste-paper. 
Undoubtedly  there  is  hardship  at  times — men  leaving  and 
setting  up  in  close  proximity  to  the  late  employer.  Con- 
siderably greater  harm  has,  and  that  more  frequently,  been 
done  by  employers — sometimes  for  trifling  causes — dismissing 
their  managers,  who  are  thus,  by  having  signed  some  such 
agreement  as  that  under  notice,  debarred  from  taking  a 
situation  in  or  near  the  neighbourhood ;  a  home  is  broken  up 
and  great  expense  and  privation  incurred  often  for  a  mere 
whim.  I  could  give  you  the  name  of  a  chemist  (with  a  big 
reputation  and  who  is  a  religious  man)  who  has  done  this  not 
once  but  a  dozen  times  at  least.  It  sometimes  happens  that 
the  victims  of  these  outrageous  agreements  are  handicapped 
for  life.  As  concerns  companies,  what  is  inadvisable  (for  the 
most  part)  with  the  individual  may  be  taken  more  seriously. 
He  will  be  a  poor  specimen  of  humanity  who  cannot  turn  this 
to  good  account  with  a  company.  Some  people  consider  a 
company  fair  subject  for  any  kind  of  laches.  I  would  not  go 
so  far  as  that,  not  so  much  for  the  sake  of  the  company,  but 
because  it  is  necessary  to  retain  one's  self-respect.  "  A 
bond  or  contract  to  restrain  oneself  from  trading  in  a  par- 
ticular place,  if  made  vpon  a  reasonable  consideration,  is 
good ;  but  otherwise  if  made  on  no  reasonable  consideration 
or  to  restrain  a  man  from  trading  at  all."  It  must  therefore 
be  perfectly  clear  that  an  agreement  without  a  time  limit 
properly  specified  is  not  made  upon  a  reasonable  considera- 
tion. A  case  bearing  upon  the  subject  of  agreements  with  a 
company  came  to  light  just  lately.  "A"  has  been  with  a 
company  for  several  years.  He  saw  his  way  to  a  business  of 
his  own  in  another  town,  gave  the  usual  notice,  and  bought 
the  business.  Within  a  few  months  the  company  opened  a 
shop  close  to  him,  having  already  ten  or  a  dozen  shops  in 
that  particular  town !  I  suppose  company-managers  will  be 
sufficiently  plastic  as  to  sign  an  agreement  with  the  restric- 
tions as  to  trading ;  later  on  they  may  see  their  way  to  a 
business,  and  may  fulfil  their  part  of  the  contract  with 
regard  to  the  three-mile  limit ;  but  what  will  they  say  when 
the  company  opens  branches  in  opposition  to  them  ?  This 
is  not  provided  for  in  an  agreement  which  one  of  the  octopian 
companies  is  now  getting  its  managers  to  sign.  "What  is 
sauce  for  the  goose  is  sauce  for  the  gander."  Verb,  sat  sap. 
Yours  faithfully, 

Bond  op  Union.  (38/22.) 


Legal  Queries. 


36/54.  II.  8. — Your  remedy  against  the  carrier  is,  as  we 
suggested,  to  sue  him  for  the  amount  of  loss  you  have 
suffered.  Do  not  take  proceedings  without  the  guidance  of 
a  local  solicitor.    Perhaps  the  game  is  not  worth  the  candle. 

38/7.  Tabules. — The  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  never  give 
a  second  opinion  upon  a  label,  and  decline  to  assist  anyone 
in  making  non-liable  a  label  that  is  liable.  The  wording  in 
your  cold  and  influenza  mixture  label  which  makes  it  liable 
is  "  safe  and  reliable,"  and  the  peculiar  manner  in  which  you 
give  the  directions.  As  you  have  written  across  part  of 
these,  we  cannot  be  quite  sure  how  they  read  originally,  but 
we  would  suggest  that  you  should  simply  make  the  label 
read :  "  Cold  and  influenza  mixture  for  adults  and  children." 
Then  state  the  doses,  and,  following  them,  11  To  be  taken  at 
bedtime  and  twice  a  day  thereafter,  or  as  occasion  may 
require."  To  say,  as  you  do,  "  Twice  during  the  following 
day,"  implies  a  cure. 


36/63.  Aerated  Waters. — It  is  generally  known  that 
aerated-water  bottles  with  names  embossed  upon  them 
belong,  as  a  rule,  to  those  whose  names  are  on  the  bottles. 
Although  there  are  exceptions  to  this — and  the  case  you 
mention  appears  to  be  one  of  them — it  would  be  wrong  to 
assume  that  the  mere  possession  of  such  bottles  makes  one 
the  owner  of  them.  The  facts  mentioned  by  you — viz.,  that 
A  and  B  have  been  accustomed  to  exchange  each  other's 
bottles  (A  paying  B  9(2.  a  dozen  for  any  surplus  A  bottles)  is 
fair  evidence  that  there  was  an  implied  agreement  between 
the  parties,  and  mutual  consent  is  necessary  to  alter  the 
terms. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  w;  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


36/60.  Pax. — We  know  of  no  way  of  removing  the  rancid 
smell  of  oil  from  glycerin  short  of  re-distilling. 

2/22.  A.  W.  F. — We  cannot  give  an  opinion  on  the  sample 
of  tr.  cinchon.  CO.,  as  it  is  contrary  to  our  rules  to  do  so. 

34/72.  G.  F.  G.  G. — The  apparatus  mentioned  in  the 
electrical  side-line  article  can  be  had  from  Messrs.  F.  Darton 
&  Co.,  who  advertise  in  the  C.  D. 

36/17.  West. — Crawshaw's  dyes  are  aniline  or  other  syn- 
thetic products,  and  we  presume  the  best  colours  to  use  have 
cost  much  in  experiments  and  experience. 

33/18.    Jeff. — "Waterproofing  Canvas.  — ■  The  method  of 
rendering  cloth  waterproof,  referred  to  in  the  C.  <$' 
February  22,  page  319,  will  apply  to  canvas. 

32/70.  P.  E.  K. — The  sample  of  "  strewing  smalts  "  which 
has  been  in  stock  forty  years  is  probably  the  kind  formerly 
used  for  blueing  starch  in  laundry-work.  Cheaper  ultra- 
marine, although  not  so  permanent,  has  replaced  smalts  for 
the  purpose. 

25/31.  F.  H.  C. — Are  you  sure  that  chromic  acid  is  used 
in  synovitis?  We  should  have  thought  that,  owing  to  its 
escharotic  action,  it  would  be  the  last  thing  to  use.  Water  is 
the  best  solvent  for  the  acid,  which  could  then  be  mixed 
with  vaseline.  Methylated  spirit  could  not  be  used  without 
danger. 

36/26.    C.  H.  W. — The  Bell  Scholarship  Examination 

conditions  must  be  obeyed  by  the  Registrar,  but  you  may 
appeal  to  the  President  and  Council  to  allow  you  to  sit  for 
the  examination  next  year — that  is,  while  you  are  too  young. 
It  would  in  no  case  be  fair  to  permit  you  to  sit  a  second  time 
in  1905  when  you  are  too  old,  although  if  the  rules  are 
strictly  adhered  to  you  will  only  have  one  of  the  two  chances 
that  most  candidates  have.  But  why  reckon  on  two  chances  ? 
You  are  more  likely  to  win  if  you  are  determined  to  make 
the  best  of  one  chance. 


Information  Wanted. 


35/4.  Who  are  the  makers  of  Alsten's  Clearine  and  of 
Ozerine  ? 

37/56.  Name  and  address  of  maker  of  photo-mounting 
paste  at  30s.  per  cwt. 

37/66.  Name  and  address  of  makers  of  porcelain  cylinders 
with  porcelain  balls  for  grinding  powders. 


To  Renovate  Stbaw  Hats  made  of  natural  straw,  thoroughly 
sponge  with  a  weak  solution  of  tartaric  acid  in  water,  followed  by 
water  alone.  The  hat  after  being  so  treated  should  be  fastened 
by  the  rim  to  a  board  by  means  of  pins,  so  that  it  will  keep  its 
shape  in  drying.  So  the  Druggists'  Circular  says;  but  oxalic 
acid  does  better ;  and,  even  better  than  that,  half  a  lemon  dipped 
in  sublimed  sulphur,  and  rubbed  on  the  straw. 
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NOTICE  TO  BUYERS —The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk 
quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various 
charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many 
instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock 
the  goods.  Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and 
higher  prices  are  commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in 
bulk  quantities.  It  would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers 
to  expect  to  get  small  quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices 
here  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. :  August  7. 

7THIS  is  an  off-week  for  business,  and  consequently  there  is 
J-  very  little  of  interest  to  report,  except  the  fact  that  a 
drug-auction  has  been  held,  in  which  a  languid  interest  was 
shown.  Essential  oils  have  attracted  more  attention  than 
usual  this  week,  and  American  peppermint  continues  to 
advance.  There  has  been  a  revival  of  interest  in  oil  of  star- 
aniseed  and  cassia  oil,  a  large  quantity  being  offered 
"without  reserve"  at  the  auctions.  Menthol  has  again 
advanced  on  the  spot.  American  roots  arc  firmly  held,  higher 
prices  being  asked  for  serpentary,  senega,  and  golden  seal. 
Quinine  has  naturally  been  quiet,  but  price  in  second-hands  is 
a  trifle  firmer.  The  following  are  the  principal  changes  of 
the  week,  including  those  recorded  at  the  drug-auctions  : — 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Civet 

Golden  seal 
Menthol 
Oil,  aniseed, 
star 

Oil,  peppermint 
(American) 

Oil,  cassia 
Quinine  (sec. 

hands) 
Serpentary 

Balsam  tolu 
Benzoin 

(Palembang) 
Benzols 
Ipecacuanha 

(cult.  Rio) 

Benzoin 

(Sumatra) 
Calabar-beans 
Elemi 

Menthol  (c.i.f.) 

Arrivals. 

The  following  drugs,  chemicals,  &c,  have  arrived  at  the  principal 
ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  from  August  1  to  5  inclusive : — 
Acetone,  9  ;  aeid,  acetic  (@  Bremen),  34  ;  acid,  citric  (@  Bordeaux), 
8;  acid,  lactic  (@  Hamburg)  6,  (@  Rotterdam)  7;  acid,  tartaric 
(@  Rotterdam),  38;  acid,  tannic  (@  Hamburg),  12;  agar-agar  (@ 
Hamburg),  30;  arrowroot  (@  Halifax,  N.S.),  18;  "balsam"  (@ 
Hamburg),  10 ;  bleaching-powder  (@  Antwerp)  170,  (@  Hamburg) 
269;  calcium  carbide  (@  Gothenburg),  10  ;  camphor  (@  Hamburg), 
660  cs.  187  tubs ;  canary-seed  (@  Hamburg)  50,  (@  Morocco)  319  ; 
cardamoms,  33  half-chests  15  pkgs. ;  caraway-seed  (@  Flushing) 
33,  (@  Amsterdam)  10 ;  cassia  lignea,  50  cs. ;  castor  oil  (Belg.), 
107 ;  cinchona  (@  Colombo)  13,  (@  Amsterdam)  48 ;  coriander- 
seed  (@  Morocco),  10;  cream  of  tartar  (@  Rotterdam1,  29; 
cumin-seed  (@  Malta)  150,  (@  Morocco)  100 ;  dragon's-blood  (@ 
Singapore),  2;  essential  oils  (@  New  York),  18  cs.  ;  fennel-seed, 
50;  fenugreek-seed  (@  Morocco),  10;  gum  arabic  (@  Aden) 
28  cs.,  (@  Suez)  206  bdls. ;  gum  olibanum  (@  Aden),  15;  gum, 
unenumerated  (@  Persia),  92  cs.  10  bis. ;  honey  (@  Rotterdam)  13, 
(@  Dieppe)  57  pkgs.,  (@  Halifax,  N.S.)  10 ;  ipecacuanha  (@  Ham- 
burg), 7;  liquorice-paste  (@  Seville),  30  cs. ;  liquorice-root  (@ 
Persia),  1,506  and  2,074  in  tr. ;  olive  oil  (@  Malaga)  1,086  brls., 
(@  Leghorn)  100  cs. ;  opium  (@  Persia),  170  cs. ;  pimento,  200 ; 
phosphorus  (@  Brussels),  10  ;  pot.  bicarb.  (@  Rotterdam),  5 ;  pot. 
caustic  (@  Hamburg)  22,  (@  Sweden)  35;  pot.  chlor.  (@  Gothen- 
burg), 150;  pot.  cyanide  (@  Hamburg',  170;  pot.  pruss.  (@ 
Hamburg),  27;  potashes  (@  Montreal),  8;  sal  ammoniac,  20; 
sandalwood  (E.I.)  478  bis.;  sarsaparilla  (via  Hamburg),  84  bis.; 
scammony-root,  50 ;  shellac  1,053,  button  lac  403 ;  soda  chlorate 
(@  Sweden),  148  ;  soda-crystals  (@  Ghent),  860  ;  sugar  of  lead  ((a) 
Stettin)  45,  (@  Hamburg)  14;  tartar  (@  Marseilles)  14  cks.,  (@ 
Rotterdam)  44,  (©Amsterdam)  67,  (@  Bordeaux)  137  ;  turmeric 
(@  Calcutta)  300 ;  wax,  bees'  (@  Calcutta)  50,  (@  Sydney)  12,  (@ 
Rotterdam)  9,  (@  Marseilles)  63,  (@  Natal)  11 ;  (@  W.C.  Africa) 
52;  wax,  ceresin  (@  Rotterdam)  20,  (@  Stettin)  68. 

The  London  Docks. 

It  is  understood  that  an  influential  deputation  of  all  trading 
interests  connected  with  the  Port  of  London  will  approach  the 


Board  of  Trade  early  in  October,  urging  the  Government  to  give 
practical  effect  to  the  recommendations  of  the  Royal  Commission 
on  the  Port  of  London  by  the  early  introduction  of  a  public  Bill. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

The  main  feature  of  interest  in  the  heavy  chemical  market  is 
the  continued  steady  demand  on  home  account.  The  export  trade 
is  fairly  good,  too,  but  this  department  is  at  considerable  disad- 
vantage owing  to  the  heavy  duties  in  various  foreign  countries. 
Values  rule  steady  at  unchanged  rates. 

Brown  Acetate  op  Lime  keeps  in  quiet  demand  only,  and, 
although  prices  are  nominally  unchanged,  some  business  is 
passing  at  rather  lower  limit — 5?.  7s.  6(7.  to  5?.  12s.  6(7.  per  ton  is 
present  value. 

Benzols  show  little  prospect  of  improvement,  in  fact,  90-per- 
cent, have  again  declined  a  shade — 90-per-cent.,  7|f7.  per  gal. ; 
50-per-cent.,  7c7.  per  gal.  Aniline  oil  and  salt  steady,  at  un- 
changed rates  of  4£(7.  to  4^c7.  per  lb.,  respectively. 

Alumina  Products. — There  is  a  fairly  steady  demand  in  all 
products  in  this  branch.  With  various  consuming  trades  well 
employed,  both  new  orders  and  instructions  against  existing  "con- 
tracts are  good  and  regular.  Prices  are  well  maintained,  although 
by  no  means  high.  Crystal  alum,  loose  lump,  57.  to  57.  5s.  per  ton  ; 
lump,  in  tierces,  57.  5s.  to  57.  10s.  per  ton ;  ground,  in  bags, 
57.  12s.  6(7.  to  5/.  17s.  6(7.  per  ton,  with  customary  extras  for  various 
sized  casks.  Sulphate  of  alumina,  of  purest  quality,  white,  and 
practically  free  of  iron,  47.  7s.  6(7.  to  47.  15s.  per  ton,  in  usual  large 
casks,  with  ordinary  allowances  for  bags  or  loose  slabs.  Aluminous 
cake,  52s.  6(7.  to  60s.  per  ton.  Alumino-ferric,  55s.  to  65s.  per  ton, 
according  to  condition  and  package,  &c.  Hydrate  of  alumina, 
purest  quality  and  highest  strength,  A120;,  117.  15s.  to  12/.  5s.  per 
ton,  in  large  casks.  Hydrate  of  alumina,  special  pulp,  12s.  6(7.  to 
15s.  per  cwt. ;  special  pulp,  dried  lump,  37s.  6(7.  to  38s.  6(7.  per  cwt., 
in  usual  casks ;  ground,  38s.  to  39s.  per  cwt.  Aluminate  of  soda 
and  carbonate  of  alumina,  35s.  to  37s.  6(7.  per  cwt.,  according  to 
quantity,  package,  &c. 

Liverpool  Drug=market. 

Liverpool,  August  6. 

Castor  Oil. — The  position  of  good  seconds  Calcutta  is  prac- 
cally  unchanged,  at  2^(7.  to  2g(7.  per  lb.  The  holiday  influence  has 
been  felt  on  the  market  by  the  restriction  of  business.  First- 
pressure  French  is  still  procurable  at  2ff7.  to  2}|(7.,  and  second- 
pressure  2;f(7.  to  2}5(7.  per  lb. 

Honey. — One  hundred  barrels  of  Pile  3  Peruvian  are  reported 
as  having  been  sold  at  13s.  6(7.  per  cwt.  In  other  grades  no  move- 
ment of  importance  has  transpired. 

Kola. — A  few  packages  of  good  dry  have  been  sold  in  store  at 
lf(7.  per  lb.  For  12  barrels  of  fresh  at  auction  9(7.  per  lb.  was 
asked,  but  no  business  resulted. 

Canary-seed. — Further  sales  are  reported  at  42s.  per  quarter, 
and  now  the  stock  of  Turkish  is  practically  exhausted. 

Quillaia. — An  arrival  of  80  tons  has  taken  place,  but  importers 
are  very  firm  in  their  views  at  137.  per  ton. 

African  Ginger. — Although  the  volume  of  business  passing  is 
very  small,  value  remains  at  42s.  6(7.  to  45s.  per  cwt.  Cochin  is 
also  held  for  the  same  figures. 

Beeswax. — Chilian  is  still  held  for  prices  ranging  from  77. 12s.  6(7 . 
to  87.  5s.  per  cwt.,  according  to  quality.  For  58  packages  at 
auction  no  bid  was  forthcoming. 

Acacia  Sorts. — Although  there  is  no  quotable  change  in  the 
values  of  Soudan  sorts,  there  is  increased  firmness  in  the  attitude 
of  the  holders,  and  30s.  to  40s.  per  cwt.  represents  the  range  of 
prices  now  asked. 

Irish  Moss. — Common,  of  the  new  crop,  is  selling  at  87.  per  ton. 

Balsam  Copaiba  (Para). — At  auction  Is.  4Jc7.  was  bid  for  3  kegs, 
Is.  4(7.  for  5  kegs,  and  Is.  5^(7.  for  1  keg,  but  the  parcels  were  after- 
wards sold  at  prices  which  did  not  transpire. 

Arsenic — White  powdered  is  quoted  137.  to  137.  10s.  per  ton, 
net. 

Sulphate  of  Copper  is  quoted  187.  5s.  to  187.  10s.  per  ton. 
Potashes. — Steady,  at  24s.  3(7.  to  24s.  6(7.  per  cwt. ;  and  pearl- 
ashes,  41s.  per  cwt. 

German  Drug- market. 

Hamburg,  August  5. 

Business  in  general  is  still  quiet,  but  a  few  articles  show  a  little 
more  animation. 

Agar-Agar  is  firmly  held  at  300m.  per  100  kilos. 

Aniseed. — Russian  is  quiet  at  39m.  per  100  kilos. 

Balsam  Peru  is  quoted  23Am.  per  kilo. 

Condurango-bark  is  flat  at  80m.  to  78m.  per  100  kilos. 

Citric  Acid  is  firmer,  and  235m.  per  100  kilos,  is  now  asked. 

Coriander-seed. — Mogador  is  quoted  17m.  per  100  kilos. 

Caraway-seed  is  firmer ;  new  crop  for  August- September  delivery 
is  offered  at  42^m.  per  100  kilos. 

Ergot  of  Rye  shows  a  quiet  tendency  owing  to  large  offers  of 
the  new  from  Spain  and  Russia,  which  seem  to  indicate  good 
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crops ;  to-day's  quotations  for  spot  delivery  are  about  310m.  to 
300m.  per  100  kilos. 

Kola  is  a  firmer  market,  while  stocks  are  getting  small  here. 

Lycopodium  is  very  firm  and  scarce ;  spot  price  in  cases  is  460m. 
per  100  kilos. 

BIenthol  is  firm  for  spot  delivery,  but  forward  offers  lower. 
Sugar  of  Milk  is  quiet,  with  powder  at  80m.  to  78m.  per  100 
kilos. 

Spermaceti  is  somewhat  firmer,  being  quoted  220m.  per  103 
kilos. 

Wax. — Japanese  is  very  firm  and  only  little  offering  on  spot ; 
present  quotation  is  105m.  per  100  kilos.,  and  forward  delivery 
95m.  to  100m.  per  100  kilos. 

Oils  (Fixed). — Cod-liver  oil  is  firm,  with  non- congealing  oil 
quoted  135m.  per  barrel.  Castor  oil  is  very  quiet,  and  nothing 
doing.  Linseed  oil  is  fluctuating,  rape  quiet,  and  palm  kernel  very 
firm  and  scarce. 

Oils  (Essential). — Peppermint  oil  shows  a  very  strong  market ; 
stocks  here  are  only  small.  American  HGH  is  held  at  9f  m.  per 
lb.,  and  Japanese  ditto,  8;Jm.  to  9m.  per  kilo.  Star-anise  quiet,  at 
9Am.  per  kilo.,  and  cassia  neglected. 

Cablegrams. 

Hamburg,  August  7  : — Both  Spanish  and  Kussian  ergot  of 
rye  are  declining,  owing  to  favourable  offers  of  new  crop. 
Refined  camphor  is  dull  of  sale;  American  HGH  oil  of 
peppermint  is  very  firm,  and  dearer,  9|m.  per  lb.  having  been 
paid.  Senega  has  been  excited,  and  prices  have  advanced 
to  600m.  per  100  kilos. 

Smyrna,  August  7  : — The  operations  of  native  speculators 
have  caused  an  advance  of  4rf.  per  lb.  in  opium.  This  advance, 
however,  cannot  be  expected  to  last,  and  a  reaction  must  soon 
follow.  The  sales  for  the  week  ending  Wednesday  amount 
to  40  cases,  at  the  equivalent  of  from  6s.  9d.  to  7s.  47/.  per  lb., 
f.o.b.,  Smyrna. 


Camphor. — Crude  Japanese  continues  scarce  at  from  150  s. 
to  157s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.  Crude  Formosan  is  unchanged  at 
147s.  6d.,  and  pressed  165s.,  c.i.f. 

Chamomiles. — Continuous  rains  in  Belgium  during  the 
past  week  have,  it  is  said,  considerably  affected  the  colour 
of  the  first  crop,  and  the  advices  are  to  stop  selling  at 
present  prices.  Business  has  been  done  at  about  55s.  per 
cwt.,  c.i.f.,  but  these  low  offers  have  now  been  withdrawn. 

Cinchona. — The  If.  V.  JVederlandsehe  Veem,  of  Amsterdam, 
reports  the  shipments  from  Java  to  Europe  during  July  as 
under : — 

Amst.  lbs.  Amst.  lbs. 

...    1,140,000     1897    900,000 

...    1,240,000      1896    1,074,000 

629,000      1895    548,000 

940,000     1894    958,000 

...    1,172,000     1893    680,000 


1902  ... 
1901  ... 
1900  ... 
1899  ... 
1898  ... 


Total  Shipments  Jan.-Jidy. 
Amst.  lbs. 


Amst.  lbs. 
4,234,000 
5,050,000 
4,316,700 
4,701,000 
4,740,000 


1902    6,539,000  1897  ... 

1901    6,457,000  1896  ... 

1900    4,747,000  1895  ... 

1899    6,030,800  1894  ... 

1898    6,089,000  1893... 

Civet. — The  lowest  price  is  now  6s.  6d.  per  oz.,  there 
having  been  a  good  demand  recently  for  genuine  quality. 

Cocoa-butter.— The  result  of  the  auction  held  at  Amster- 
dam on  August  5,  was  as  follows : — 40  tons  Van  Houten's 
sold  at  74c.  to  76fc.  (average  price  74-85c.),  against  74'25c. 
at  the  previous  auction ;  3|  tons  Helm  brand  sold  at  71£c. 
to  71|c. ;  3|  tons  de  Jong  at  71c. ;  and  7§  tons  Mignon  at 
70c.  to  70|c.  per  half-kilo. 

Elemi.— Fair  white  Manila  gum  is  obtainable  at  60s.  per 
cwt. 

Ergot. — Russian  of  good  quality  is  quoted  Is.  b^d.  per  lb. 
delivered. 

Golden  Seal  is  clearer,  the  spot  price  being  2s.  3d.  per 
lb.  net,  and  to  arrive  2s.  3d.,  c.i.f.,  is  asked. 

Menthol. — The  asking  price  for  Kobayashi  brand  is  now 
17s.  spot,  business  having  been  done  at  16s.  Other  brands 
are  obtainable  at  15s.  6d.  spot,  and  sales  are  reported  at  that 
price.  In  auction  2  cases  of  Kobayashi  crystals  were 
limited  at  17s.  per  lb.    To  arrive  lower  prices  are  asked. 


Oil,  Anise,  Star. — Some  holders  are  asking  4s.  2d.  to 
4s.  3d.  per  lb.,  spot,  but  in  other  quarters  it  may  be  possible 
to  buy  at  4s. 

Oil,  Citronella. — Quotations  for  ordinary  commercial 
Ceylon  oil  are  from  9\d.  to  lO^cZ.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — The  Bergen  cod-liver-oil  market  is  un- 
altered, with  a  weak  tendency  at  135s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b. 
Bergen,  for  finest  new  non-congealing  oil.  The  exports  from 
Bergen  to  date  amount  to  5,426|  barrels,  against  6,223  barrels 
at  the  same  time  last  year.  In  the  drug-auction  95  ban-els 
of  non-congealing  medicinal  Norwegian  oil,  just  arrived, 
were  sold  without  reserve  at  from  95s.  to  102s.  Qd.  per  barrel, 
subject  to  the  sample  on  show  being  equal  to  the  bulk. 

Oil,  Olive. — The  exports  from  Bari  during  1901  amounted 
to  17,295  tons  (798,140/.),  against  12  917  tons  (674,770/.)  in 
1900. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — American  HGH  has  again  advanced, 
sales  having  been  made  from  second  hands  at  from  10s.  to, 
and  even  it  is  said,  10s.  6i.  per  lb.,  London  terms,  which 
prices  are  becoming  more  on  a  level  with  the  importers' 
quotation  of  10s.  6d.,  c.i.f.  Good  Wayne  County  oil  has  been 
sold  at  from  8s.  6i.  to  8s.  9d.  per  lb.,  London  terms,  and  for 
Japanese  dementholised  4s.  3d.,  spot,  has  been  paid.  English 
peppermint  is  expected  to  be  considerably  higher  this  season, 
probably  about  28s.  per  lb.  net.  In  auction  10  cases  of  Japanese 
dementholised  oil,  Kobayashi  brand,  sold  "without  reserve  " 
at  3s.  lid.  to  4s.  For  another  lot,  not  without  reserve, 
4s.  2d.  was  refused.  A  less-esteemed  brand  was  limited  at 
4s.  l\d.  Of  American  oil,  manufactured  by  Zanny  &  Co., 
Lyons,  Wayne  County,  4  cases  were  shown  and  sold  at  from 
7s.  Qd.  to  7s.  6d.  "  without  reserve." 

Olibanum. — Good  pale  drop  has  been  sold  in  quantity  at 
from  43s.  to  45s.,  and  middling  31s.  per  cwt. 

Opium. — Smyrna,  July  28. — The  market  here  has  advanced, 
owing  to  buying  by  interior  speculators.  The  sales  amount  to 
25  cases  various  new  Talequale  at  from  6s.  6i.  to  6s.  3d.  per  lb., 
c.i.f.,  and  40  cases  of  old  at  from  7s.  to  7s.  2d.  per  lb.  Four- 
teen cases  of  the  above  were  for  native  speculators,  and  the 
remainder  for  England,  America,  and  the  Continent.  The 
arrivals  in  Smyrna  to  date  amount  to  1,695  cases,  against 
801  at  the  same  period  last  year. 

Constantinople,  July  2. — Notwithstanding  the  firm  tone 
in  Smyrna,  where  petty  speculators  are  buying  ordinary 
Adette  at  6s.  4<Z.  to  6s.  5d.  per  lb.,  this  market  keeps  quiet, 
both  holders  and  buyers  being  more  reserved  than  otherwise. 
In  view  of  the  large  crop  and  consequent  weight  on  this 
side,  a  decline  to  perhaps  5s.  9d.  appears  inevitable,  unless 
U.S.  buyers  operate  on  a  large  scale  shortly.  The  week's 
sales  amount  to  10  cases  Balukessar's  at  6s.  6rl.,  and  15  cases 
druggists'  at  6s.  3d.  per  lb.,  f.o.b. 

Potash  Cyanide. — Deliveries  are  going  off  fairly  well 
against  old  contracts,  but  as  yet  no  improvement  has  taken 
place  in  values,  as  was  expected  at  the  close  of  the  South 
African  war. 

Quinine  rather  firmer  in  second  hands,  but  little  doing  in 
the  absence  of  sellers.  For  December  delivery  a  small  busi- 
ness has  been  done  at  lid.  per  oz.,  and  to-day  there  are  spot 
buyers  at  10^d. 

Saffron. — The  tendency  of  the  market  is  still  towards 
higher  rates,  in  consequence  of  the  light  stocks  in  Spain, 
which  are  mostly  in  firm  hands.  Finest  B.P.  quality  is 
quoted  at  from  24s.  to  24s.  6d.  per  lb.,  net. 

Seeds. — Russian  Anise  in  slow  demand,  the  quotation  is 
19s.  to  19s.  6d.  per  cwt.  Dutch  Caraways  quiet  at  22s. 
per  cwt.  Canary  firm  at  39s.  per  quarter  for  Turkish. 
Coriander  is  selling  in  small  lots  at  9s.  6d.  per  cwt.  for 
Morocco.  Cumin  is  in  good  supply,  but  the  demand  is  quiet, 
some  retail  sales  have  been  made  at  19s.  per  cwt.  Fenugreek 
neglected,  the  quotation  is  7s.  per  cwt.  Linseed  slow  at  55?. 
per  quarter  for  bold  clean. 

Senega  is  quoted  at  from  2s.  5d.  to  2s.  6d.  per  lb.,  net,  and 
several  sales  are  reported  at  the  lower  figure,  but  holders 
now  want  Id.  more.  A  Minneapolis  senega  dealer,  in  a 
circular  letter  sent  to  exporters  and  American  manufacturers, 
dated  July  17,  quotes  senega  in  compressed  bales,  freight 
paid,  draft  against  bill  of  lading  at  45c.  per  lb.  for  2,000  lbs. 
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Minnesota  root,  and  43c.  for  500  lbs.  Manitoba,  for  acceptance 
by  wire  and  subject  to  being  unsold. 

Serpentary  of  the  new  crop  is  quoted  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  8d. 
per  lb.,  c.i.f. 

Spices. — There  were  no  public  sales  last  Wednesday,  and 
business  privately  has  been  rather  quiet.  Black  Pepper  is 
in  fair  request  at  steady  prices,  Singapore  b\}d.  per  lb.  on 
the  spot,  and  5§cZ.  for  January-March  shipment.  Singapore 
white  is  quoted  9%d.,  and  Penang  8|rf.  per  lb.  on  the  spot. 
Zanzibar  Cloves  slow  at  3\id.,  and  at  3\d.  per  lb.  for  future 
delivery.  Ginger  steady  at  42s.  per  cwt.  for  washed  rough 
Cochin,  and  at  33s.  for  Japan. 

Wax,  Japanese. — Good  squares  have  been  sold  on  the 
spot  at  52s.  6d.  per  cwt.  For  September-No  vember  shipment 
50s.,  c.i.f.,  is  now  quoted. 


London  Drug= auctions. 

Rather  more  business  was  done  in  auction  to-day  than  had  been 
expected,  but  there  were  few  alterations  in  value.  Sumatra 
benzoin  sold  at  rather  lower  prices,  while  Palembang  gum  was 
also  easier.  Cascarilla  is  very  scarce,  and  held  at  high  prices. 
Cardamoms  showed  no  material  change,  and  cascara  sagrada  was 
a  shade  easier.  Cubebs  and  croton-seed  were  neglected.  Cannabis 
indica  brought  unchanged  rates ;  dragon's-blood,  ergot,  and  elemi 
were  quiet ;  gamboge  in  fair  demand ;  Jamaica  honey  unaltered, 
but  only  partly  sold.  Ipecacuanha  was  totally  neglected,  but 
holders  showed  no  disposition  to  ease  prices  in  the  public  sale. 
Cassia  oil  sold,  on  underwriters'  account,  at  very  fair  prices  and 
with  competition.  A  parcel  of  new  Norwegian  cod-liver  oil  was 
slaughtered  rather  cheaply.  Rhubarb  was  very  quiet  and  un- 
changed. All  kinds  of  beeswax  were  firmly  held,  but  little  was 
sold.  The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of  goods  offered  and 
sold  : — 


Offered  Sold 

Ajowan-seed    25  ...  0 

Albumen    11  ...  1 

Aloes — 

Curacao  (boxes)  155  ...  150 

Soco trine    109  ...  1 

Ammoniacum    5  ...  0 

Annatto-seed    26  ...  0 

Areca   49  ...  49 

Argol(Cape)   7  ...  0 

Asafetida    2  ...  2 

Balsam  copaiba  ...  14  ...  0 

Peru    5  ...  0 

Tolu    25  ...  15 

Benzoin — 

Palembang    60  ...  50 

Sumatra   166  ...  38 

Bird-lime  (Jap.)  ...  1  ...  0 

Buchu    9  ...  0 

Calabar  beans   10  ...  10 

Camphor  — 

Jap.  ref   41  ...  41 

Jap.  crude    11  ...  0 

Canella  alba   28  ...  0 

Cannabis  indica  ...  20  ...  5 

Cardamoms    74  ...  28 

Cascara  sagrada  ...  25  ...  20 

Cascarilla   46  ...  0 

Chiretta   10  ...  0 

Cocculus  indicus  ...  90  ...  0 

Coca-leaves  (Ceylon)  16  ...  16 

Colocynth   2  ...  0 

Croton-seed    47  ...  0 

Cubebs    49  ...  0 

Cumin-seed    10  ...  0 

Cuttle-fishbone  ...  19  ...  0 

Dill-seed    25  ...  0 

Dragon's-blood   7  ...  1 

Elemi   10  ...  0 

Ergot   7  ...  0 

Euphorbium   2  ...  0 

Fennel-seed   25  ...  0 

Gamboge    9  ...  4 

Guaiacum   2  ...  2 

Gum  acacia    41  ...  0 

Honey- 
Calif  ornian    60  ...  0 

Jamaica   303  ...  77 

Ipecacuanha- 
Cartagena   18  ...  0 

East  Indian    10  ...  0 


Offered 

Ipecacuanha — ■ 

Rio   74  .. 

Kamala   5  .. 

Kino    8  .. 

Kola    7  .. 

Lime-juice   26  .. 

Liquorice-root    15  .. 

Menthol    3  .. 

Musk  (pod)    7  .. 

Myrrh    27  .. 

Nux  vomica    190  .. 

Oil- 
aniseed  star    10  .. 

camphor  (white)  50  .. 

cassia   84  .. 

castor  (E.I.)    30  .. 

cinnamon    4  .. 

cod-liver    95  .. 

eucalyptus    10  .. 

lemongrass    17  .. 

lime  (W.I.)    8  .. 

olive  (Ital.)    10  .. 

peppermint    37  . 

rose  (E.I.)   15  .. 

wood  (Chin.)   1  .. 

Orange-peel    19  .. 

Patchouli   9  .. 

Pistachio    8  .. 

Quassia-chips    52  .. 

Rhubarb    86  .. 

Saffron    3  .. 

Sandalwood    27  .. 

Sarsaparilla — 

grey  Jamaica   ...  46  .. 

Honduras    4  .. 

Senna — 

Alexandrian   76  .. 

Tinnevelly   186  .. 

Soy    64  .. 

Tamarinds  (E.I.)...  15  .. 

(W.I.)    43  .. 

Turmeric    112  .. 

Wax  (bees') — 

East  Indian    66  .. 

Italian    5  .. 

Jamaica    15 

Madagascar    34  .. 

Mozambique 

(rolls)   25  .. 

Zanzibar    297  .. 


Sold 

0 
0 
0 
2 
0 
0 
0 
0 
15* 


0 
50 
69 
0 
0 
95 
0 
0 
0 
10 
14 
0 
0 
6 
0 
0 
0 
5 
0 
0 

11 

0 

11 

173 
0 
0 
0 

0 

3 
0 
7 
0 

0 
0 


Albumen. — One  case  of  Chinese  sold  at  Is.  Id.  per  lb. 

Aloes. — Interest  was  centred  in  155  boxes  of  Curacoa 
aloes,  only  5  of  which  were  good  livery  quality,  and  25s.  was 
wanted  for  them.  Bright  capey  (59  boxes)  sold  at  21s.  6d. 
subject;  and  the  remainder,  consisting  of  dull  liver,  sold  at 
14s.  to  14s.  6d.,  and  drossy  and  cokey  at  13s.  6d.  Good  stiff 
pasty  Socotrine  in  kegs  was  held  at  72s.  6:1.  per  cwt. 

Areca. — A  parcel  of  very  much  broken  and  unpeeled  seed 
sold  "  without  reserve  "  at  from  4s.  to  7s.  per  cwt. 

Asafetida. — Two  cases  of  nice  clean  pale  tear,  partly 
blocky,  sold  cheaply  at  68s.  per  cwt. 

Balsam  Tolu  was  in  fair  demand  at  rather  easier  prices, 
Is.  per  lb.  being  paid  for  11  cases  of  fair  quality,  and  10-Jr/. 
to  lid.  for  slightly  drossy  in  large  tins. 

Benzoin. — The  first  sales  of  Sumatra  were  made  at  a 
reduction  of  about  11.  per  cwt.  on  the  valuations,  10  cases 
of  fair  seconds,  fairly  well  packed  with  small  to  medium 
almonds  selling  at  6/.  5s.  rjer  cwt.,  and  middling  seconds  at 
61.  Good  fair  seconds  brought  6/.  10s.  to  61.  17s.  6d. 
per  cwt.  Of  Palembang  gum  60  cases  were  catalogued,  50 
of  which  comprised  good  glassy  quality.  Two  cases  of  this 
parcel  were  shown  at  the  broker's  sample-room  instead  of  a  t 
Crutched  Friars  warehouse  as  usual,  the  idea  being  to  obviate 
the  excessive  charges  for  placing  the  goods  "  on  show,'' 
which  in  this  instance  would  have  amounted  to  at  least  5s., 
and  practically  adding  2s.  6d.  per  cent,  to  the  selling-price. 
When  it  is  considered  that  the  bulk  of  the  Palembang  gum 
has  of  late  been  shipped  to  Continental  ports  to  avoid  the 
notorious  London  charges,  it  is  only  natural  that  means  will 
be  found  to  circumvent  them  wherever  practicable.  36s.  6d. 
per  cwt.  was  paid  for  the  parcel  in  question  or  about  Is. 
under  the  valuation.    No  Siam  was  offered. 

Buchu-leaves.  —  Neglected.  Ordinary  round  rather 
yellowish  leaf  was  limited  to  lid.  per  lb. 

Calabar  Beans. — A  parcel  of  10  packages  of  fair  quality 
sold  cheaply  at  Is.  per  lb.  Privately  the  asking  price  is 
Is.  6:1. 

Camphor. — Japanese  refined  sold  "  without  reserve  "'  at 
from  Is.  IQd.  to  Is.  lleZ.  per  lb.  for  1-oz.  tablets  in  1-lb.  boxes. 
From  another  catalogue  9  cases  of  ditto  in  |-oz.  tablets  of 
the  same  brand  brought  Is.  lid. 

Cannabis  Indica. — For  rather  stalky  tops  2s.  9.Z.  per  lb. 
was  paid. 

Cardamoms. — A  small  quantity  only  was  offered,  and 
prices  of  Ceylon-Mysores  showed  no  material  change  com- 
pared with  the  last  public  sale.  The  following  rates  were 
obtained : — Ceylon-Mysores :  Extra  bold  pale  long,  2s.  8d. ; 
medium  and  bold  pale,  2s.  to  2s.  2i. ;  bold  medium  pale, 
Is.  Id.  to  Is.  8d.  ;  small  and  medium  pale,  Is.  2d.  to  Is.  3d. ; 
good  splits,  Is.  5d. ;  small  splits.  Is.  2d.  ;  good  dark  seed, 
Is.  Id. 

Cascara  Sagrada,  of  1899  crop,  sold  at  24s.  per  cwt.  for 
bright,  rather  thick  quill,  which  is  about  Is.  lower  than  the 
price  asked  privately. 

Cascarilla  is  very  scarce,  and  although  quality  offered 
to-day  was  only  medium,  very  high  prices  were  wanted  for 
it — viz.,  65s.  for  fair  leanish  quill  with  much  small ; 
small  brownish  shavings  with  little  quill  were  held  at  45s., 
and  sittings  at  35s.  per  cwt. 

Coca-leaves. — Ceylon  was  the  only  description  offered- 
Fair  greenish  and  brownish  leaf  sold  at  9d.  per  lb.,  and 
brownish  ditto  6d.  to  Id.    Country-damaged  brought  3hd. 

Cocculus  Indicus. — Fair  quality  was  limited  at  from 
8s.  6d.  to  9s.  per  cwt.,  according  to  quality. 

Cubebs. — Fair  but  very  stalky  berries,  country-damaged, 
were  held  at  30s.  per  cwt. 

Dragon's-blood.  Unchanged.  Very  seedy  and  dampish 
lump  of  dull  colour  sold  at  81.  12s.  6cl.  per  cwt. 

Gamboge. — For  2  cases  of  good,  slightly  blocky  Siam 
pipe,  of  bright  orange  fracture,  12/.  was  refused,  14/.  being 
wanted.  A  case  of  good  pickings  sold  at  11/.  2s.  6i.,  and 
ditto,  but  very  small  and  broken,  10/.  5s.  For  2  cases  very 
bright  but  run  block  11/.  was  paid. 

Guaiacum. — Fair  glassy  block  brought  Is.  6d.  per  lb. 
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Honey. — Jamaica  was  slow  of  sale,  and  prices  showed  no 
material  change.  Palish,  partly  set,  in  barrels,  sold  at  16s.  to 
17s. ;  pale  to  dark  yellow,  liquid  and  set  in  barrels,  16s.  6i. 
to  17s.  Palish  amber  liquid,  in  casks  and  kegs,  brought  17s.; 
and  whitish  to  brown,  set  in  casks,  sold  at  16s.  to  14s.  6i. 
per  cwt. 

Ipecacuanha. — There  was  absolutely  no  demand  what- 
ever in  the  sale  to-day,  not  a  package  of  either  descrip- 
tion changing  hands,  and  one  wonders  how  much  longer  the 
market  can  be  sustained  at  these  inflated  prices.  Kio  root 
was  held  at  from  9.?.  3d.  to  9s.  6i.  psr  lb.,  according  to  qua- 
lity, and  "cultivated"  ditto,  at  9s.  to  9..'.  3d.  For  a  few 
bales  of  cultivated  root  it  is  said  8s.  10^d.  has  been  accepted 
privately,  and  probably  8s.  9d.  would  be  accepted  for 
a  string.  Cartagena  remains  at  4s.  per  lb.  nominally.  No 
attention  whatever  was  paid  to  the  ipecac,  from  the  Straits 
Settlements,  to  which  reference  is  made  in  an  editorial 
article,  and  the  parcel  was  taken  out  at  9s.  6d.  per  lb. 

According  to  the  German  Consul  at  Cartagena  the  exports  from 
that  port  last  year  were  35,645  kilos. 

Kamala. — Fair  quality  was  limited  at  bd.  per  lb.,  at  which 
figure  business  has  been  done  recently. 

Kola. — For  dark  hard  green  West  Indian  \\d.  per  lb. 
was  paid. 

Myrrh.  —  Good  pale  picked  gum  was  limited  from 
51.  10s.  to  6/.  per  cwt.  Fifteen  cases  small  to  bold  Aden 
sorts,  rather  dark,  had  been  sold  privately. 

Nux  Vomica. — Good  medium  to  bold  bright  seed  from 
Bombay  was  limited  at  9s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  and  a  few  bags  of 
small  and  dark  from  Coconada  sold  at  6s.  6d. 

Oil,  Camphor. — Fifty  cases  of  white  brought  25s.  per 
cwt.,  without  reserve. 

Oil,  Cassia. — In  auction  69  cases,  ex  sunken  barge 
Ironsides ,  were  sold  for  account  of  whom  it  may  concern, 
with  all  faults,  on  China  analysis  of  78  per  cent,  cinnamic 
aldehyde,  and  at  net  shipping-weights,  no  allowance  being 
made  for  draft  or  discount.  Nineteen  cases  comprised 
75  per  cent,  to  80  per  cent,  oil,  and  they  realised  Is.  lOd.  to 
Is.  lid.  per  lb. ;  20  cases  (82J  per  cent,  c.a.)  sold  at  2s.  2i. 
(one  lot  2s.  3d.) ;  20  cases  (71  per  cent,  c.a.),  Is.  9d.  to 
Is.  lid. ;  and  10  cases  (72  per  cent,  c.a.)  at  Is.  lOd.  per  lb. 
Privately  business  has  been  done  on  the  spot,  in  quantity,  at 
2s.  3d.  for  75  per  cent,  to  80  per  cent,  c.a.,  and  the  market 
has  evidently  a  firmer  tendency. 

Oil,  Eucalyptus. — For  "  Magnet "  brand  containing  65 
to  67  per  cent,  cineol  Is.  2d.  was  wanted. 

Oil,  Olive. — Ten  casks  of  Italian  (sp.  gr.  0  916)  sold  at 
from  2s.  Qd.  to  3s.  per  gal. 

Orange-peel. — For  fair  bright  Maltese  and  Tripoli  strip 
3d.  to  3\d.  per  lb.  was  paid,  and  2>\d.  for  false  packed. 

Khubarb. — Very  slow  of  sale.  Only  2  cases  changed 
hands,  at  Is.  3d.  per  lb.  for  small  to  medium  round  Canton, 
with  three-quarters  pinky  fracture.  Small  to  medium  Canton 
trimming  root,  with  good  pinky  fracture,  part  small,  was 
held  at  Is.  10d.  For  a  few  cases  of  flat  High-dried,  small  to 
bold,  with  three-quarters  pinky  fracture,  a  bid  of  3\d.  per  lb. 
is  to  be  submitted.  Two  other  packages  sold  "without 
reserve." 

Sarsaparilla. — Grey  Jamaica  was  practically  the  only 
kind  offered,  the  sound  of  which  sold  at  Is.  3d.  per  lb.,  and 
slightly  country-damaged  at  Is.  Id. 

■  Senna. — Tinnevelly  of  the  new  crop  was  offered  to-day, 
but  not  in  quantity,  and  the  quality  was  mostly  poor.  A 
couple  of  bales  medium  to  bold  greenish  leaf  brought  6$d., 
and  5  bales  fair  bold  greenish,  k\d.  to  4fd.  Small  and 
medium  greenish  sold  at  l\d.  to  Id. ;  ordinary  yellowish  and 
specky,  Id.  to  l\d.  Tinnevelly  pods,  fair  to  good,  realised 
Id.  to  l\d.  for  sound.  Alexandrian  pale  pods  were  limited 
at  l\d. ;  fair  whole  leaf,  5\d. ;  broken  leaf,  4^. ;  and 
siftings  (11  bales)  sold  at  lfrZ.  per  lb. 

Wax,  Bees'. — Jamaica  sold  steadily,  but  other  descrip- 
tions are  very  slow  of  sale.  Good  bright  red  and  brown 
mixed  sold  at  from  11.  17s.  6d.  to  8/.  per  cwt.  Zanzibar  sold 
at  from  6/.  10s.  to  61.  12s.  Qd.  ;  for  good  palish  block  11.  was 
asked,  and  fair  slightly  drossy  6/.  15s.  Bombay  brought 
61.  2s.  6d.,  subject.  Madagascar,  good  block,  was  held  at 
61.  15s. 


Bulaanan  Qtto*oU1Xtose. 


Kczanlik,  July  30. 

THE  Bulgarian  rose-market  has  been  specially  active  during 
the  last  two  weeks.  As  the  crop  has  been  rapidly  bought 
up,  and  both  sellers  and  buyers  have  realised  the  actual 
shortness  of  the  present  crop,  the  market  has  naturally 
assumed  a  firmer  tone,  and  the  opening  prices  have  been 
steadily  going  up.  Choice  lots  now  command  prices  from 
18s.  to  20s.  per  Turkish  oz.,  and  most  of  the  well-to-do 
farmers  are  not  likely  to  part  with  their  produce  even  at 
these  prices.  That  is  natural  enough,  as,  on  account  of  the 
double  quantity  of  rose-flowers  used  this  year  in  distilling 
the  new  crop,  their  otto  actually  costs  them  a  great  deal 
more.  Over  two-thirds  of  the  entire  crop  has  already  been 
bought  up  by  the  leading  exporting  houses,  and  as  the 
remaining  third  is  almost  exclusively  held  by  growers  in 
villages  where  the  crop  was  shortest,  there  is  no  likelihood 
of  its  being  sold  soon  or  at  the  present  prices. 

The  new  otto-of-rose  steam-factory,  about  which  you  wrote 
in  one  of  your  recent  issues,  has  proved  an  absolute  failure, 
and  nearly  all  the  capital  invested  in  it  (amounting  from 
3.000/.  to  5,000/.)  is  now  a  dead  loss.  It  was  erected  early 
this  year  in  the  outskirts  of  Karlova  by  a  certain  still  and 
boiler  manufacturer  of  Grasse,  A.M.,  named  Mr.  Chier,  in 
co  partnership  with  native  Bulgarians.  The  Frenchman  was 
to  furnish  the  steam  stills  and  the  skill,  while  the  native 
partners  were  to  provide  the  rose-flowers.  Now  that  the  whole 
affair  has  turned  out  an  utter  failure,  the  Frenchman  (Mr. 
Chier)  ascribes  his  failure  and  ruin  to  his  Bulgarian  associates 
for  having  contracted  for  the  rose-flowers  used  by  the  factory 
at  ruinously  high  prices,  while  his  Bulgarian  associates  hold 
Mr.  Chier  alone  responsible  for  the  losses  they  have  suffered. 
Paradoxical  as  it  may  appear,  both  claims  and  assertions  are 
true.  The  Bulgarian  partners,  believing  that  by  Mr.  Chier's 
new  process  they  would  be  able  to  distil  1  Turkish  oz.  from  at 
least  100  lbs.  of  rose-flowers  (or  nearly  twice  less  that  used 
by  the  primitive  native  stills),  most  hurriedly  and  unwisely 
bought  rose-flowers  right  and  left  at  prices  much  above  usual 
market  rates,  which,  of  course,  was  very  injudicious  on  their 
part. 

On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Chier's  four  newest  and  latest 
modern  stills  when  put  to  the  task  of  distilling  the 
1,000,000  lbs.  of  rose-flowers  that  were  purchased  by  the 
Bulgarian  partners,  were  not  able  to  distil  even  one-third  of 
the  quantity,  and  a  great  deal  of  the  flowers  had  to  lie  for  days 
in  big  heaps  and  finally  thrown  away  as  rotten  and  worthless. 
Neither  their  distilling  capacities  were  what  it  was  at  first 
claimed  for  them,  nor  did  their  distilling  qualities  prove  any 
superior  to  the  simple  native  still.  Indeed,  they  had  to  use 
as  many  as  600  to  700  lbs.  of  rose-flowers  to  make  1  oz.  of 
otto,  which  was  more  than  double  the  quantity  used  this 
year  by  the  native  stills.  While  at  first  it  was  expected  that 
the  new  factory  would  distil  from  5,000  to  10,000  oz.  otto  at 
a  cost  price  from  12s.  to  15s.  per  oz.,  it  actually  distilled  only 
about  750  T.  oz.  otto,  and  at  a  cost  price  variously  estimated 
from  40s.  to  60s.  per  T.  oz. 

The  sufferers  from  this  new  venture  include  the  farmers 
who  supplied  the  flowers  and  have  not  yet  been  paid  for 
them.  Some  three  weeks  ago  there  was  a  most  unpleasant 
scene  at  the  factory.  The  farmers  from  all  the  neighbouring 
villages  had  come  en  masse  to  demand  their  money,  and  as  no 
money  was  forthcoming,  the  peasants  became  so  threatening 
that  the  police  had  to  interfere,  and  it  is  said  that  both 
factory  and  otto  found  in  it  are  now  held  by  the  Government 
as  a  security  for  the  money  due. 

This  is  the  second  attempt  to  introduce  steam  distillation 
in  the  Bulgarian  rose  industry,  and  it  has  proved  as  big  a 
failure  as  the  first.  The  fact  is,  no  steam-distillation  and  no 
modern  complicated  and  expensive  innovation,  even  on  the 
most  scientific  basis,  can  possibly  compete  with  the  native 
peasant  distiller.  So  long  as  each  rose-farmer  is  also  a 
distiller,  and  so  long  as  he  does  not  pay  anything  for  his 
flowers,  or  his  wood,  or  his  labour,  so  long  will  he  be  in  a 
position  to  sell  his  otto  at  much  below  the  price  of  the 
large  distiller,  who  has  to  pay  for  all  he  uses  in  his  distillation. 
Thus  the  otto  distilled  by  the  new  factory  costs  its  owners 
at  least  40s.  per  oz.,  against  the  otto  distilled  by  the  big 
native  distillers  costing  this  year  from  22s.  to  25s.  per  T.  oz. 
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Mr.  Cambridge,  who  for  over  twenty  years  has  been 
managing  the  Ashburton  Drug  Company,  N.Z.,  has  gone  to 
England  on  a  health  tour  for  six  months. 

At  the  Election  of  councillors  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  South  Australia  two  new  members  were  introduced 
— Mr.  A.  B.  Cowling  and  Mr.  G.  S.  Cooper. 

Mr.  T.  H.  Williams  has  resigned  the  secretaryship  of  the 
Canterbury  Pharmaceutical  Association  owing  to  ill  health. 
He  thanks  his  colleagues  for  their  kindness  to  him  in  a  letter 
to  the  C.B.A. 

Egg-preserving. — The  box  of  eggs  preserved  by  the  Ellis 
secret  process,  and  sealed  in  Wellington,  N.Z.,  has  been 
opened  in  London,  and  the  eggs,  twenty  months  old,  pro- 
nounced indistinguishable  from  fresh-laid  ones. 

Mr.  George  Sutherland  has  retired  from  the  examiner- 
ship  for  the  Preliminary  he  held  for  some  years  from  the 
Pharmacy  Board  of  South  Australia,  and  his  place  is  to  be 
filled  by  the  Rev.  F.  Slaney  Poole,  M.A.  Mr.  Poole  conducts 
a  boys'  preparatory  school,  for  St.  Peter's  Collegiate  School, 
at  Adelaide. 

Anticutting. — The  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  New  South  Wales  are  to  take  into  consideration  the 
calling  of  a  meeting  of  pharmacists  to  work  up  an  anti- 
cutting  scheme.  The  idea  is  to  interview  the  agents  in 
Sydney  for  various  proprietary  articles,  and  find  out  if  a 
basis  of  retail  prices  could  be  arranged. 

Window-display. — Mr.  G.  W.  Wilton,  chemist,  3  Cuba 
Street,  Wellington,  has  a  window  full  of  boxes  of  matches 
arranged  in  heaps,  with  a  model  electric  tramway  running 
through  the  tunnels,  with  the  following  inscription :  "  Only 
an  advertisement  1  15,000  boxes  of  matches  will  be  given 
away  during  Coronation  week  for  the  purpose  of  advertising 
Wilton's  Old  English  Linctus,  price  1*.  6d.,  so  that  the 
people  need  not  cough  during  the  Coronation  ceremonies." 

That  Formulary. — The  Secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Australasia  has  replied  to  the  N.S.W.  Society  in 
explanation  of  the  difference  in  cost  of  printing  the 
"Australian  Formulary"  in  N.S.  Wales  and  Victoria,  that 
although  the  work  done  in  connection  with  the  book  was 
honorary,  the  material  used  ran  into  a  good  deal  of  money, 
as  it  was  found  useless  to  make  up  the  preparations  in  very 
small  quantities.  The  formulas  have,  moreover,  been  set  up 
three  times,  and  many  proofs  had  to  be  sent  out.  The 
N.S.W.  Society  has  ordered  500  copies,  as  it  was  considered 
the  Society  is  under  an  obligation  to  bear  a  proportion  of 
the  expenses. 

Extensions. — New  laboratories  have  been  erected  by 
Messrs.  Elliott  Brothers  (Limited)  at  Balmain,  Sydney,  and 
were  opened  by  a  reception  on  May  27.  Dr.  J.  F.  Elliott  is 
the  managing  director  in  charge  of  the  chemical-works  and 
laboratories,  Mr.  Victor  Elliott  being  manager  of  the 
chemical-works,  and  Mr.  Fred  Wright  having  scientific 
charge  of  the  pharmaceutical  laboratory.  Other  branches  of 
the  business  conducted  in  the  new  building  are  the  manu- 
facture and  bottling  of  perfumes  and  putting  up  own-name 
specialities.  A  sulphuric-acid  plant  to  turn  out  4,000  tons 
of  acid  a  year  is  being  laid  down,  and  is  to  be  working  in 
five  months'  time.  The  manufacture  of  anhydrous  ammonia 
is  also  carried  on  on  a  large  scale. 

An  Unregistered  Chemist. — On  June  6,  at  Mansfield, 
Victoria,  Joseph  Walker  was  charged  with  carrying  on  busi- 
ness as  a  chemist  and  druggist,  he  not  being  a  registered 
pharmaceutical  chemist.  A  prescription  had  been  dispensed 
for  a  constable,  and  while  making  it  defendant  was  asked 
certain  questions,  and  stated  that  he  was  an  M.B.  of  London. 
Defendant  also  said  that  he  had  passed  the  pharmaceutical 
examination  in  England  in  1868,  and  had  carried  on  business 
in  New  South  Wales.  He  admitted  that  he  had  no  evidence 
of  his  qualification,  and  that  he  had  been  fined  for  carrying 
on  business  at  Cobram  under  the  name  of  Ashburnham 
Thompson.    He  was  fined  51.,  and  21.  14s.  2d.  costs.    On  a 


second  charge,  of  using  the  title  of  "  pharmaceutical 
chemist "  in  an  advertisement,  he  was  fined  11.,  and  21. 14s.  2d. 
costs. 

A  Legal  Opinion  of  very  little  value,  according  to  the 
C.  D.  A.,  has  been  obtained  by  the  Registered  Pharmacists' 
Society  of  New  South  Wales.  The  Society  asked  a  barrister 
if  it  is  legal  for  retail  firms  or  houses  not  being  registered 
pharmacists  to  sell  poisons  through  the  medium  of  a  licensed 
man,  according  to  Section  19  of  the  Poisons  Act.  The 
opinion  given  is  to  the  effect  that  the  proprietor,  any  un- 
licensed person  who  sells  for  him,  and  even  any  licensed 
person  who  sells  are  all  liable.  The  opinion  overlooks  that 
Section  19  of  the  Poisons  Act  cannot  be  taken  alone,  but 
must  be  read  in  connection  with  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1897, 
which  considerably  modifies  the  Poisons  Act  in  this  par- 
ticular. The  opinion  is  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Pharmacy 
Board  with  a  request  that  immediate  action  be  taken  in  the 
matter. 

Australian  Sponges. — Mr.  T.  Whitelegge,  zoologist  to 
the  Australian  Museum,  in  a  report  on  the  sponges  collected 
on  the  N.S.W.  coast  by  the  Fishery  Commission,  says  a  new 
species,  Euspongia  illawarra,  is  equal,  if  not  superior,  to 
many  of  the  sponges  used  for  domestic  purposes.  The  dried 
skeleton  is  soft  and  very  elastic,  and  when  wet  it  is  tough, 
elastic,  and  apparently  very  durable  ;  light  yellowish-brown 
in  colour ;  the  main  fibre  entirely  free  from  foreign  bodies, 
such  as  sand-grains  and  spicule  fragments.  Mr.  Whitelegge 
further  says  this  sponge  is  by  far  the  best  occurring  on  the 
coast,  and  is  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  many  of  the  commer- 
cial sponges  procurable  in  Sydney.  Experiments  in  the 
Mediterranean  and  America  have  shown  that  it  is  possible  to 
cultivate  sponges,  and  it  is  suggested  that  the  sponge- 
industry  might  be  profitably  established  in  New  South 
Wales. 

Compulsory  Half-holidays. — Under  the  Early-closing: 
Act  in  New  South  Wales  a  chemist  has  been  fined  for  not 
keeping  the  record  of  his  assistants'  holidays  on  separate 
sheets  for  each  week.  Chemists  have  to  keep  a  record  of 
these  holidays  on  a  special  form  elaborately  prepared  by  the 
Department,  printed  by  the  Government  printer,  sold  in  books 
of  fifty-two  at  3d.,  with  spaces  blank  for  the  employer's- 
name  and  trade,  employes'  record  of  weekly  half -holidays  for 
the  week  commencing  ,  and  three  columns  "  Date," 

"  Certificate,"  "  Signature,"  with  room  for  eight  or  ten  signa- 
tures on  the  one  page,  the  certificate  being  printed  :  "  I  here- 
by certify  that  a  half-holiday  was  allowed  to  me  on  this  date 
as  from  the  hour  of  1  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  for  the 
remainder  of  the  day."  Signature  has  to  be  written  opposite 
this.  On  the  butt  is  printed  :  "This  record  to  be  detached 
and  forwarded  to  the  Department  of  Labour  and  Industry, 
Sydney,  on  receipt  of  a  written  request  from  the  Depart- 
ment." 

Reciprocity  by  Instalments. — The  Pharmacy  Board  of 
Queensland  at  the  meeting  on  June  12  passed  a  resolution 
brought  forward  by  Mr.  Chater  that 

As  a  definite  step  towards  reciprocity,  and  without  prejudice  to 
any  further  action,  this  Board  will  accept  the  examination  cer- 
tificate of  any  Board  in  the  British  dominions  which  will  accept 
the  examination  certificate  of  the  Pharmacy  Board  of  Queensland. 

The  Pharmacy  Board  of  New  South  Wales  on  the  same  day 
discussed  the  following  motion  by  Mr.  Mears  : — 

That  this  Board  write  to  the  Pharmacy  Board  of  South 
Australia  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Western  Australia 
asking  them  to  come  to  terms  with  this  Board  for  the  purpose  of 
recognising  each  other's  certificates  of  registration  under  the 
various  Acts  of  the  three  States. 

The  motion  was,  however,  withdrawn,  and  is  probably  to  be 
brought  forward  again  with  a  limitation  that  it  would  apply 
only  to  States  which  demand  a  Preliminary  examination 
before  apprenticeship,  a  minimum  of  three  years'  apprentice- 
ship, a  compulsory  course  of  lectures,  and  an  examination. 

The  Apothecary's  Shop. — The  Chief  Justice  of  Vic- 
toria has  decided  in  the  case  of  the  Pharmacy  Board  of 
Victoria  v.  Andrew  Honman  that  a  licentiate  of  the  Society 
of  Apothecaries,  London,  has  the  right  to  carry  on  business 
as  a  pharmacist  in  Victoria  without  being  registered.  He 
bases  this  right  on  the  following  argument :  By  the  Apothe- 
caries Act  of  1815  a  licentiate  of  the  Society  of  Apothecaries 
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is  required,  and,  indeed,  compelled,  to  dispense  prescriptions 
of  other  medical  men.  By  the  Medical  Act  of  1859  licen- 
tiates of  the  Society  of  Apothecaries  were  entitled  to  be 
registered  as  duly  qualified  medical  practitioners,  and  the 
rights  then  enjoyed  in  the  United  Kingdom  were  extended 
to  the  whole  of  the  British  dominions.  By  the  Medical  Act 
of  Victoria  the  said  rights  were  recognised.  By  the  Phar- 
macy Act,  1877  (now  Part  III.  of  the  Medical  Act),  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  medical  practitioners  were  expressly 
reserved,  the  words  being :  "  Nothing  in  this  part  of  this  Act 
shall  extend  to  or  interfere  with  business,  or  with  any  rights 
or  privileges  of  any  duly  qualified  medical  practitioner." 
For  the  Pharmacy  Board  it  was  urged  that  the  right  and 
duty  of  the  apothecary  to  dispense  the  prescriptions  of  other 
practitioners  were  not  extended  by  the  Medical  Act  of  1859. 
His  rights  to  practise  medicine  were  so  extended,  and  those 
rights  were  fully  recognised  by  the  "Victorian  statute.  But 
as  the  Act  of  1859  dealt  exclusively  with  the  right  to 
"  practise  medicine  or  surgery,  or  medicine  and  surgery,"  and 
did  not  touch  upon  the  question  of  the  dispensing  of  medi- 
cines for  other  practitioners,  the  right  and  obligation  in  this 
had  not  been  extended  to  Victoria,  and  were  not  in  existence 
here.  It  was  not  accurate  to  say  that  the  dispensing  of  pre- 
scriptions of  other  practitioners  was  included  in  the  practice 
of  medicine  or  surgery. 

Secret  Commission. — Further  meetings  have  been  held 
by  the  Canterbury  (N.Z.)  Pharmaceutical  Association  on  the 
question  of  giving  commissions  to  doctors.  At  the  first 
meeting,  on  May  23,  Mr-  W.  Barnett  moved  that  the  Asso- 
ciation disapproves  of  the  giving  of  secret  commissions  to 
doctors  in  any  form  whatever.  The  discussion  showed  that 
there  is  a  practice  prevailing  in  some  quarters  of  allowing 
medical  men  who  send  their  patients  to  particular  chemists 
as  much  as  50  per  cent,  on  the  prescriptions  dispensed.  The 
motion  was  carried.  The  next  meeting  was  a  general  one, 
on  June  7,  when  Mr.  J.  C.  Sopp  proposed  that  the  chemists 
of  Christchurch  discontinue  forthwith  the  giving  of  pre- 
scription-books to  medical  practitioners.  Some  demur  was 
made  to  discussing  the  matter  at  that  time,  in  view  of  the 
meeting  of  the  Medical  Association  which  was  to  take  place 
shortly ;  but  Mr.  Sopp  was  eventually  allowed  to  bring  the 
matter  forward.  '  His  contention  is  that  there  is  something 
behind  the  practice  of  supplying  prescription-forms  with  the 
name  and  address  of  the  chemist  printed  on  the  back  ;  and 
the  seconder  of  the  motion  said  no  chemist  would  have  the 
books  printed  unless  there  was  a  quid  pro  quo.  An  amend- 
ment that  further  consideration  of  the  matter  be  deferred  was 
negatived,  and  the  motion  carried.  A  copy  of  the  resolution 
is  to  be  sent  to  the  Medical  Association.  At  a  special 
meeting  of  the  Society  on  June  23  a  letter  from  the  Medical 
Association  (Canterbury  Section)  expressed  approval  of 
the  motion,  and  intimated  that  the  Association  would  be 
pleased  to  assist  the  Pharmaceutical  Association  in  giving 
effect  to  it.  The  motion -on  the  subject  of  commissions  was 
not  sent  to  the  Medical  Association,  but  is  to  be  taken  up 
by  a  sub-committee,  who  are  intimating  to  the  doctors  that 
they  are  prepared  to  send  a  deputation  to  talk  the  matter 
over.  A  lively  correspondence  is  taking  place  on  the  matter 
in  the  lay  Press. 
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Business  Change.— The  wholesale  drug-houses  of  Messrs. 
Kuchler  &  Co.,  and  M.  K.  E.  Hoffmann,  of  Trieste,  have  been 
amalgamated  under  the  name  of  Kuchler  &  Co. 

International  Congress  op  Applied  Chemistry.— 
The  fifth  International  Congress  of  Applied  Chemistry  will 
be  held  at  Berlin  from  May  31  to  June  7,  1903.  The  Hon. 
President  is  Mr.  Clemens  Winkler,  the  President  Mr.  Otto  N. 
Witt,  and  the  Treasurer  Mr.  Henry  T.  Bottinger. 

Soudan  Health-resort. — Warm  sulphur-springs  in  the 
Soudan  are  being  exploited.  They  are  situate  at  Acacha, 
about  100  miles  from  Wady  Haifa,  but  not  more  than  four 
miles  from  the  railway.  The  Moauul,  of  Cairo,  states  that 
during  the  past  season  no  fewer  than  2,000  persons  visited  the 
springs,  and  many  derived  material  benefit  from  the  waters. 

Indiscriminate  Use  of  Arsenic.  —  The  municipal 
authorities  of  the  town  of  Fribonrg,  Switzerland,  have  issued 


a  notice  warning  the  inhabitants  of  the  danger  of  impreg- 
nating the  water-supply  of  the  town  with  arsenic.  It 
appears  that  the  town  and  environs  are  suffering  from  a 
plague  of  moles,  and  to  kill  these  the  farmers  have  been  freely 
distributing  arsenic  in  the  fields.'  The  chemists  have  been 
warned  to  be  careful  about  the  quantity  of  arsenic  they  sell, 
and  to  whom. 

The  New  Professor  of  Pharmaceutical  Chemistry 
at  Northwestern  University,  Chicago,  is  Dr.  Harry  Mann 
Gordin,  who  was  born  in  St.  Petersburg,  Russia,  in  1860.  He 
studied  pharmacy  in  St.  Petersburg  and  Moscow,  graduating 
from  the  University  of  Moscow  in  1884.  He  then  emigrated 
to  the  United  States,  and  established  himself  in  San  Fran- 
cisco as  a  practising  pharmacist,  and  after  a  few  years  of 
successful  business,  returned  to  Europe,  graduating  as  Ph.D. 
at  the  University  of  Berne.    He  is  one  of  the  U.S.P.  workers. 

Lagos  Poison  Law. — The  Lagos  WeeJdy  Record  of  July  5 
says  that  according  to  proclamation  "  the  Drugs  and  Poisons 
Ordinance  has  come  into  effect  with  the  beginning  of  the 
month.  Now,  although  this  may  be  true  in  theory,  we 
question  whether  the  Government  has  got  the  necessary 
appliances  ready  for  giving  effect  to  the  provisions  of  the 
measure.  There  ought  to  exist,"  adds  our  contemporary, 
"  a  medical  board  ready  to  do  all  and  sundry  that  is  proyided 
in  the  Ordinance,  and  without  which  the  latter  becomes 
abortive." 

Alleged  Wholesale  Cheating.  —  Messrs.  Delmege, 
Forsyth  &  Co.  are  prosecuting  Mr.  Philip  de  Silva,  their 
plumbago  contractor,  in  the  Colombo  Police  Court,  on  a 
charge  of  cheating  in  respect  of  34,709r.,  being  value  of 
plumbago.  The  facts  alleged  are  that  the  accused  had  a 
large  contract  for  the  supply  of  plumbago,  and  made 
delivery  of  200  barrels.  After  the  barrels  had  been  stored, 
the  storekeeper  of  the  firm  received  anonymous  letters  to  the 
effect  that  the  barrels  were  full  of  rubbish,  and  not  plumbago. 
The  barrels  were  opened,  and  in  effect  it  was  found  that  they 
contained  only  7,000r.  worth  of  the  genuine  mineral,  the  firm 
being  cheated  in  respect  of  34,709r,  Upon  that,  proceedings 
were  begun.  The  defence  is  that  the  storekeeper,  who  is 
himself  a  supplier  of  plumbago,  substituted  rubbish  for  the 
genuine  stuff  after  delivery. 

Free  Imports  into  Yucatan. — The  following  is  a  list 
of  articles  which  are  now  exempted  (by  a  recent  decree 
passed  in  the  Mexican  Congress)  from  duty  on  importation 
into  Yucatan  :  Cod-liver  oil  in  glass  bottles,  cod-liver  oil  in 
tin  cans  or  wooden  vessels,  medicinal  seeds  and  berries, 
roots,  barks,  flowers,  herbs,  and  other  medicinal  leaves,  olive 
oil  in  jars  or  in  tin  cans,  olive  oil  in  Iglass  bottles,  camphor, 
alkaloids  and  their  salts,  antiseptic  cotton,  liquid  ammonia, 
medicine-chests,  medicinal  capsules,  pearls,  globules, 
lozenges,  granules,  pills,  bicarbonate  of  potash  or  soda, 
chloroform,  medicinal  drugs,  and  chemical  and  pharma- 
ceutical products  not  specified,  morphine  and  its  salts, 
pastes,  lozenges,  and  medicinal  jellies,  pepsin,  permanganate 
of  potash,  medicinal  compound  powders,  quinine  and  other 
alkaloids  of  cinchona,  salts  and  oxides  of  all  substances  not 
specified,  medicinal  wines,  iodine,  iodoform,  and  soap  without 
perfume. 

Turkish  Trade  Repression. — According  to  a  report  in 
the  Korresp.  Hungria,  trade  at  Constantinople  is  at  present 
going  through  a  serious  crisis,  which  is  attributed  not  only 
to  bad  times,  but  to  Customs  boycotting  goods  from  Europe. 
For  some  time  there  has  been  a  particularly  violent  move- 
ment against  the  importation  of  European  pharmaceutical 
products  and  toilet  articles.  The  head  of  the  sanitary 
(medical)  department  of  the  Customs  Office  is  Division- 
General  Rassim  Pasha,  the  nominee  of  Tachssin  Bey,  head 
secretary  to  the  Sultan.  He  seizes  and  confiscates  medica- 
ments, perfumes,  and  confectionery,  without  regard  to  the 
international  treaties.  The  embassies  of  the  Great  Powers 
have  protested  against  such  infractions  of  the  treaties,  but 
their  efforts  have  been  unsuccessful,  because  they  are  single 
protests,  and  not  united.  This  they  have  not  been  able  to 
secure,  owing  to  the  German  ambassador  refusing  to  join  in  a 
united  protest,  although  German  firms  do  not  suffer  less 
than  Austrian,  Hungarian,  French,  or  British.  Rassim's  latest 
move  has  been  to  seize  products  of  Merck,  the  Darmstadt 
firm,  and  a  druggist  named  Paskal  Alikian,  who  was  in 
possession  of  Merck  preparations,  has  been  sentenced  to  pay 
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a  fine  of  501.,  but  what  offence  he  has  committed  remains  to 
be  discovered. 

The  Suggested  Chinese  Opium  Monopoly. — The  cor- 
respondent of  the  Standard,  writing  from  Tientsin,  gives 
the  following  story  which  is  characteristic  if  not  strictly 
true  :  The  proposal  of  the  German  firm  was  to  pay  the 
Chinese  Government  a  royalty  of  2,000,000  taels  annually, 
and  in  order  to  set  the  machinery  in  motion  a  small  present  of 
500,000  taels  was  promised  to  Yung-Lu,  and  1,000,000  taels 
to  Prince  Ching,  through  whose  agency  it  was  hoped  to 
work  the  monopoly.  In  due  course  a  representative  visited 
Peking  and  interviewed  Prince  Ching.  Everything  seemed 
favourable,  and  the  memorial  to  secure  the  Court's  consent 
was  drawn  up.  By  an  unlucky  chance  Yung  Lu  called 
during  the  interview,  and  by  an  equally  unlucky  chance 
allusion  was  made  to  the  Kumsha  of  1,000,000  taels.  The 
mischief  was  done.  Yung  Lu,  ignorant  or  heedless  of  the 
adage  that  half  a  loaf  is  better  than  none,  determined  to 
wreck  the  whole  scheme  rather  than  accept  a  paltry 
500,000  taels  while  Prince  Ching  had  1,000,000.  The  next 
day,  while  he  was  craftily  deliberating  with  the  Grand 
Council  to  have  the  claim  rejected,  an  urgent  telegram 
arrived  from  Viceroy  Chang  Chih-tung  to  have  nothing  to 
do  with  the  scheme,  as  he  did  not  consider  the  parties  con- 
cerned to  be  good  enough.  This  afforded  necessary  excuse, 
and  the  scheme  has  for  the  present,  at  least,  fallen  through. 
Yung  Lu  then  made  the  truly  brilliant  proposal  to  Prince 
Ching  that  a  far  better  plan  for  raising  a  large  sum  of  money 
•quickly  would  be  to  sell  Canton  to  the  French  and  Chusan 
to  the  British  for  cash  down.  This  delightful  proposal  is 
an  excellent  illustration  of  the  much-talked-of  repugnance 
on  the  part  of  Chinese  to  foreign  acquisition  of  their  terri- 
tory, and  also  of  the  profound  knowledge  of  foreign  politics 
enjoyed  by  Chinese  enlightened  officials. 

Trinidad. — The  "Annual  Report  of  the  Government 
Analyst "  for  1901-2  has  just  been  issued  by  Mr.  P.  Carmody, 
F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  Government  Analyst  and  Professor  of  Chemistry, 
and  gives  particulars  of  2,210  samples  analysed,  being  456 
more  than  the  preceding  year.  Of  these  484  were  food  and 
drugs,  46  waters,  and  167  suspected  poisoning.  The  wines 
and  spirits  examined  were  chiefly  medicinal,  and  a  sample 
.of  bay  rum  was  found  to  contain  no  spirit.  In  the  cases  of 
suspected  poisoning,  among  the  poisons  found  were  opium 
(seven  cases),  hydrocyanic  acid  (two  cases),  arsenic  (two 
•cases),  strychnine  (two  cases),  and  kerosene  oil.  Mr.  Carmody 
thinks  it  desirable  to  call  attention  to  the  laxity  of  the  laws 
for  the  sale  of  poisons  in  the  Colony,  such  being  often  used 
as  a  means  of  revenge  for  some  trivial  quarrel.  One  of  the 
•cases  of  poisoning  by  cassava  was  peculiar.  The  cassava- 
cakes  were  baked,  but  not  sufficiently,  and  some  of  the 
prussic  acid  was  evidently  not  volatilised  by  the  heat  applied, 
HCN  being  found  both  in  the  cake  and  intestines.  In  the 
food  and  drugs  samples,  of  the  484  examined  179,  or  37  per 
•cent.,  were  found  to  be  adulterated.  Ten  samples  of  aerated 
waters  were  found  to  contain  considerable  quantities  of  lead 
— one,  the  unusual  amount  of  nearly  I  gr.  per  gal.  Mr. 
Carmody  remarks  that  purchasers  as  a  rule  rely  on  aerated 
waters  as  being  purer  than  ordinary  water,  and  when  a 
manufacturer  increases  the  impurities  by  adding  lead  from 
the  machinery  he  is  not  fulfilling  his  duty  to  the  public.  A 
large  proportion  of  the  samples  of  camphorated  oil  contained 
•considerably  less  camphor  than  the  British  Pharmacopoeia 
directs  to  be  used,  and  convictions  were  obtained  against 
five  druggists.  Three  samples  of  sapote  seeds  (Lucuma 
■mammosum)  were  examined  among  the  "  miscellaneous 
samples,"  and  found  to  contain  0-445,  0  221,  and  0117  per 
cent,  of  hydrocyanic  acid  respectively.  These  seeds  have  a 
strong  bitter-almond  odour,  and  are  used  for  flavouring- 
purposes.  In  consequence  of  the  high  proportion  of  prussic 
acid  in  one  of  them  further  experiments  are  to  be  made.  A 
sample  of  local  honey  was  examined,  and  found  to  be  of  fair 
quality,  but  not  equal  in  appearance  and  flavour  to  best 
honey. 

Advertising  that  Doesn't  Pay.— What  should  we  say  of  the 
manufacturer  who  built  a  fire  under  his  boiler,  then  went  off  and 
allowed  the  fire  to  die  out,  expecting  his  mill  to  run  all  day  on 
that  one  fire  ?  Yet  there  are  advertisers  who  make  "  one  inser- 
tion "  spurts  or  take  "trial  advertisements,"  and  then,  because 
they  do  not  have  to  increase  their  staff  to  cope  with  the  extra 
business,  say  "  advertising  doesn't  pay  !  " — Printers'  Ink. 


j£ast  3nMan  IRews. 

Personal. — Mr.  John  C.  Willis,  director  of  the  Peradeniya 
Botanic  Gardens,  Ceylon,  has  left  for  England  by  the  Prince 
Heinrieh,  and  will  be  away  till  April  next  year. 

A  New  Analyst  for  Ceylon. — Mr.  Alexander  Bruce, 
B.Sc,  F.C.S.,  has  been  appointed  assistant  to  the  Ceylon 
analyst,  Mr.  M.  Kelway  Bamber.  Mr.  Bruce  is  expected  to 
arrive  about  the  beginning  of  August,  and  shortly  after  his 
arrival  Mr.  Bamber  will  go  to  England  on  leave  for  about 
four  months. 

Borax  and  Thibet.— The  report  of  the  trade  of  the 
United  Provinces  with  Thibet  for  the  official  year  just  closed 
shows  a  large  increase  in  the  imports  of  borax  across  the 
border  (amounting  to  over  27,000  maunds).  It  is  transported 
over  the  hills  in  small  bags  on  the  backs  of  sheep  and  goats, 
and  finds  a  market  by  being  exported  to  the  Continent  for 
use  in  glass-smelting  operations.  The  Thibetans  who  bring 
it  into  British  territory  make  a  secret  of  where  it  is  actually 
found. 

A  Chemist's  Assistant  Sues  his  Employer. — A  good 
deal  of  interest  is  being  taken  in  Calcutta  in  the  case  of  a 
chemist's  assistant,  Mr.  J.  H.  H.  Douglas,  who  claims 
9,000r.  as  damages  against  Mr.  T.  Partridge,  of  Partridge  & 
Co.,  Calcutta  and  Darjeeling,  for  alleged  wrongful  dismissal. 
Plaintiff  sues  upon  a  three  years'  agreement  dated  Sep- 
tember 1,  1901.  Defendant's  case  is  that  Mr.  Douglas  was 
found  drunk  and  insensible  in  his  shop  in  Calcutta.  The 
case  is  proceeding. 

The  Big  Simla  Fire. — The  photograph  we  are  able  to 
reproduce  of  this  fire  gives  a  very  good  idea  of  the  havoc  it 
caused.  In  many  ways  it  was  an  extraordinary  fire,  for  it  com- 
pletely wiped  out  eight  well-known  shops  in  a  very  short  space 
of  time,  the  debris  smouldering  for  five  days  after  the  occur- 
rence.   Happily,  it  was  unattended  with  loss  of  life.  The 


The  Mall  after  the  Fire. 

Mall  immediately  after  the  conflagration  presented  a  peculiar 
and  pitiful  appearance,  being  strewn  with  personal  property 
of  every  description,  hastily  carried  or  thrown  out  of  the 
threatened  houses.  Hardly  had  this  work  of  rescue  been 
effected  when  down  came  the  rain,  rendering  everything 
practically  as  useless  as  if  it  had  been  left  to  the  mercy  of 
the  flames.  With  one  exception,  most  of  the  sufferers  were 
fairly  well  insured,  but  nearly  all  lost  personal  effects  which 
can  never  be  replaced.  Messrs.  Herbert  Davies  &  Co.'s 
establishment  is  indicated  in  the  photograph  by  the  bracket 
over  the  door,  the  remains  of  the  ruby  lamp.  Their 
shop  and  stock  are  completely  ruined,  and  they  have  issued 
a  circular  to  their  customers  to  the  effect  that  business 
cannot  be  resumed  this  season.  Mr.  Davies  intends  to  fill  in 
the  time  with  a  trip  home.  Mr.  Frank  Bliss's  establishment 
has  been  considerably  damaged  by  water,  but  his  business  is 
not  affected  in  any  way.  The  total  damage  is  estimated  at 
5  lakhs  of  rupees  (33,000Z.). 


258 


THE  CHEMIST 


AND  DRUGGIST 


August  9,  1902 


New  Cure  for  Dysentery. — The  ravages  which  dysentery 
caused  among  Europeans  in  the  tropics  before  the  disease 
was  as  well  understood  as  at  present  were  terrible,  and  it  is 
good  news  to  hear  that  a  new  cure  for  it  has  been  discovered 
in  the  seeds  of  the  Dritcea  svmatrana,  which  are  said  to  be 
as  much  a  specific  for  it  as  quinine  is  for  malaria.  Now,  that  is 
news  to  the  greater  part  of  the  world,  although  probably  known 
for  long  by  the  natives  of  the  regions  in  which  the  species 
grows.  The  plant  is  even  found  in  Borneo,  Java,  Sumatra, 
the  Philippines,  South  China,  and  Australia.  It  is  being 
raised  from  seed,  and  in  a  short  time  the  seedlings  will  be 
ready  for  distribution,  and  already  there  have  been  very 
many  applications  received  by  Mr.  H.  M.  Ridley,  the  Director 
of  the  Botanical  Gardens  of  the  Straits  Settlements. — Man- 
goon  Gazette. 

An  Agreement  to  Purchase  Shares. — The  Hon.  Mr. 
Justice  Starling,  presiding  at  the  High  Court  last  month, 
heard  a  suit  instituted  by  Mr.  Robert  Dalton  against  Mr.  J 
Stanley  Smith  and  another,  claiming  to  recover  from 
defendants  the  sum  of  4,800r.,  with  interest  and  costs.  The 
defence  was  that  the  plaintiff  had  agreed,  in  liquidation  of 
his  debt,  to  purchase  shares  in  Messrs.  Bertie  Smith  &  Co., 
which  was  then  under  formation.  The  first  defendant  said 
he  was  the  managing  director  of  Messrs.  Bertie  Smith  &  Co., 
which  was  formed  in  August,  1899.  The  plaintiff  from  time 
to  time  deposited  with  the  firm  moneys  which  amounted  to 
4,800r.  In  1899  the  plaintiff  was  employed  as  manager  in 
Beynon  &  Co.,  in  which  the  defendants'  firm  had  an  interest. 
In  that  year  plaintiff  wished  to  withdraw  his  money,  which 
was  not  repaid,  as  it  was  inconvenient  for  them  to  do  so. 
Witness  saw  plaintiff  frequently  at  Poona,  and  the  matter 
in  question  was  discussed.  It  was  agreed  between  witness 
and  plaintiff  in  September,  1900,  that  the  firm  should  utilise 
the  amount  of  deposit  in  purchasing  thirty-two  shares  of 
150r.  each  in  the  company.  Three  shares  of  150r.  each  were 
to  be  given  to  him  as  bonus.  He  informed  the  plaintiff 
verbally  of  the  allotment,  and  he  did  not  object  to  it.  The 
money  for  the  shares  was  paid  to  the  company  in  October, 
1900,  the  share  certificates  being  given  to  the  plaintiff  in 
October  or  November,  1900.  The  plaintiff  had  not  repudiated 
the  allotment.  Defendant  said  he  gave  the  guarantee  in  his 
personal  capacity,  but  not  with  a  view  to  press  plaintiff  to 
take  the  shares  in  the  company.  The  guarantee  was  given  in 
a  letter  written  by  him  to  the  plaintiff.  The  plaintiff  denied 
having  received  the  letter.  Defendant,  continuing,  said  that 
he  gave  the  written  guarantee  to  the  plaintiff  in  the  office 
personally,  but  no  press  copy  was  taken.  There  were  dis- 
putes between  him  and  the  plaintiff  about  the  management, 
and  on  March  22  he  gave  plaintiff  one  month's  notice,  and 
on  March  24  he  received  a  notice  of  demand  from  plaintiff's 
solicitors.  Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Lowndes,  witness  said  he 
was  in  embarrassed  circumstances.  There  was  a  warrant  of 
distress  for  rent  and  a  summary  suit  against  the  company. 
There  was  a  suit  against  him  for  40,000r.,  and  another  for 
3,000r.  The  company's  stock  was  mortgaged,  but  was 
covered  by  goods.  The  business  of  Beynon  &  Co.  belonged 
to  him  and  his  brother.  The  plaintiff  was  given  l,000r. 
when  going  to  England,  and  as  he  had  rendered  no  account, 
and  as  no  demand  was  made,  no  more  money  was  paid. 
The  company  was  ready  to  pay  the  passage-money  when 
demanded.    The  case  was  adjourned. 


Soutb  Hfrican  IFlews. 

(From  our  Correspondents.) 


Natal. — Business  in  and  around  Natal  is  quiet. 

Natal  Pharmacy  Board. — The  quarterly  meeting  of  the 
Natal  Pharmacy  Board  was  held  on  July  10  at  Maritzburg,  a 
full  attendance  being  present. 

Business  Change. — Mr.  John  Colebank,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Tarkastad,  Cape  Colony,  has  sold  his  business  to 
Messrs.  Mager  &  March,  of  Queenstown,  Cape  Colony. 

The  Drug  and  Chemical  Imports  into  Cape  Colony 
for  the  four  months  ended  April  30  amounted  to  126,000/., 
against  92,000/.  for  the  corresponding  period  of  1901.  The 
imports  into  the  Transvaal  for  the  same  period  were  113,000/., 
against  13,000/. 


Licensed. — Mr.  Joseph  Sowden,  chemist  and  druggist, 
late  of  262  Wakefield  Road,  Bradford,  has  been  granted  a 
licence  to  practise  as  a  chemist  in  Cape  Colony. — Mr.  David 
Pickard  Thomas,  Lie.  Den.  Surg.,  Fac.  Phys.  Surg.  Glas., 
1901,  has  been  authorised  to  practise  as  a  dentist  in  Cape 
Colony. 

Drug-contracts. — Under  the  heading  "A  Big  Thing" 
the  Bloemfontein  Post  has  the  following :  "  Messrs.  Heynes, 
Mathew  &  Co.  have  secured  the  contract  for  the  supply  of 
drugs  to  the  National  Hospital,  Leper  Hospital,  the  prisons, 
municipal  police,  and  Government  schools." 

Adulterated  Vinegar. — At  the  City  Police  Court,  Cape 
Town,  on  July  14,  Mahommed  Hassan  pleaded  guilty  of 
having  sold  adulterated  vinegar,  containing  35  per  cent,  of 
added  water.  The  accused  was  fined  10/. — Hamed  Saladien 
was  similarly  charged,  and  pleaded  guilty,  29  per  cent,  of 
water  having  been  added.  He  was  fined  10/. — Balle  Allie 
was  similarly  charged,  31  per  cent,  of  water  having  been 
added.  He  was  fined  10/. — Caroline  Gibbs  was  similarly 
charged,  and  pleaded  not  guilty.  The  vinegar  was  not  the 
genuine  natural  article,  but  an  artificial  product.  The  accused 
pleaded  that  she  sold  the  vinegar  as  she  had  received  it. 
The  Magistrate  said  the  law  recognised  only  one  kind  of 
vinegar.  He  would  find  her  guilty  and  impose  a  fine  of  21., 
or  seven  days'  hard  labour.  He  warned  her  that  in  future 
she  should  inquire  about  the  nature  of  the  vinegar  she 
purchased.    The  fine  was  paid. 


£accbann*5muo3lma. 


rPHE  Customs  authorities  are  now  very  active  in  regard  to 
J.  the  importation  of  saccharin  free  of  duty,  and  the 
vigilance  does  not  end  at  the  Customs,  for,  as  some  have 
cause  to  know,  Somerset  House  officials  have  lately  been 
inquiring  as  to  the  origin  of  large  parcels  which  are  actually 
in  the  warehouses,  and  to  which  no  suspicion  was  apparently 
attached.  In  this  connection,  we  observe  that  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  Star  has  interviewed  Mr.  Helm,  Deputy- 
Principal  of  the  Inland  Revenue  Laboratory,  Clement's  Inn 
Passage,  who  said :  "  The  Customs  officers  have  their  eyes 
open  for  saccharin-smuggling,  and  are  awake  to  the  methods 
adopted.  Some  time  ago  we  received  a  warning  from  a 
German  chemist  that  saccharin  could  be  rendered  temporarily 
tasteless  by  means  of  a  preparation  of  aniline.  This  prepara- 
tion had  no  other  effect  on  the  saccharin  than  that  of 
depriving  it  of  all  taste.  Moreover,  this  result  could  after- 
wards be  overcome  by  the  use  of  chemical  reagents,  so  that, 
the  saccharin's  properties  could  be  easily  restored.  Of 
course,  this  aniline  put  a  powerful  instrument  in  the  hands- 
of  smugglers.  The  Customs  officers  had  naturally  tried  the  test 
of  a  moist  forefinger  applied  to  the  saccharin  to  discover  its 
taste.  The  smuggler,  therefore,  had  only  to  render  the  saccharin, 
tasteless  with  aniline  to  deceive  the  Customs  officer,  who 
might  think  it  was  Australian  flour  or  carbonate  of  soda,  which 
it  resembles  very  much.  Now  he  knows  of  this  fact,  and  has 
been  warned,  he  simply  puts  the  package  of  tasteless  saccharin, 
back  for  analysis.  Attempts  have  been  made  to  smuggle 
saccharin  in  as  '  drugs,'  '  chemical  products,'  '  foot-powder,' 
'  resorcin,'  and  '  chemicals  not  dangerous.'  Saccharin  is  not 
allowed  to  enter  in  packages  of  less  than  11  lbs.  weight,  but- 
it  is  easy  to  conceal  a  pound  or  two  in  a  jacket-pocket,  and 
the  smuggler  thereby  evades  a  payment  of  11.  for  each  16  oz. 
he  can  hide.  The  saccharin  imported  arrives  sometimes  as- 
a  white,  glazed  powder,  sometimes  dull,  resembling  icing 
sugar,  or  as  a  white,  coarse,  granular  powder,  and  occasion- 
ally in  the  form  of  alum-like  crystals,  varying  in  size  up  to 
that  of  a  pea  or  bean.  The  use  of  saccharin  is  increasing 
commercially." 


A  Novel  Pharaoh's  Serpent. — If  cigar-ashes  are  mixed  with 
alcohol  to  a  stiff  paste,  and  into  the  mass  a  couple  of  ordinary 
Ems  pastilles  are  stuck  in  such  a  way  that  about  three-quarters 
of  them  remain  projecting  from  the  mass,  the  alcohol  then  lighted, 
the  whole  mass  bums  in  a  curious  manner,  the  ash  taking  on  a. 
serpentine  form  and  writhing  like  a  snake  in  agony.  Ems  pastilles 
are,  says  the  National  Druggist,  composed  of  sodium  chloride  50, 
potassium  bicarbonate  200,  sugar  750,  and  tragacanth  mucilage 
q.s.,  the  paste  being  divided  into  15-gr.  tablets. 


